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PARTY AND STATE 


"WEN WEI PO EDITORIAL ON SINO-SOVIET TALKS 
Hong Kong WEN WEI PO in Chinese 20 Sep 79 p 2 HK 


{Editorial: "A Forecast of the Sino-Soviet Talks") 





[Text] The Sino-Soviet talks which are the focus of world attention were 
scheduled to be held in Moscow from 18 to 20 September. Chinese Vice For- 
eign Minister Wang Youping was prepared to lead a delegation to Moscow by 
air last Sunday. Unexpected reports came in last Saturday saying that the 
talks had been postponed. What caused this postponement? The reports did 
not elaborate. Beijing said that the postponement was due to "technical 
reasons.” Moscow said that Beijing had agreed to the postponement. After 
carefully checking and reading newspapers, we have found that Ilychev, head 
of the Soviet delegation to the bilateral talks, was not in Moscow. He had 
accompanied Premier Kosygin on a visit to Ethiopia. Following the Ethiopian 
visit, he was prepared to visit South Yemen. 


The head of the Soviet delegation went on a long journey shortly before the 
Sino-Soviet talks were to take place. This is not a very good sign. Although 
this may not mean that the Soviet Union lacks sincerity, it at least shows 
that the Soviet Union does not have much enthusiasm for the bilateral talks. 
If not, how did this strange thing happen? The guests were coming ana the 

host was not at home. 


The West raised doubts long ago about the Sino-Soviet talks: Will the 

Soviet Union really try to “eliminate the mutual discord"? Is it true that 
the Soviet Union is “willing to discuss its support for Vietnam's aggression 
against Kampuchea?" Vietnam's aggression against Kampuchea not only threatens 
peace in Southeast Asia but also threatens China's security. Reports com- 
ing from Beijing a long time ago said that the Sino-Soviet talks might touch 
on the issue of Vietnam. 


The following is what we have seen: During a bloody incident last month in 
Tacheng, a border area in Xinjiang, Soviet frontier guards killed and wounded 
people living on the Chinese frontier. Furthermore, the Soviet Union has 
shown no intention of restraining Vietnam. It had instigated Vietnam's 
aggression against Kampuchea, recently rushing large quantities of arms to 





Phnom Penh and Kampong Sam in an attempt to energetically support the 
Vietnamese troops to clean up Pol Pot’s guerrilla forces after the rainy 
season. 


The Sino-Soviet talks were first suggested by China. China's position on 
the talks is that if they are to be approached constructively, they need a 
peaceful international environment and that the long-term tense and saber- 
rattling relationship between China and the Soviet Union is detrimental to 
both sides. The Soviet Union was not warm toward the talks initially. It 
later seemed to have treated the talks with a bit of warmth: Brezhnev, the 
Soviet Communist Party Central Committee, PRAYDA and TASS all issued state- 
ments and wrote articles. As a result, a false impression was created: 
chances are that Sino-Soviet relations may be restored to their former status 
of the 1950s. The tricky thing was that the Soviet Union played this "un- 
expected tricky move.” Is it true that you Chinese want to oppose hegemonism? 
Good, we Soviets are also willing to discuss this issue and have listed it 
within the range of the talks. Facts later proved that the Soviet Union was 
not truly warm about the talks, only pretending to be so in an attempt to 
create this false impression and achieve its ulterior goals. After witnessing 
the friendly relationship between China and Japan, the normalization of 
Sino-U.S. relations and the quick development of China's foreign relations, 
the Soviet Union found itself to be outshone by China, to have become ex- 
tremely lonely and also in a much more isolated position. It then tried to 
falsely warm up Sino-Soviet relations in an attempt to foment discord between 
China and other countries and disrupt the international antihegemonist united 
front. The so-called Soviet willingness to discuss antihegemonism was only 
aimed at misleading the public and blurring the brilliant image of China. 
This practice of the Soviet Union was later badly battered by Premier Hua 
Guofeng in his report to the NPC. 


Premier Hua said: “Antihegemonism has its well-known objective meaning 
which brooks no arbitrary interpretation. Whether one is genuinely against 
hegemonism can only be judged by one's deeds. No ambiguity is permissible 
on this important issue of principle." In fact, Premier Hua'’s report exposed 
the Soviet tricks. After its camouflage was stripped, the Soviet Union flew 
into a rage out of shame, changed its facial expression and renewed its abuse 
of China. 


The most fierce abuse can be seen in Vietnamese expansionism, aggression 
against Kampuchea and the nonalinement movement. Although neither China 
nor the Soviet Union participated in the sonalined summit conference, Soviet 
newspapers and Castro created an anti-China tide. Why? The reason was that 
the Soviet anti-China policy has not changed up to now. Although the Soviet 
Union is aware of the difficulties in driving deep into China and sending 
its troops to China and realizes that in doing so, it will definitely find 
itself unable to extricate itself, the Soviet Union does not wnt to see 
China develop. It always wants to weaken and disrupt China ani check the 
expansion of Chinese influence. Countering China is one of the reasons for 
the Soviet Union to energetically support Vietnamese expansionisn and hege- 
monisn. 











Following his meeting with Premier Hua on 8 September, former British Prime 
Minister Heath dislosed that China "does not place high hopes” on the Sino- 
Soviet talks. This is presumably correct and is a proper appraisal based 
on the whole strategy of the Soviet Union. Heath also said: From now on, 
"the Sino-Soviet talks will be of a protracted nature. Even if the talks 
make progress, it will be rather slow." This is also a rather convincing 
analysis. 


According to foreign news agency reports, the Sino-Soviet talks have been 
postponed until next week. We hope that when the time for them cor« there 
will be no more postponements, because it is always worth welcoming such 
talks, even though the road for them is not smooth. 
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PARTY AND STATE. 


PRC PAPER WARNS AGAINST MO?’ RN ‘MULICH AGREEMNTS' 
Beijing GONGREN RIBAO in Cixi: ese 11 Sep 79 p 3 HK 


[Article by Wang Shifang [3769 1102 5364]: "“Chacberlain and the ‘Munich 
Agreement'") 


[Text] Forty years ago on 1 September 1939, fascist German bombers, like 
swarms of locusts, clouded the blue, tranquil skies of Europe and dumped 
dozens of tons of bombs on peaceful cities. In this way, World War II, the 
most disastrous war in human history, spoke out: At the mention of this 
war, people naturally associate it with a man named Neville Chamberlain. 


Chamberlain was the conservative prime minister of Britain from 1937 to 
1940 and also the man who dished up the notorious “Munich Agreement." 


He rose to power at a time when the Japanese imperialists were engaging in 
large-scale aggression against China and fascist Germany was expanding its 
armed forces and stepping up war preprations. In the face of Hitler's ag- 
gressive and expansionist intentions, Chamberlain did nothing to wage a tit- 
for-tat struggle; instead, he advocated the policy of “appeasement” and tried 
hard to pacify and tolerate Hitler. Hitler took advantage of this and flag- 
rantly dispatched troops to occupy Austria. Chamberlain then adopted an 
apathetic attitude, and Hitler became bolder and more swollen with arrogance. 
The next victim of German aggression was Czechoslovakia. At that time, there 
were 3.5 million Germans in Czechoslovakia, most of whom lived in the Czecho- 
slovakian territory of the Sudetenland bordering Germany. Hitler intended to 
mount attacks in collaboration with forces from within. He also used miii- 
tary threats to serve his purpose of annexing Czechoslovakia. He instigated 
his followers within Czechoslovakia to demand “autonomy” for the Sudetenland 
and other frontier districts. The Czech government refused such demands under 
pressure from the Czechoslovakian people. Hitler then resorted to military 
intimidation of massing troops on the German-Czech border. The situation had 
reached a breaking point by that time and war was imminent. 


At the time, Czechoslovakia had treaties of alliance and mutual assistance 

with Britain and France respectively. If Britain had taken a strong stance, 
if Czechoslovakia had made necessary preparations and if France had kept its 
promise, Hitler would not have had the courage to take provocative measures. 


4 











Even the headquarters of the German general staif es. imated tat che 

strength of the German armed forces was far from able to match that of the 
combined arzed forces of Britain and France, with neither the Germany army 

nor air force being an exception. However, in an attempt to lure Hitler 

into attacking the Soviet Union and to shield Britain from getting involved 

in a war, Chamberlain did not «cruple to sacrifice the interests of others. 

In collusion with French Premier “douard Daladier, Chamberlain coupled threats 
with promises and forced Czec\sosi0ovakia to bow to German pressure and “ceded” 
the Sudeteniand to Germany. 


To complete the procedure of “ceding” the district to Germany in the quick- 
est possible way, Chamberlain made light of his age and poor health and 
hurriedly flew to Germany three times in a fortnight to meet with Hitler. 
During their last meeting in Munich on 30 September 1938, Chamberlain con- 
cluded his dealings with Hitler, that benefited himself at the expense of 
others--he sold out Czechoslovakia by signing with Hitler the "Munich Agree- 
ment,” which has since become notorious in modern history. As he flew home 
from Munich, Chamberlain was enormously proud of his success. On the night 
of his arrival back in London. he stood on the balcony on the second floor 
of 10 Downing Street and waved to the welcoming crowds below, proclaiming 
that he had brought “glorious peace” to Britain and that "I believe this is 
peace for our time.” However, on the night the "Munich Agreement” was signed, 
a Nazi General and one of Hitler's trusted followers wrote in his ciliary that 
the "Munich Agreement” had been signed and Czechoslovakia as a state was ao 
more. 


By now Hitler had detected the British and French vulnerability of being 
afair of war and of offending Germany. No sooner had the ink on the agree- 
ment dried than the German Army occupied Czechoslovakia. On 1 September 1939, 
Hitler used blitzkrieg attacks to break through the Polish frontline, marking 
the opening of World War II. Hitler had nw intention of immediately attack- 
ing the Soviet Union. Instead, he pointed his spearhead westward and ordered 
his army to make for Britain and France. Only then did Britain and France 
wake up from the dream of “appeasement.” They were compelled to declare 

war against Germany, but their armies were soon smashed. Then came the 
“tragic retreat from Dunkirk" of the joint army of Britain and France. 

France surrendered in the following month, leaving the whole of the European 
continent, except the Soviet Union, in the hands of Hitler's Third Reich. 
Chamberlain took the blame and, under public pressure, resigned the premier- 
ship. He died not long after. 


World War Il was the biggest war in human history, causing the most severe 
destruction and taking the highest toll. According to incomplete estimates, 
the aumber of dead and wounded among the military personnel invoived alone 
reached over 20 million while the value of property lost in the fighting 

ran up to approximately $239 billion. 


Another 40 years have elapsed since then. Today the Kremlin is stepping 

into Hitler's shoes. it is expanding its armed forces and speedin: up its 
preparations for war. We must reflect on the past in the light of che present 
and never forget the disasters brought to mankind by the “Munich Agreement.” 
We must never allow the tragedy of Muaich to repeat itself. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


FIFTH PEOPLE'S CONGRESS PASSES SEVEN LAWS 
Guangzhou NANFANG RIBAO in Chinese 15 Aug 79 p 3 


[Article by Guo Huanglin [6753 3552 4340] of the Provincial Superior People's 
Court: "Having Laws Beneficial to Both Country and People"] 


[Text] The Second Session of the Fifth People's Congress revised, form- 
lated and passed seven important laws. This is a great event in the pre- 
sent political life of all the country's people and an important symbol of 
the health and strength of the socialist system. The enforcement of these 
laws will be unusually beneficial to our country and the broad masses. 


Along with shifting the nation's work emphasis to modernization construction 
we must conscientiously strengthen the socialist democracy and the legal 
system, so that the 900 million people will have regulations to follow and 
the bad people and deeds will have restrictions and sanctions. The seven 
important laws fully embody the urgent demands and wishes of the broad 
masses of the people. Revisions of the organization law and election law 

of local political power will expand people's democracy and guarantee the 
special features of popular control of the nation. Revision of the organi- 
zation law of the courts and the procuracy reaffirms the right of the 

courts to conduct independent trials, as long as they obey the important 
stipulations of the laws, and emphasizes the right of the procurate to 
conduct independent investigations without the interference of executive 
organs, groups or individuals. The proclamation of the “penal code" for 
which the people have been yearning for a long time will give the judicial 
organs a standard for punishments and a basis for enforcing the law. For 

a long time the people have needed a socialist civil code so that the 

masses will be able to petition about a grievance, dispute about a principle, 
and have the right to sue on the basis of legal stipulations to protect their 
lawful rights. The law on joint Chinese-foreign capitalized enterprises 
will protect the investment and other legal rights of foreign partners in 
joint ventures according to agreements ratified by the Chinese Government. 


Enacting laws is an important mission proposed for the party and people by 
Comrade Mao Zedong while he was alive. But to usurp the party and seize 
power Lin Biao and the "gang of four" not only obstructed the new laws 














which we made but also wanted to trample underfoot the socialist legal 
system. They slandered China's many existing laws as “old laws" "brought 
in from capitalist countries," denied all of them and even smashed the 
judicial organs to bits. When they were running rampant there were laws 
but they didn't follow them, they broke laws with abandon, beating, 
smashing and looting were prevalent. They used shocking fascist punish- 
ments, slaughtered and persecuted many cadres and masses like the martyr 
Zhang Zhixin [1728 1807 2450] creating a large group of unjust, false and 
mistaken cases, bringing great catastrophe down on the party and nation 
and causing the people to endure more than their share of suffering. This 
lesson makes us understand the importance of establishing and keeping sound 
the socialist legal system. 


It is often said that the family has its rules and the state has its laws. 
If a nation does not have a legal system which reflects the will of the 
ruling class and protects the interests of the ruling class it cannot be a 
nation. Law is a product of class society. In the history of mankind there 
have been four kinds of legal systems: slaveowning, feudal, capitalist and 
socialist. These four kinds of law represented the will and interests of 
the ruling class. Socialist law is a brand new type of law in history. It 
is a law for the majority of the working people to control the minority 
exploiters, abolish class and realize communist law. It is fundamentally 
different from all the old laws of the exploiting classes. 


The main function of China’s laws is to attack the enemy, punish crimes 
and carry out proletarian dictatorship over class enemies. For example, 
criminal law and criminal litigation law combined embody the characteris- 
tics of the socialist legal system's attack on the enemy and protection 

of the intrinsic nature of the people. To guarantee the socialist revolu- 
tion and four modernizations construction, the law clearly stipulates 
exercising dictatorship over all social forces and social groups that oppose 
the socialist revolution, are hostile towards and destroy socialist con- 
struction, suppressing all traitorous and counterrevolutionary activity, 
punishing all traitors and counterrevolutionary elements, and punishing 
newly arisen bourgeois elements; at the same time to maintain social order 
and the interests of the broad masses of the people it is necessary to 
exercise dictatorship over thieves, swindlers, murderers and arsonists, 
gangsters and bad elements which seriously destroy social order. If this 
were not done, the people would suffer disaster and the nation would 
perish. 


To protect the democratic rights of the people, to use democratic methods 
to deal with disputes among the people, to protect the legitimate lawful 
rights are also important functions of China's laws. China's constitution 
Stipulates that citizens enjoy broad democratic rights. These rights 
include citizens’ [words illegible] rights, equal rights and freedom 
rights, and include citizens’ rights in social life, economic life, cul- 
tural life and family life. The constitution also stipulates that the 
State will gradually improve material conditions in order to guarantee the 





realization of these rights. If the rights stipulated by the law are 
encroached upon the citizen has the right to file a complaint and appeal 
to state agencies at various levels, and no person will be suppressed or 
attacked in retaliation. Speaking in terms of the people, China's laws 
are also a technique of self-education. If the people understand the 

law and grasp the spirit of it, it will help resolve disputes and contra- 
dictions between one person and another, between the masses and the state, 
and between socialist enterprises, and it will promote unity within the 
people. If everyone obeys the law will there not appear before us a 
social style of discipline, virtue, order, loving the state, loving people 
and loving labor? 


China's laws also have the function of organizing the national economy. 

They resolutely protect the people's and the collective's property, actively 
maintain the solidity and development of socialist economy, and in the 

form of the law guarantees that each department of the national economy 
will comply with the guidance of a unified state plan. This plays an 

active role in the planned and proportional development of the national 
economy. Along with the development of Four Modernizations construction, 
economic regulations safeguarding Four Modernizations construction will 
follow. These laws are a magic weapon for safeguarding the smooth realiza- 
tion of the socialist Four ‘Modernizations. 


8226 
CSO: 4005 








PARTY AND STATE 


FREE DISCUSSION WITHIN PARTY MUST BE ENCOURAGED 
Shanghai JIEFANG RIBAO in Chinese 18 Jul 79 p 2. 


[Article by Jian Jun [0494 6874]: "Differences in Ideology and in Theory 
Cannot Be Suppressed" ] 


[Text] Differences of opinion within the party should be resolved through 
persuasion and discussion, and should never be resolved by repressive methods. 
This is especially true of differences of opinion within the party with 
regard to ideology and theory. 


The ten fingers are of different lengths, and similarly, men's perceptions 
cannot be uniform. It is entirely normal for there to be different percep- 
tions and controversies within the party regarding ideology and theory. 
Things always advance within the movement of contradictions. Engels said 
that the political parties of any great nation move forward through their 
own internal struggle. Historical experience proves that the party's 
advance on a few fundamental questions often requires the development of 
ideological struggle within the party, and theoretical controversy is one 
important aspect of the party's internal ideological struggle. 





The party's internal ideological struggle sometimes reveals a struggie of 
lines. For example, in the history of our party, Chairman Mao's theory 

that the Chinese revolution should follow a line of surrounding the cities 
from the countryside was only accepted by the whole party after a long struggle 
with the opportunist line of Chen Duxiu, Wang Ming, and others. However, in 
most circumstances the internal ideological struggles of the party are not 
involved with struggles of lines, and for the most part demonstrate contra- 
dictions between what is correct and what is in error, and between the 
advanced and the backward. These contradictions must also go through 
ideological struggle, and only then can errors be corrected and perceptions 

be unified, making the party move in step, advancing with one mind. There- 
fore, the ideological and theoretical front is an important front for our 
party, and we should pay serious attention to discussion and controversy 
between differing opinions in ideology and theory and should promote the party's 
cause through development of ideological and theoretical discussions within 

the party. 








How we handle internal ideological and theoretical differences of opinion-- 
either by democratic, persuasive, discussion methods or by repressive methods-- 
has a great bearing on promotion of the development of the party's cause and 
on ideological defense of party unity. If we adopt repressive methods 

toward differences of opinion in ideology and theory within the party, the 
result will be to stifle the democratic atmosphere within the party, create 
a blind following, “coercion without submission" or “pretended but not real 
submission" and the tendencies to dissension created cannot be a true 
ideological guarantee of party unity. Historical experience tells us that 
when dissenting opinions are strangled, this often and easily creates 
problems of judgment, errors in the formulation of policy, and serious damage 
to the party's cause. Holding regular discussions of different opinions on 
ideology and theory can avoid this malady. At the same time, only by dis- 
cussing different opinions on ideclogy and theory. Distinguishing right from 
wrong, and raising consciousness will it be possible to motivate all the 
comrades of the party to carry out the party's correct line and general 

and specific policies deliberately and thoroughly. Discussions on the 
question of practice as the sole criterion for examining truth are a per- 
suasive example of the positive function of the system of important resolu- 
tions determined by the Party Central Committee's Third Plenary Session, 

and of the positive function of raising the consciousness of the cadres 
toward the general and specific policies of the Third Plenary Session. 


Comrade Mao Zedong pointed out early on that two different policies, the 
loose or the tight, could be employed to lead the country and the party. 

We should adopt the loose policy. "Loose, that is, to give everyone a free 
hand in voicing opinions, to let people dare to speak, dare to criticize, 
dare to dispute." "With regard to wrong ideas, they should not be suppressed, 
but people should be persuaded, convinced by reasoning." However, this 
Marxist policy proposed by Comrade Mao Zedong went many years without being 
well implemented. Especially during those years when Lin Biao and the “gang 
of four" were running amok, this policy was even more thoroughly damaged. 

Lin Biao and the “gang of four" made the regular ideological and theoretical 
struggles and controversies of the party into "a struggle of lines" on a 
higher plane of principle, arbitrarily labeling people “revisionist,” 
"bourgeois," and "counterrevolutionary mouthpiece," carried on ruthless 
struggle and merciless attacks. Philosophically, the debate concerning one 
divides into two and two combine into one, and historically, the cebate over 
the concessionary policy, etc, all were originally controversies over 
divergent ideological and theoretical concepts and should have been resolved 
by the method of democratic discussion. Instead, this correct Marxist policy 
was not thoroughly adhered to. On the contrary, those comrades who supported 
the concepts of the concessionary policy and of two combine into one were 
savagely suppressed, attacked, and persecuted. The effect of this is that 
even today many people do not dare to boldly launch a regular dispute on 
behalf of a divergent opinion, and many people are scared out of their wits 
at the appearance of a divergent opinion, particularly on ome of the great 
theoretical questions, being under the impression that something terrible 
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is happening. This unliquidated pernicious influence impedes the imple- 
mentation of the Third Plenary Session’s policy on liberating thinking, 
starting the machinery, seeking truth from facts, and facing the future 
in unity, and it is detrimental to the fulfillment of the spirit of the 
second session of the Fifth National People's Congress, so a great deal of 
effort must be applied to overcoming it. 


Today, following the shifting of the emphasis of party work, the develop- 
ment of discussion on divergent opinions in ideology and theory within the 
party takes on new significance. With the shift of emphasis of party work 
to modernization, our party faces many new circumstances on every front, 

as well as new problems that demand scientific answers on a theoretical 
basis and correct guidance. For this purpose, party organizations on all 
levels should encourage and support party members in liberating their 
thinking, starting the machinery, summarizing practical experience according 
to the basic principles of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought, proposing 
new viewpoints, new understandings and new methods, and constantly pressing 
forward the development of the socialist four modernizations. There are 

no restricted areas in science. Within the party, divergent opinions on 
theory, no matter who or what they may involve, should all be allowed to be 
expressed and discussed, and rashly giving someone a political label like 
"flag-cutter" can only be harmful. Of course, this depends on the occasion, 
and the objective effects should be considered, but the regular discussion 
of divergent ideological and ttcoretical viewpoints within the party should 
not be denied or impeded because of this. 


Development of discussion and controversy on divergent ideological and 
theoretical opinions within the party is consistent with upholding the four 
basic principles. To be sure, a party member's every word and act should 

be guided by the four basic principles, and anything that does not accord 
with them should be discarded or corrected. However, how can we correctly 
uphold the four basic principles? If the scientific meaning of the socialist 
road, the dictatorship of the proletariat, party guidance, Marxism-Leninism- 
Mao Zedong Thought are not clarified, is it possible to uphold the four basic 
principles? Moreover, the present circumstances are such that there is still 
serious confusion about the question of the four basic principles, caused by 
Lin Biao and the "gang of four" mixing the spurious with the genuine. 
Therefore, great efforts must be made to remove the confusion and correct 
ideology and theory, and particularly with regard to several important 
theoretical questions, the party members should be encouraged to attack the 
forbidden areas boldly and dare to reveal their own opinions. Since the 
Third Plenary Session of the Party Central Committee, the masses of party 
members have liberated their thinking, started the machinery, and created 

an unprecedentedly vigorous theoretical discussion within the party, and 
several forbidden areas that had fettered people's thinking for a long period 
were breached, which is a thoroughly gratifying phenomenon. No doubt, 

some errors and viewpoints that most people cannot accept may appear in the 
course of the liberation of thinking and the discussion of divergent opinions, 
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and we should be extremely cautious regarding this. Erroneous viewpoints 
should be clarified, but we cannot randomly seize on mistakes, wield a 
stick, or put labels on people. This is not only because truth is sometimes 
grasped by a minority of the people and some correct viewpoints might not 
be acceptable to the majority at the beginning, but also because theoretical 
research, like scientific research, does not arrive at its goal in one 

step. Understanding the patterns of things and making correct judgments and 
generalizations always require a process, and, therefore, in the process of 
understanding, we should allow the making of mistakes and the correcting of 
mistakes. Theoretical mistakes are generally a problem of ideological 
understanding and should be firmly distinguished from political questions. 


In summary, we should employ the method of democratic discussion in dealing 
with divergent ideologica. and theoretical opinions within the party. If 

we do not do this, not only can we stifle the democratic atmosphere and 
normal theoretical discussion within the party, thus impeding the healthy 
development of the party, but this situation might be utilized by those 
schemers and careerists who elevate themselves by attacking others, and 

thus create an extreme peril for the party's cause. Lin Biao and the "gang 
of four" strangled democracy within the party and implemented feudal fascism, 
and murdered a number of good party members like Zhang Zhixin, who only 
upheld the truth, providing an extremely profound lesson for us. 


9284 
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PARTY AND STATE 





HONG KONG JOURNAL CALLS FOR REEDITING VOLUME V OF MAO'S WORKS 
Hong Kong CHENG MING in Chinese No 24 1 Oct 79 pp 16-17 HK 


[Article by Lu Shi: "Volume V of the ‘Selected Works of Mao Zedong’ Should 
Be Reexamined and Reedited"] 


[Text] While browsing through Volume V of the "Selected Works of Mao Zedong” 
by chance recently, this writer found quite a few gaps in the volume. The 
gaps are worth scrutiny and pondering. 


One of the biggest gaps is that Volume V of the “Selected Works of Mao Zedong 
Thought" does not contain Mac Zedong's opening speech at the Eighth National 
Congress of the CCP. Volume V of the selected works of Mao Zedong contains 
important writings from 1949 through 1957. However, the Eighth Party Congress 
was held in 1956, and was the CCP's First Party Congress after the founding 
of the PRC. The Eighth Party Congress was of great significance and Mao Ze- 
dong's opening speech at the Eighth Party Congress should have been listed 
in Volume V of the "Selected Works of Mao Zedong." The fact is that it does 
net contain the opening speech. One cannot refrain from asking that why the 
opening speech was not listed in Vciume V of the “Selected Works of Mao Ze- 
dong." After carefully analyzing the documents of the Eighth Party Congress, 
one may have some inkling as to the cause of the omission. In his opening 
speech at the Eighth Party Congress, Mao Zedong said: The tasks of this 
Congress are: "Sum up experiences gained since the Seventh Party Congress; 
unite the whole party; unite with all those forces inside and outside China 
that can be united with; strive to build a great socialist China." In his 
speech, Mao Zedong was apparently laying emphasis on "building socialism" 
and was not laying emphasis on “reminding ourselves of the class struggle 
every year, every month and every day." Judging from the line of the Eighth 
Party Congrese, we can see that attaching importance to “construction” was 
apparently the prevailing trend. While rereading the documents of the Eighth 
Party Congress today, all sorts of feelings welled up in my mind, if the CCP 
could have acted in accordance with the line of the Eighth Party Congress, 
there would not have been the great calamity of the cultural revolution, 
there would have been no troubles caused by the "gang of four" and today's 
China would be unimaginably rich and strong. All the CCP's activities after 
1957 actually departed from the line of the Eighth Party Congress. Not until 
the 3d Plenum of the llth CCP Central Committee did the CCP return to the 
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line of the 8th Party Congress. To be more precise, we can say that the 
line of the 3d Plenum of the llth Central Committee developed on the basis 
of the line of the 8th Party Congress. The pity is that 20 years have been 
wasted. The deletion of the opening speech at the Eighth Party Congress by 
the Committee for Editing and Publishing Volume V of the “Selected Works of 
Mao Zedong” has set people thinking. 


After glancing through Volume V of the "Selected Works of Mao Zedong,” we 

can see that the work of editing and compiling the volume tended to lay par- 
ticular stress on articles criticizing Liu Shaoqi and rome others. For ex- 
ample, the article "Kiu Shaoqi and Yang Shangkun criticized for breach of 
discipline in issuing documents in the name of the Central Committee without 
authorization” only contained some 200 characters. Such an unimportant article 
was listed in the volume, while the opening speech at the Eighth Party Con- 
gress was not included in the volume. Isn't this strange? Some of Mao Ze- 
dong's articles in Volume V originally did not specify any target of criti- 
cism. However, the editor's notes always repeatedly stressed: “This is writ- 
ten against Liu Shaoqi.” This kind of stress can be seen in notes on various 
articles in Volume V including "Main points of the resolution adopted at the 
enlarged meeting of the Politburo of the CCP Central Committee." "Take mutual! 
aid and cooperation in agriculture as a major task" and “refute right devia- 
tionist views that depart from the general line." In his article entitled 
"letter concerning the study of the dream of the Red Chamber." Mao Zedong 
said: "'The inside story of the Qing Court.’ which has been described by 
certain people as a film of patriotism but is in fact one of national betrayal, 
has never been criticized since it was shown all over the country.” And the 
editor's notes on the article said: "'The Story of the Qing Court’ was a 
reactionary film which vilified the patriotic Boxer movement of 1900 and 
preached capitulation to imperialism. This film of national betrayal was 
extolled by Liu Shaoqi as one of ‘patriotism.'" However, it is said that Wang 
Quangmei had stated clearly: “Liu Shaoqi did not say that this is a film of 
patriotism. I saw this film with him. He only saw half the film. Later, 

the film was indistinct due to the daylight. He did not say any. hing about 

the film." We do not know what kind of people Mao Zedong was referring to 
when he mentioned the so-called "certain people." On what basis could the 
editor reach such a conclusion that “certain people” were referring to Liu 
Shaoqi? This is another gap in Volume V of the "Selected Works of Mao Zedong." 


Several other articles in Volume V were abridged and changed by people with 
ulterior motives. For example, the article "refute right deviationist views 
that depart fre the general line” originally contained a passage on critici- 
zing leftism, which had been deleted. "Preface and editor's notes to ‘'ma- 
terial on the counterrevolutionary Hu Feng clique'" originally contained a 
passage on Hu Feng’s attack on Zhou Yang, which had also been deleted. The 
editor held that “we should support whatever the enemy opposes" and deleted 
the passage for fear that Hu Feng's objections to Zhou Yang might make Zhou 
Yang a hero. 


The passage was deleted because Zhou Yang had not been rehabilitated when 
Volume V came off the press and also because certain people did not want to 
rehabilitate Zhou Yang. It is said that some responsible persons of the 
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committee for editing and publishing Volume V of the “Selected Works of Mao 
Zedong” are whateverists. Thiy are supposed to be reverent and respectful 
to the works of Mao Zedong and were expected to change not a single word of 
the works. However, when they saw some paragraphs in the works that were 

detrimental to their own interests, they no longer upheld the “whatevers.” 


The committee for editing and publishing Volume V of the “Selected Works of 
Mao Zedong” wrote a "Publication Note” in the volume which contained quite 

a few reproachable points. For example, Peng Dehuai and Liu Shaoqi were 
listed as revisionists. Peng has now been rehabilitated and it seems that 
Liu will also be rehabilitated. Should the relevant words contained in the 
“Publication Note” be revised? In addition, the “Publication Note” vigor- 
ously promoted the "Theory of continuing the revolution under the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat." It said: "During this period Comrade Mao Zedong's 
greatest contributions to theory were to sum up systematicali- .he historical 
experience of the dictatorship of the proletariat in China and abroad, analyze 
the contradictions, classes and class struggle in socialist society by means 
of the unity of opposites, the fundamental concept of materialist dialectics, 
and thereby to reveal the law of development of socialist society and create 
the great theory of continuing the revolution under the dictatorship of the 
proletariat.” Recently the CCP's newspapers and journals no longer mentioned 
“continuing the revolution under the dictatorship of the proletariat.” The 
CCP's theoretical circles now have different views on "class struggle” and 
the “theory of continuing the revolution under the dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat" which was produced by “class struggle.” During a meeting on discussing 
ideological guidelines held by Beijing early this year, quite a few theoreti- 
cians held that following the completion of the three great transformations. 

A complete exploiting class no longer exists and class struggle has greatly 
eased. Therefore the hackneyed and stereotyped expressions used by the editor 
of Volume V are sound to make people feel that the editor is "filled with the 
flavor of the gang.” 





Two and a half years have elapsed since the publication of Volume V of the 
selected works of Mao Zedong. Great and profound changes have occurred in 
the past 2 and a half years: many forbidden zones which people dared not 

to touch for several doie= years have been broken through and many distorted 
historical features have been rectified. However, the numerous editorial 
gaps contained in Volume V of the "Selected Works of Mao Zedong" remain un- 
changed. We propose that the committee for editing and publishing Volume V 
of the "Selected Works of Mao Zedong” quickly reedit Volume V, augment what 
should be augmented, delete what should be deleted and correct all those 
explanations and notes that should be corrected. The frivolously edited works 
of the revolutionary leader should no longer be allowed in the showcases of 
bookshops. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


HONG KONG JOURNAL COMMENTS ON APPRAISAL OF MAO 
Hong Kong CHENG MING in Chinese No 24 1 Oct 79 p 54 HK 


[Article by Qi Fei: "Making a Public Appraisal of Mao Is the CCP's Pressing 
Obligation" ] 


[Text] What is the Source of Numerous Malpractices 


Since the downfall of the "gang of four" some 3 years ago, the CCP has boldly 
and resolutely readjusted its previous principles and policies. However, 
judging from various current indications, we can see that the readjusted 
principles and policies are far from being realized. The thunderclaps are 
big but the raindrops are small. What is the crux of the problem? 


People who have an intimate knowledge of the situation in China all know 
that there is rather serious ideological confusion among the people in China. 
The pernicious influence of the mistakes in walking toward the "left" is very 
serious. The endless political studies have turned most people into crafty 
ones and forced them to learn from bad examples. In particular, through 
their studies, intellectuals have understood the spiritual essence of Mao 
Zedong Thought and mastered a wordly philosophy for “conducting oneself in 
society.” Overcoming these malpractices is by no means easy. 


Since the founding of the PRC, all achievements and contributions have been 
attributed to one person and all mistakes have been attributed at different 
stages to Gao Gang, Rao Shushi, Peng Dehuai, Liu Shaoqi, Lin Biao and the 
"gang of four." I believe that we should neither wrong innocent persons nor 
wrong evildoers. It is unreasonable and irrational to attribute all those 
faults that were not committed by the "gang of four" to the "gang of four." 
With regard to its cadre line, the CCP has implemented a policy of attach- 
ing importance to “uneducated persons" over the past 30 years. The CCP has 
even thought that the more uneducated people were the better, and it has 
fostered a general mood of taking pride in being uneducated. There are mil- 
lions of such people who wield real power in the great majority of units. 

In general, these people: 1) Lack education; 2) have ossified thinking; and 
3) deify Mao. These cadres who lack education, have ossified thinking and 
deify Mao are the real obstacles to the "four modernizations."” It is said 
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that members of the upper and lower levels are making earnest efforts and 
that members of the middle level are indifferent. The cadres who lack edu- 
cation, have ossified thinking and deify Mao are the indifferent cadres of 
the middle level. it is not enough to just carrying out discussions on 

the criterion of truth for these people. First, due to their poor educa- 
tional level, they cannot understand the spiritual essence of the discussions 
on the criterion of truth. Second, since the party constitution stipulates 
in explicit terms that Mao Zedong Thought is the guiding ideology of the 
party, they camnot be blamed for handling affairs in accordance with the 
party constitution. Third, these cadres who lack education, have ossified 
thinking and deify Mao have received direct benefits from the epoch of Mao 
and have fostered a deep-rooted personality cult for Mao. If the public 
appraisal of Mao is just beating about the bush and touching on Mao lightly, 
it will be impossible to overcome the deep-rooted, erroneous thinking of these 
ideologically ossified cadres. 


Going in for the “four modernizations" under these circumstances may possibly 
bring forth a situation in which each does what he thinks is right. You handle 
affairs in accordance with the spirit of your Third Plenum of the Party Cen- 
tral Committee and I will regard the party constitution as the guiding prin- 
ciple, you say you are correct, I say I am not wrong. If this is the case, 
each will have his own criterion for testing truth and the people's morale 
will certainly be sapped. 


There is a common saying: "Al! trees have their rocts and all waters have 
their sources." The current numerous malpractices in China die hard and have 
their deep-rooted source. 


Where does the source lie? The source lies in failing to truly deepen the 
discussions on the criterion of truth, failing to examine Mao Zedong Thought 
which has been regarded as the CCP's guiding ideology and failing to make a 
public, comprehensive and correct appraisal of Mao Zedong's contributions 
and mistakes. As a result, the country cannot thoroughly bring order out of 
chaos and the people are thrown into ideological confusion and are in a quan- 
dary. 


Only By Making an Appraisal of Mao Can We Seek Unity in Thinking 


There is a pooular saying in China: "We are forever hoodwinked.” In fact, 
the people have their own views and opinions on quite a few issues and know 
how things stana. The so-called “being hoodwinked" is just a humorous and 
sarcastic remark about the previous perennial activities of going in for 
promoting fraudulent policies, enforcing obedience to senior officials’ blind 
orders and promoting metaphysics in a big way. We can always hear people in 
China saying that “the more the people study the more confused they become.” 
In fact, most people are sober-minded ideologically. Due to the extreme 
lack of compliance with the principle of seeking truth from facts and the 
practice of calling white black and black white, the people have been be- 
wildered. 
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Therefore the top priority task is to unify the ideology and thinking. To 
do this we must pluck up our courage and publicly make a comprehensive ep- 
praisal of Mao Zedong’s contributions and mistakes. We must promote what 

is right and good and point out the causes and the perniciousness of the 
incorrect parts. These must be known to every household and every person. 

If we talk in a roundabout way, do not get to the point, only give considera- 
tion to the leader's reputation, do not think about the prospects of the one 
billion people and continue to embrace the specious guiding ideology. The 
people's concepts of right and wrong will not be clarified, bringing order 
out of chaos will come to a premature end and the motherland's “four moderni- 
zations” will hardly be realized. Only by having a clear understanding of 
the leader's contributions and mistakes can we rectify the people's concepts 
of right and wrong; only by achieving unity in standpoint and thinking can 
the leadership and the rank and file work with one heart and one mind to 
strive to achieve the common goal. 


Moreover, on the basis of making an appraisal of Mao, we must also make a 
comprehensive summary of the principles, policies and lines that were imple- 
mented over the past 30 years and concretely affirm or negate those principles, 
policies and lines. We must never mechanically apply the previous guiding 
ideology, saying that the 1957 struggle against rightists was correct and 

that the current rehabilitation of rightists is also correct. This trick 

of satisfying both sides and covering up contradictions can no longer con- 
vince the masses. 


Why Is It That the Liu Shaoqi Line Enjoys Popularity 


Most people in China support Liu Shaogi's “revisionist line” and admire the 
prize “revisionist” country, namely, Yugoslavia, therefore a final conclusion 
should be reached on “revisionism” in this world (1 am only dealing with the 
crux of the matter). This problem could not be predicted in the time of Marx 
and Engels. 


If no appropriate measures are adopted to solve this problem, the masses will 
inevitably be used to criticize revisionism in word but inwardly admire re- 
visionism. If the people are incapable of distinguishing between right and 
wrong, how can we achieve wnity in thinking and action? 


Solving the problems will involve the CCP's guiding ideology, namely, Mao 
Zedong Thought. If we do not make a comprehensive appraisal of the revolu- 
tionary leader, we can hardly bring order out of the chaotic situation. 


Countrymen residing abroad sincerely hope that the motherland will become 
rich, strong and prosperous at an carly date. We hope that the CCP Central 
Committee will abandon its power struggle, win the trust of the people, pro- 
ceed from the loving standpoint and make a cca@prehensive and public appraisal 
of Mao Zedong’s contributions and mistakes to achieve unity in thinking among 
the whole country's people and march in step with the “four modernizations.” 


CSO: 4005 


18 








PARTY AND STATE 


HONG KONG MAGAZINE EDITORIAL ON CRITICISM OF MAO 
Hong Kong CHENG MING in Chinese No 24 1 Oct 79 p 4 HK 


{Editorial: “It Is Imperative To Criticize Mao in an Open and Scientific 
Way"--more on the subject only by criticizing Mao can there be progress] 


[Text] Because of old age, a furnace at a certain iron and steel works often 
broke down and the quality of steel suffered. An overhaul was long overdue. 
However, because Mao Zedong had once checked this furnace, no one dared touch 
it. 


This is not a fictious story. It actually happened at the No 1 Shanghui 
iron and steel works. Shanghai WEN HUI BAO mentioned this in its 14 Septem 
ber issue. 


It is taken for granted in Hong Kong that "a run-down car" must be dis- 
mautled and "an old machine” must be overhauled. The “old furnaces” in 
the No 1 Shanghai iron and steel works were diff cent. Every year during 
the Great Cultural Revolution, on 14 September, the day Mao inspected this 
works, all of its workers and cadres gathered solemnly around a collection 
of “old furnaces” and made speeches and shouted slogans. Anyone who wanted 
to alter the furnaces was likely to be regarded as “disloyal” to Mao and 
charged with “the crime of malicious attack." 


What kind of religious ceremony was this: What religious doctrine about 
"things that must not be touched”: 


Mao Zedong touched so many things. If everything he touched could not be 
touched by anyone else, then old factories, old mines, untended fields, 
dilapidated schools and old airplanes, artillery pieces, tanks and war- 
ships....would be found ever,where in China and inside and outside the 
Great Wall! China would then become the biggest museum in the world. 


How to achieve the “four modernizations"”? We would rather stay in a rut 
than go modern! 


This is a major issue confronting the whole country. Some cadres never 
stop paying lipservice to “holding high the banner" and “everything being 
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right." They oppose the Third Plenary session, the emancipation of the mind 
and seeking truth from facts. They do not allow this and that. These people 
allegedly make up one-third of those in the ranks of Chinese communist cadres. 
They are obstacles to national progress and the “four modernizations." What 
should be done about this? 


An important point is that we should openly and scientifically criticize Mao 
--assessing his speeches and his ideology. 


This magazine carried an editorial last December entitled: "Only by Criti- 
cizing Mao Can There be Progress." At that time, there was a great deal of 
response. We were also greeted with catcalls and even outbursts of anger on 
the part of a2 small number of people. In fact, we have only advocated the 
criticism of Mao and not the condemnation. Mao cannot be condemned, as this 
cannot be justified. Such a big country as the People's Republic of China 
has been jointly built by Mao Zedong and Zhou Enlai together with Zhu De, Liu 
Shaogi and other revolutionaries and the people throughout the country. How 
can Mao's contribution to the founding of the state be negated? "Mao Zedong 
Thought" is the cream of wisdom of the Chinese people over several thousand 
years. How can the results of several decades of practice (not the thought 
of Mao alone) be cast aside like an old shoe? But what Mao said is partly 
right and partly wrong. What is wrong must be criticized. 


There are four good reasons for criticizing Mao's speeches: 


1. Distinguishing between right and wrong so that we will know what course 
to follow in the future--follow his correct directives and be warned by those 
that were incorrect. 


2. Abolishing superstititions to emancipate the mind and answer new questions 
in a practical way. 


3. Raising the ideological level and developing the ability to analyze and 
consolidate the concept of taking practice as the sole criterion for testing 
the truth. 


4. Opposing ultraleftism, eradicating the influence of the "whatever" fac- 
tion and defeating a tiny number of conspirators who have draped themselves 
in the banner. 


What is meant by the so-called "criticizing Mao Zedong in a scientific way?" 
It means that we should seek truth from facts, avoid leaning to either side, 
analyze things objectively and base everything on practice. What is meant 
by the so-called "criticizing Mao in an open way?" It means that we should 
encourage the masses to join in the appraisal of Mao. Their criticism must 
also be published in newspapers and magazines. We must not be evasive nor 
speak in a round-about or hesitant way while criticizing Mao. We veiieve 
that by criticizing Mao in a scientific way, his true features will be re- 
stored. Mao was not a diety nor a ghost: He was a man and one of the out- 
standing revolutionaries in modern China. 


20 











Who is infallible? To us, Mao's most serious mistake lay in his departure 
from the line of the “Eighth Congress." The congress maintained that in 1956 
the main social contradiction in China was not class contradiction and that 
the situation of class struggle had improved. The congress also held that 
the focus of the party's work should be shifted to the "four modernizations" 
and that personality cults should be opposed to reinforce the party's vital- 
ity. (See our article: “Lessons Drawn in 30 Years" published in this issue). 
If the line of the "Eighth Congress" had been implemented, the faces of 
“celestial beings" in the 1960's and 1970's would have already been glowing. 
Shortly before the 1980's, China might have become a strong and prosperous 
country. Unfortunately, the line of the "Eighth Congress" was later repudi- 
ated. Mao Zedong was wrong in his appraisal of class relations and the main 
contradictions in China and this led to an enlargement of class struggle and 
class contradictions. As a result, a group of conspirators took advantage 
of it to pursue their ultraleftist line. Hence the whole country was thrown 
into chaos. This political storm brought a very great calamity to society. 
This was a painful and profound lesson. 


Will the open criticism of Mao lead to ideological confusion? The answer 

is no. The right and wrong of a matter can be distinguished only through a 
confrontation of ideas. In so doing, we will achieve unanimity in both ideol- 
ogy and action. Otherwise, many problems will remain ambiguous and vague. 
This is the real source of confusion in people's minds. About 50 years ago, 
Lenin openly criticized Marx and Engels. Did the criticism throw the Soviet 
Union into coufusion? Some 20 years ago, Mao openly criticized Stalin. Was 
China plunged into chaos because of this? 


The Third Plenary Session criticized Mao and many problems were solved. The 
line of the 3d Plenary Session of the llth Party Congress stemmed from the 
"8th Congress" and went beyond it. The economy will be promoted once a cor- 
rect line is adopted. This will probably be one of the results of criticizing 
Mao. Such a good experience should be spread. Since there is no forbidden 
zone in science, why should we retain a tail? 


cso: 4005 
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PARTY AND STATE 


REASONS FOR EXPANSION OF CLASS STRUGGLE EXPLORED 


Shanghai JIEFANG RIBAO in Chinese 15 Aug 79 p 3 


[Article Fan Jiyu [5400 0679 7183] and Li Zhao [2698 2507]: "Why Is the. 
Scope of Class Struggle so Expanded?") 


[Text] Many people have been very distressed by the calamities brought down 
upon the people by the expansion of the class struggle over the past several 
years. The basis cause leading to the creation of this tragedy has been 
that an idealistic assessment of class conditions and class struggle has been 
made. 


Class struggle still definitely exhisted even after the socialist trans- 
formation of the system of owndership of the means of production had been 
basically completed. However, over a comparatively long period of time, we 
realized not only that members of the old exploiting classes were still 
present but also that such persons are continually being produced. Their 
rebellious forces are still very powerful in the areas of politics, 
economics and ideology. They collude with those at upper and lower levels 
and work in concert with internal and external elements. They carry out 
attacks against the proletariat and could become restored to power at any 
time. As the result, they will inevitably talk about class struggle from 
year to year, from month to month and from day to day, and, in practice, will 
continually engage in large-scale political movements. Lin Biao and the 
“Gang of Four" appeared in an ultra-left guise and pushed this type of class 
assessment to an extreme. First, they preached the idea that more and more 
Class enemies were appearing. In the words of Zhang Chunquiao [1728 2504 
2890], “There are still very large numbers of fortified villages” and "they 
are being produced one after the other.” Second, the preached the idea that 
Class struggle was becoming more and more intense. Thus, they put forward 
such slogans aimed at confusing and poisoning the people's minds as "Never 
forget class struggle" and "Class struggle is the guiding principle at all 
times." They also trumped up the idea of the “bourgeoisie within the 
Party" and artificially created various types of “class enemies." Day in 
and day out they stressed the "new trend toward class struggle” in order to 
impose a fascist dictatorship on the cadres and masses. 
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A class assessment of this kind runs completely counter to the actual 
circumstances of class and class struggle in our nation. After the 
socialist transformation of the means of ownership of production was 
basically completed, the original landlord, rich peasant and capitalist 
classes, who relied on carrying out exploitative means of production, were 
expropriated and lost the economic basis upon which they relied for 
existence. There is a preponderant majority of persons in these classes 
with a capacity for labor. Under the educational remoulding being con- 
ducted by our Party, these individuals are now being transformed from 
exploiters into workers. There is only a very small number of them who 
still uphold a exploitative class standpoint and who do not submit to 
remoulding. As far as counterrevolutionary elements are concerned, as 
Comrade Mao Zedong said in 1957, there are not many of them left. Although 
there are still exploitative elements and criminal elements, they cannot 
form a new class. For this reason, class struggle is not becoming more 
and more intense but varies in intensity from time to time, and, as a 
general tendency, is becoming mitigated. It naturally affects us. 
However, we should make an appropriate analysis of it and should not use 
this analysis as a starting point for assessing the state of class struggle 
within the nation. 


An idealist class assessment inevitably leads to the errors of opportunism 
or adventurism. This fact has been amply borne out over more than twenty 
years and particularly by the expansion of the class struggle during the 
Cultural Revolution. 


Another major factor that has lead to the expansion of class struggle has 
been, froma theoretical standpoint, that there have been those who have 
run counter to the criteria of Marxism in regard to class distinctions and 
who have established additional so-called political and ideological 
criteria. 


Lenin clearly pointed out: "The basic signs of class differences are the 
positions that they occupy in social production and thus are their relatim- 
ship to the means of production." (Complete Works of Lenin, volume 6, page 
233.) This clearly explains that that there is only a single criteria for 
distinguishing between classes, that is, the economic position of the people 
concerned. We can determine whether or not an exploitative class exists 
and then we can ascertain whether that class owns the means of production 
and whether it is carrying out exploitation. 





However, there is an argument to the effect that class is not only an 
economic category but that it is also a political category and that even if 
the means of production belonging to the exploiting class is expropriated 

it still exists as a class because the ideology of the exploiting class still 
exists. The advisor of Lin Biao and the "Gang of Four” wanted to advance 

the state of a person's political ideology as the principal criterion for 
distinguishing his class and boasted that this was a “new development” of 
Marxism-Leninism. In this way, class ranks were completely confused. 
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Since political ideology is taken as a criterion for distinguishing between 
Classes, not only is the exploiting class not eliminated as a class but all 
those who harbor exploiting class ideology are, whatever their circumstances, 
pushed into the exploiting class camp. In addition to the original exploiting 
class elements, there are also large numers of people among the masses who 
fit this type. Thus, the targets of class struggle have greatly increased in 
number. Even more serious is the fact that, on this basis, Lin Biao and the 
"Gang of Four,” following their own wishes, labeled large numbers of persons 
who opposed them and who struggled against them on ideological and theoretical 
grounds as so-called “reactionary class elements” who were implementing a 
“complete dictatorship." Comrade Zhang Zhixin [1728 1807 2450] is a typical 
example. Because, during the Cultural Revolution, he advanced an ovinion 

and spoke a truth, his conduct was branded as a “viscious attack” and 
“anti-Party and anti-socialist.” There are innumerable examples of this 
kind. 


In addition to the preceding two points, the inability in the course of 
actual struggle to make clear demarcations in a number of matters in which 
Clear distinctions were essential and mixing up of the two different types 
of contradictions were also major causes leading to the expansion of class 
struggle. 


First, there has been a confusion of the distinction between the masses 
presenting their opinions to the Party or their leaders and premeditated 
opposition to the Party and to socialism on the part of an individual. This 
type of confusion was manifested in a fairly serious way during the anti- 
rightist struggle on 1957. At that time, our Party appealed to the masses 
inside and outside the Party to assist in rectification of the work style in 
the Party. During the course of this, several kinds of situations arose. 
One of these was that many people genuinely and sincerely presented a good 
many well-intentioned opinions in which they criticized the subjectivism, 
bureaucratism, factualism and unhealthy tendencies of certain organizations 
and leaders. The substances of their criticisms were basically correct. 
Another of these was the fact that some persons, because of limitations in 
their knowledge and of incorrect methods of considering problems, presented 
Opinions that were incorrect and were in error even though their intentions 
were good. The third of these was that there was actually a small number of 
persons who were carrying out viscious attacks against the Party and against 
socialism from a rightist standpoint. However, after the anti-rightist 
struggle began, a rigorous distinction was not made between the two former 
situations and the latter situation and matters were not carried out in 
earnest accordance with the stipulations of the Party Central Committee. 
When a person presented his opinion, all it took for him to be considered as 
deliberately opposing the Party was for his remarks to have been incisive or 
to have upset a leader. Many comrades were thus innocently branded as 
rightists. 


Second, there has been a confusion of the distinction between divergence of 
opinions that arise within the Party over policy or methods of carrying it 
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out and struggle between the two lines. A consequence of this was that 
differing opinions were not tolerated. As soon as a difference of opinion 
arose, it was considered to be a struggle between the two lines and class 
struggle, with comrades who presented their opinaons being viewed as 
opportunists and with the upper and lower strata being upset. In this way, 
not only were correct opinions suppressed, but, in addition, erroneous 
opinions could not be corrected, many comrades were treated unjustly and 
damage was done to the revolutionary cause. 


Third, there has been a confusion of the distinction between differing 
theoretical and academic viewpoints and controversy among schools of thought 
on the one hand and class struggle on the other hand. In this sphere, it has 
been the consistent policy of our Party to let a hundred schools of thought 
contend, that is, to allow people to hold differing viewpoints as well as 
discussion and mutual criticism among schools of thought. However, in actual 
practice, this policy has not been very well implemented in the past. Many 
academic disputes have been overstated as class struggle and some of these 
viewpoints and schools of thought have been brutally attacked as tools of 
bourgeois, revisionist ideology. This has been the case, for example, in 
Giscussions of the identity of thought and existence and the problem of 

two combining into one in the field of philosophy, in discussions of the 
policy of concession and of the problem of upright and honest officials in 
the field of history and in discussions of the problems of writing about 
reality and middle characters in the field of literature. Not only has this 
been the case, but many comrades have also met with political persecution and 
attacks because for this reason. It should go without saying that everyone 
is equal before the truth, that who a person is should be tested only in 
practice and that it is entirely normal for discussions of the aforementioned 
academic questions to develop. However, this was said to be advocating 

“pure learning,” and, as a result, the idea that academic problems are 
political problems and that academic disputes are class struggle became an 
unalterable principle. Thus, class struggle expanded into the spheres of 
thought and culture. 


During the Cultural Revolution, Lin Biao and the "gang of four” expanded class 
struggle to an appalling state and brought down a grave calamity upon the 
people of China. For ten years, the unjust cases, the false cases and the 
erroneous cases that they created extended to all classes of people and 
involved thousands upon thousands of families. Everyone is well aware of 

how many people were affected and how harsh a disaster this has been. It can 
be said that they took advantage of the momentum of the expansion of the class 
struggle to climb to high position and usurp high posts, thus becoming a 
reactionary force bringing calamity to the country and the people such as 
rarely been seen in the course of the history of China. 


What we have been discussing here have been some of the principal causes 

that have led to the expansion of class struggle. From these, we sliould be 
able to find the principal means of preventing the expansion of class struggle. 
That is to say, class struggle should be carried out while adhering to 








practical and realistic class assessments, while adhering to Marxist 
criteria for differentiating among classes, while adhering to the doctrines 
of Comrade Mao Zedong on strictly distinguishing between and handling 

the two different types of contradictions, while abiding by the policy for 
the correct development of class struggle that Comrade HUA Guofeng has put 
forward in the name of the Party Central Committee and while concentrating 
on the central task of realizing the Four Modernizatians. 


10019 
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PARTY AND STATE 


"GANG OF FOUR’ USED WRONG CRITERION TO DISTINGUISH CLASSES 
Beijing BEIJING RIBAO in Chinese 10 Aug 79 p 3 


[Article by Hu Fuming [5170 4395 2494]: "Politics and Ideology Cannot Serve 
as the Basis for Identifying Class") 


[Text] What is class? How does one identify class? This is an elementary 
question of Marxism. It is also ar important question relating to whether 
one can correctly recognize and uandle class and the class struggle. 


Marx has said, “The existence of class is merely related to a certain histor- 
ical stage in the development of production.” ("Selected Works of Marx and 
Engels," Vol 4, p 332) Lenin, regarding class, laid down a complete defini- 
tion: "Classes are certain large groups of this kind: the positions occupied 
by these groups historically in a specific system of social production are 
different, they are different in their relationships to the means of pro- 
duction (the majority of these relationships are explicitly stipulated in 
law), and the functions they have in society's organization of labor are 
different. Therefore, the form and amount of society's wealth that classes 
have at their disposal also differs. Classes are certain groups of this kind, 
and because the positions they occupy in a specific socio-economic structure 
differ, one group among them can possess the labor of another group." 
("Selected Works of Lenin" Vol 4, p 10) This definition tells us that we 
should distinguish a class by its economic position. The basic mark in dis- 
tinguishing a class is the position it occupies in social production. There- 
fore, as it is also a matter of the classes’ relationship to the means of 
production, one class possesses another class's labor. 


Comrade Mao Zedong, similarly, from people's economic position and their 
relationship to the means of production, distinguished class. For example, 
Comrade Mao Zedong in “How to Differentiate the Classes in the Rural Areas," 
written in 1933, said, "A landlord is a person who owns land, does not engage 
in labor, or does so only to a very small extent, and lives by exploiting 

the peasants." “Among the poor peasants, some own part of their land and 
have a few odd farm implements, others own no land at all but only a few 

odd farm implements. As a rule poor peasants have to rent the land they work 
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on and are subjected to exploitation, having to pay land rent and interest on 
loans and to hire themselves out to some extent." The land reform law that 
the central people's government promulgated in 1950 also completely uses 
people's relationship to the means of production--exploiter and exploited--as 
the criterion for identifying a class. This is a concrete application of 
Lenin's definition of class. 


Some comrades, taking Comrade Mao Zedong's “Analysis of the Classes in Chinese 
Society" as their basis, thought that in identifying a class there are two 
criteria, viz, economic position and political attitude. This is a serious 
misinterpretation. Comrade Mao Zedong here is talking about the problem of 
distinguishing our enemies, ourselves, and our friends; he is not talking about 
the problem of identifying class. In distinguishing our enemies, ourselves, 
and our friends, we use the identification of class as the basis, but iden- 
tifying class is not distinguishing our enemies, ourselves, and our friends. 
These are two mutually related yet mutually distinct problems. In identifying 
class, one can only use economic position as the criterion. For instance, even 
though the landlord class in different periods or in different countries has 
special features, its basic nature, both ancient and modern,both Chinese and 
foreign, is identical and cannot be changed. They all own land, do not engage 
in labor, and exploit the peasants. In distinguishing our enemies, ourselves, 
and our friends, one must focus attention on the economic position and polit- 
ical attitude of the classes under certain historical conditions in order to 
distinguish clearly revolutionary leaders, allied forces, and targets of re- 
volution. The political attitude of every class is the reflection of that 
class's economic position under certain historical cenditions. Therefore, 
Comrade Mao Zedong in the "Analysis of the Classes in Chinese Society," on 

the basis of the economic position and political attitude of classes, dis- 
tinguishes our enemies, ourselves, and our friends, while in "How to Differ- 
entiate the Classes in the Rural Areas" he uses economic position to identify 
class. There is no contradiction at all here. If we lump these questions 
together, we will certainly create confusion. 


For a long period of time, Lin Biao, the "gang of four, and that “adviser" 
deliberately opposed Lenin's definition of class, and advocated taking pol- 
itics and ideology as the criterion for identifying class. That "adviser," 
after the Great Cultural Revolution started, barefacedly ranted: "Classes 

in a socialist society manifest themselves in the ideological sphere and 
political sphere; from beginning to end there exist class, class contradiction 
and class struggle, ...... Only from this point of view can one understand 
why the Chinese Communist Party could produce people in authority who took 

the capitalist road." This is extremely absurd historical idealism! 


Marxist commonsense tells us that any class is a product of a certain mode 

of production, and also exists in a certain economic position. This is the 
basic nature of class. The economic position of each class is primary; the 
political attitude and world view are secondary, and are determined by econ- 
omic position. Because of this, departing from the relationship to the means 
of production, departing from the economic position, and departing from the 
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relationship between exploiter and exploited, and identifying class on the 
basis of politics and ideology is, the viewpoint of historical idealism that 
puts the root before the branch and is bound to confuse the class line and 
confound right and wrong. 





Lin Biao, the “gang of four," and that “adviser” advocated usijaug politics and 
ideology as the basis for identifying class, and their main criminal motive was 
to create so-called “capitalist roaders" and “bourgeoisie within the party” in 
order to overthrow a large group of party, government, and irmy leading cadres 
from the central to the local level. Everyone knows that the leading cadres 
at all levels of the party, government, and army for the most part are good 

or relatively good. They not only do not possess the means of production, but 
also have never exploited others for the fruit of their labor. They have he- 
roically struggled to eliminate the exploitative system and the exploitative 
classes, and you cannot fool people by slandering them as “bourgeoisie.” 

Thus, Lin Biao, the gang of four," and that "adviser" trotted out the criter- 
ion of using “political and ideological categories" to identify class, ad- 
vocated identifying class according to “line,” that is, their ultraleftist 
line. This ultraleftist line slandered all fronts in the 17 years after li- 
beration as "black line dictatorship," “revisionist rule," and “bourgeois 
dictatorship over the government of the proletariat," and further slandered 
the leading caders at all levels as promoting or pursuing the “revisionsist 
line,” being “representatives of the bourgeoisie," "capitalist roaders," 

and “bourgeoisie within the party." Simultaneously, they also uniformly iden- 
tified the broad masses of intellectuals as bourgeois intellectuals, and slan- 
dered them as “notorious number nine." Obviously, to use politics and ideol- 
ogy, including line, as the basis for identifying class was a “theoretical 
weapon" for Lin Biao, the “gang of four," and that "adviser" to usurp the 
party and seize power and to implement feudal fascist dictatorship. 


In the 30 years after liberation, because our party has adopted correct and 
reasonable measures, in our country (except for Taiway) we have already elim- 
inated the feudal exploitative system and the capitalist exploitative system 
and reformed the small-scale production system. The socialist system has 
already passed severe tests and consolidated its own stable control. The 
landlord class and the rich peasant class, as classes, have already been elim- 
inated. The capitalist class, as a class, no longer exists. The vast ma- 
jority of people in these classes who have labor capability have already been 
transformed into workers in the socialist society who live by their own toil. 
This is the great historical victory of the socialist revolution. If we look 
at the question from the perspective of <hanges in the economic system, then 
to eliminate the exploitative system is to eliminate the exploitative class as 
a class, and after a long period of struggle and education we will transfrom 
the vast majority of the exploitative class into workers who live by their 

own toil. Naturally, our country still has counterrevolutionary elements 

and enemy agents, and still has criminal elements and degenerates who 
seriously damage the socialist order, and also has new exploitative elements 
who embezzle and steal, speculate and profiteer. Certain remnants of the 
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“sang of four,” a small minority of landlord and rich peasant elements who 
have not been reformed well enough, and certain remnants of other old exploit- 
ative classes still continue to uphold reactionary positions and to engage in 
antisocialist political and economic activities. Moreover, the domestic class 
struggle is closely connected with the international class struggle. Thus, all 
kinds of class enemies will still exist for a long time, and we must impose 
upon them the dictatorship of the proletariat, and we absolutely cannot relax 
our guard, Among the people the influence of bourgeois class ideology and 
feudal class ideology will exist for a long time, and to counter these influ- 
ences we must carry out long-term struggle and education. We have to use the 
basic principles of Marxism concerning class identification, correctly analyze 
and recognize our nation's internal class situation and class struggle pro- 
blems, and adopt correct policies before we can with stability and unity de- 
velop socialist modernization. 


9499 
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PARTY AND STATE 


"TUNGHS LANG’ ARTICLE ON NEED TO REHABILITATE LIU SHAOQI 
Hong Kong TUNGHSIANG in Chinese No 12, 16 Sep 79 pp 7-9 HK 


Article by Juan Shan-ching [7086 1472 7230]: "New Signs To Rehabilitate 
Liu Shaoqi"] 


[Text] Will the Chinese Communist authorities rehabilitate Liu Shaoqi and 
when? This is a matter of concern to people overseas. If everything is 
judged according to reason, the rehabilitation of Liu Shaoqi is inevitable 
and is something that will come sooner or later. If close attention is paid 
to the latest developments reported in the Chinese communist press, one can 
see that the Chinese communists are busily preparing public opinion for the 
rehabilitation of Liu Shaoqi. That day does not seem far off. 


The Importance of "Self-Cultivation” Is Reiterated and Affirmed 


Anyone interested in the problem of Liu Shaoqi cannot forget a book entitled 
"How to Be a Good Communist.” It can be said to be the fruit of Liu Shaoqi’s 
painstaking efforts and also the “motto” in the past for the Chinese communists. 
At the beginning of the cultural revolution, it was realized that Liu Shaoqi's 
book had to be negated before he could be removed from office. Therefore, 
this book was made the first target of attack. In May 1967, the editorial 
departments of RENMIN RIBAO and HONGQI jointly published an article entitled 
"The Crucial Point of ‘How To Be a Good Communist’ is the betrayal of the 
proletarian dictatorship.” With the publication of this article, the book 

was completely negated. From then on, “How To Be a Good Cramunist™ was called 
the “Black ‘Self-Cultivation.’” The word “self-cultivation" also became taboo 
because it carried the connotation of “the more one pays attention to self- 
cultivation, the more revisionist one wili be and the more one is revisionist, 
the more attention one will pay to self-cultivation.” After that people did 
their best to avoid the book "How To Be a Good Communist” and the word “self- 
cultivation.” The latter became almost synonymous with "“revision(-ism).” 


However, the surging waves of history sift gold from sand. More than 10 


years have passed since then and “self-cultivation” is again being picked 
up and affirmed. 
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Not long ago a Beijing magazine, “Dushu,” published an eye-catching article 
by Li Honglin entitled “Communists Must Pay Attention to Self-Cultivation.” 
Li Honglin wrote: “Human beings, communists in particular, must pay atten- 
tion to self-cultivation.” lie clearly pointed out that in the past decade 
and more because of interference by Lin Biao and the “gang of four,” there 
was a great deal of confusion over the problem of self-cultivation. Lin 
Biao and the "gang of four” opposed self-cultivation, so while they were on 
the rampage, severe damage was done to the style of party relations of the 
CCP and society also was subjected to enormous spiritual traumas. Therefore, 
the author said that “reality has given the answer to the question whether 
communists must pay attention to self-cultivation. The word ‘self-cultiva- 
tion’ must now be rehabilitated.” Although no direct reference was made to 
the book “How To Be a Good Communist,” anyone with a discerning eye can 
tell that in calling for the rehabilitation of the word “self-cultivation,” 
the author was also calling for the rehabilitation of the book “How To Be a 
Good Communist.” 


On 14 August, Beijing RIBAO carried an article written by Xue Ping entitled 
“Communists Must Be ‘Watchful Over Themselves While Alone.'" This article 
started on a provocative note: “If this article had appeared several years 
ago, its title--'Communists Must Be Watchful Over Themselves While Alone’ 
alone could well have led to its being relentlessly castigated as ‘revision- 
ist’ propaganda because that ‘adviser’ of Lin Biao and the ‘gang of four’ 
once said with a murderous look that communists who talked about self-culti- 
vation were ‘revisionists’”" This Beijing RIBAO article reminds people of the 
past criticisms of the call for being “watchful over oneself while alone” and 
concludes that those criticisms were wrong. By extension, the past criticisms 
of the book “How To Be a Good Communist” were also wrong--it was this book 
that called for being “watchful over oneself while alone.” 


In all its efforts to bring order out of chaos, the Chinese communists must 
follow the principle of correcting mistakes, overturning unjust charges when- 
ever they are discovered and breaking through all existing forbidden zones. 
Therefore, is it not logical to overturn all slanderous and unjust charges 
made against the book “How To Be a Good Communist” and make a fresh appraisal 
of the book and of the thinking of Liu Shaoqi? 





Countercriticisms Against “Articles Criticizing Liu” 


Any witness of the stormy cultural revolution cannot forget the spring of 
1967, the height of the political strife when Lin Biao, Kang Sheng and the 
“gang of four" were frantically engaged in sabotage and everywhere there 

were cries of “down with Liu Shaogi.” Liu Shaoqi was then hanging by a thread. 
Amid all this, Qi Benyu, 4 counterrevolutionary termite and self-styled 
“young historian,” flaunted the banner of “revolution” and in the name of 
“criticizing ‘The Secret History of the Qing Court'” dished up an article 
entitled “Patriotism or National Betrayal?--on the reactionary fila ‘The 
secret history of the Jing Court.'” (This hereafter referred to as "Qi's 
Article.") Qi's article was published in HONGOI (No 5, 1967). It produced 
wide repercussions and severely affected the political situation at that time. 
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Why? Although Qi's article was supposed to be a criticism of the film “The 
Secre: nistory of the Qing Court,” in fact it was really aiming at a politi- 
cal target. That is to say, the purpose of Qi's article was to play a sup- 
porting role in the political struggle to depose Liu Shaoqi. Not long after 
its publication, Liu Shaoqi was labeled a “renegade, hidden traitor and scab.” 


Qi Benyu fell long ago but why was it nobody ever paid attention to Qi'’s article 
curing the long period in the past? Was it not because Qi's article “ren- 
dered meritorious service to deposing Liu"? 


Qi's article has now come under attack in public. On my recent trip to the 
mainland, I read an article in the first issue of "Daxuesheng,” the Fudan 
University journal, entitled "Comments on ‘Patriotism or National Betrayal?’ 
On the Historical Importance of the Reform Movement of 1898." (This <zrticle 
will be referred to hereafter as the “Comments.") The authors were Liu Zheng- 
tai and Cheng Hong. The “Comments” can well be regarded as the first shots 
fired at Qi's article and as signalling the start of countercriticisms of 
“Articles Criticizing Liu." The “Comments” profoundly analyzed and criticized 
the nonsense uttered in Qi's article on three important issues--what attitudes 
to adopt toward bourgeois reformism, imperialist aggression, and the Yi Tlie Tuan 
movement of 1900. The “Comments” clarified the facts once thrown into con- 
fusion by Qi's article and rectified the reversal of right and wrong in that 
article. 


Although innuendoes made in Oi's article about Liu Shaoqi were not dealt with 
directly, the "Comments" marked the beginning of countercriticisms of “Articles 
Criticizing Liu." Countercriticisms need time to reach intensity, from beating 
about the bush to hitting the nail on the head. In this way problems not dealt 
with in the “Comments” can be discussed later. Then it will be possible for 
the problem of Liu Shaoqi--the principle target of Qi's article--to be raised 
and discussed. The ten major indictments against Liu Shaoqi will then be 
clearly examined to see whether they were a political frameup. 


Golden Sayings by Zhang Wentian 


What is noteworthy is, after the CCP rehabilitated Zhang Wentian, a former 
CCP Secretary General, RENMIN RIBAO on its first page on 27 August carried an 
article by Zhang Wentian titled “Inner-Party Struggle Should Be Carried Out 
Correctly.” It was the seventh cart cf the author's longer article entitled 
"On Some Problems Concerning Classes and Class Struggle in China Under the 
Proletarian Dictatorship,” which Zhang Wentian wrote while he was held under 


“surveillance” in Zhaoqing, Guangdong in 1973. 


The timing of the publication in RENMIN RIBAO is of special significance. 

This article was written after Lin Biao, who was likened to “a heavenly steed 
soaring across the skies,” crashed and was buried somewhere in the hinterland. 
The author witnessed many inner-party struggles and there could be no mistake 
about what we meant. When we read it today, we seem to hear this CCP activist, 
who survived the hardships of such turbulent struggles, voicing opposition to 
the injustice done to Liu Shaoqi. Let us cite some passages from Zhang's 
article. 
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",..There is a difference between a personwho practically is an agent of the 
bourgeoisie within the party and a person who originally is an agent of the 
bourgeoisie within the party, a representative of the bourgeoisie who has 
wormed his way into the party.... In dealing with those persons who are 
hidden traitors and special agents infiltrated into our ranks or dragged 

out from our ranks by the bourgeoisie, no matter how revolutionary they are 
in appearance, we should never treat them as comrades of our party who ideo- 
logically have made mistakes. However, there is the possibility that there 
are hidden traitors and special agents among those who have made mistakes. 
Therefore, we must heighten our vigilance. Meanwhile, we should not hastily 
suspect or arbitrarily condemn a comrade who has committed this or that kind 
of mistake as an agent of the bourgeoisie within the party, a class enemy, 
hidden traitor or a special agent, without conducting strict and thorough in- 
vestigations and obtaining concrete evidence, even though such a comrade has 
committed serious mistakes. This would inevitably result in magnifying the 
contradictions among the people themselves into contradictions between our- 
selves and the enemy, and making us regard our own comrades as our enemies, 
thus creating even greater danger to our party. It would cause serious damage 
to the party if we condemned some persons who are not opportunists as being 
opportunists and put the label of ‘agents of the bourgeoisie within the party' 
on our good comrades who have never made mistakes or have committed only a 
few mistakes." 


Theory derives from practice and directs practice. Today when confronted with 
the question whether Liu Shaoqi can be and will be rehabilitated, people read- 
ing such golden words by Zhang Wentian will naturally ask questions such as 
did "left" deviation not pose the principal danger during the cultural revolu- 
tion? Were correct things not regarded as right deviationist? Was Liu Shaoqi 
not first named as the representative of the right opportunist line and later, 
were he and his wife Wang Guangmei not "hastily suspected and arbitrarily con- 
demned as "renegades," "hidden traitors" and "special agents"? Besides, at 
the time when the "left" opportunist line held sway and Lin Biao and the 

"gang of four" were playing double-dealing tactics, did they not trump up 
charges against Liu Shaoqi, who "originally was not an opportunist,” accuse 
him of being “an agent of the bourgeoisie within the party" and topple him? 
Does this string of questions not show that the rehabilitation of Liu Shaoqi 
is imminent? 


The Latest Revelation By Yu Qiuli 


About the same time that Zhang Wentian's article was published in RENMIN 
RIBAO, Chinese Vice Premier Yu Qiuli specially leaked some news about the 
rehabilitation of Liu Shaoqi when he met a Japanese news delegation. Yu 
Qiuli revealed that Liu Shaoqi was once the head of state and he would 
probably be given a fresh appraisal based on facts. Yu hinted that the CCP 
leadership had actually reached unanimity on the question of rehabilitating 


Liu Shaoqi ana that it was now only a question of time before making such 
an announcement. 
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It is said that the CCP plans to solve the problem of Liu Shaoqi at its up- 
coming Fourth Plenum. This session was originally scheduled for this summer 
but it is likely that it has been postponed until this winter or next spring. 


Liu Shaogi was openly recognized as representing the correct line guiding 
party work in the Kuomintang-controlled area during the revolutionary period 
and he occupied the important position of head of state after the founding 
of the PRC. It was because of the three monstrous charges--"renegade, hidden 
traitor and scab"--that Liu Shaoqi was deposed. His fall has been regarded 
the biggest achievement of the cultural revolution. Therefore, his rehabili- 
tation is much more than a simple, ordinary matter. It is so complicated 

and involves so many areas that it will surely have a tremendous impact. 

Once the Chinese communist authorities rehabilitate Liu Shaoqi, they will 
also have to give new explanations related to many other major issues. It 

is imperative for the CCP to take a clear-cut stand in this regard before 

it can achieve the expected results of “bringing order out of chaos." Hence, 
there is every reason for the CCP to take a purdent and very patient approach 
toward the rehabilitation of Liu Shaoqi. Nevertheless, it is my hope that the 
Chinese communist authorities will no longer hesitate, but be bolder and 
quicker in overturning all unjust charges against Liu Shaoqi and rehabilitate 
him so as to give a perfect answer to the “outstanding question" in people's 
minds. 


CSO: 4005 
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PARTY AND STATE 


HONG KONG JOURNAL REPORTS FURTHER ON HU FENG INCIDENT 
Hong Kong CHENG MING in Chinese No 23 1 Sep 79 pp 26-29 HK 
[Article by Hao Hao: "The True Facts of the Hu Feng Incident"--Part II] 


[Text] The No 3 issue of WENYI BAO in 1953 published "Hu Feng's Anti-Marxist 
Thinking" by Lin Mohan and "The Realist or Antirealist Road" by He Qifang. 
(They were the speeches given at the discussion meeting on 11 December 1952 
on Hu Feng's thinking on literature and art.) In his article, Lin Mohan said: 
"Before criticizing Hu Feng's thinking on literature and art, we must clear- 
ly say: Hu Feng carried out literary and art activities for a long time in 
the region ruled by the Kuomintang. Politically, he was a progressive, carry- 
ing out a struggle against the fascist culture of the Kuomintang. He made 
contributions in this respect. His thinking on literature and art is not 
completely incorrect, containing correct elements in some places. In light 
of some correct views on some individual issues, his thinking has basic mis- 
takes in it. In substance, Hu Feng's thinking on literature and art opposes 
Marxism and runs counter to the principle oriented by Comrade Mao Zedong on 
literature and art.... With this incorrect thinking on literature and art 

as the center, a small literary and art clique has been formed around Hu Feng. 
This small clique is characterized by being seriously divorced from politics 
and the masses and by being engrossed in self-appreciation and public self- 
praise. We say that it is a small literary and art clique because it is not 
well organized, being nothing but a group of people who have the same trend 
of thought. The work style of this small clique embodies their strong exclu- 
siveness. They exclude and strike blows at all opinions which differ from 
their own, no matter from what direction those opinions come. Self-criticism 
is basically inapplicable to them. They regard the interests of their small 
group as the greatest interests." 


In July 1954, Hu Feng took these criticisms poorly and submitted to the CCP 
Central Committee a lengthy 300,000-word "Letter of Suggestion” entitled 

"The Explanatory Materials on Several Theoretical Problems." This material 
systematically refuted the two articles by Lin Mohan and He Qifang which cri- 
ticized him. He held that “indomitable factionalism" existed in the PRC 
literary world. “From the criticisms of me by Comrades Lin Mohan and He 
Qifang, we can see that five ‘theory’ knives have been put to the throats of 
the readers and writers." These "five knives" are: (1) "Writers who are 
engaged in creation and practice must first have a perfect communist world 
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outlook"; 2) "Only the livelihood of workers, peasants and soldiers is live- 
lihood, whereas daily livelihood is not livelihood"; 3) "People can create 
only after their thinking has been transformed"; 4) "Only the previous form 
can be called the national form" and "if we accept the experience of inter- 
national revolutionary literature and art and in realist literature and art, 
we shall prostrate ourselves ‘before bourgeois literature and art'"; and 5) 
"The themes vary in importance and can determine the value of the works, ‘to 
be faithful to fine arts’ is to negate ‘to be faithful to reality." This 
will make writers become machines operated by ‘materialism.’ They will com- 
pletely rely on the themes and rush about searching for the ‘themes’ and 
"typical examples.'... So-called ‘important themes’ must be brilliant things. 
After the victory in revolution, the themes should not deal with the struggle 
between the new and the old and with dead people, even if the people have died 
and the struggle between the new and the old was carried out before the vic- 
tory. After the victory in revolution, the themes should not deal with back- 
wardness and darkness, even if the backwardness and darkness were overcome 
after the struggle. This makes writers dare not write anything, what they 
write must be ‘brilliant.’ This means that what they write are false things. 
To ignore the backwardness and ‘darkness’ which wait to be eliminated is to 
disregard the brilliance of progress. This will divorce writers completely 
from politics and the people." At last, he said: "The problems do not lie 
in these five knives but in factionalism which manipulated them at will." In 
addition, in his "Letter of Suggestion," he put forward "the suggestion for 
reference" to the PRC on how to exercise leadership in literature and art 
{the mode of the movement of literature and art," "The Mode of the Movement 
of Dramas" and "On Film Plays"). 


Hoodwinked By an Optimistic Appraisal 


In September 1954, the college paper "Wenshizhe" of Shandong University pub- 
lished the article by Li Xifan and Lan Ling entitled "On the ‘Brief Comments 
on the Red Chamber Dream’ and Others." After reading this article one day in 
the middle of September, Mao Zedong sent Jiang Qing to the editorial depart- 
ment of RENMIN RIBAO to tell Deng Tuo, Zhou Yang, Lin Mohan, Shao Quanlin, 
Feng Xuefeng and He Qifang that he attached great importance to it. She 
wanted RENMIN RIBAO to reprint it to evoke discussion. On the one hand, 

Deng Tuo, Zhou Yang and other people held that this was an article by two 
“unimportant persons" and that "the party paper was not a place for free 
debate." On the other hand, they were disgusted with Jiang Qing's arrogance. 
Zhou Yang felt that the article by Li Xifan and Lan Ling was "very coarse 
and was written in a poor style.” Lin Mohan and He Qifang said that "it was 
nothing extraordinary.” Thus, a decision was made to reprint it in WENYI 

BAO instead of RENMIN RIBAO, with a comparatively objective "Editor's Note" 
drafted by Feng Xuefeng. Mao Zedong was very dissatisfied with this and on 
16 October wrote a "Letter on the Problem Concerning the ‘Study of the Red 
Chamber Dream'" to the members of the poiitburo of the Party Central Committee 
and other personnel concerned. Thus, criticism of the "Bourgeois Ideology" 
in the course of the study of "The Red Chamber Dream" and criticism of Hu Shi 
were conducted throughout the country. The article by Li Xifan and Lan Ling 
was originally sent to WENYI BAO. After WENYI BAO returned it, they sent it 
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to WENSHIZHE. WENYI BAO was now forced to reprint it, but did so unenthusias- 
tically. Mao pointed this out in his letter and gave his verbal] instruction: 
"WENYI BAO must be criticized, otherwise, what has happened will be unfair." 
At that time, in accordance with Mao's opinion, Yuan Shuipai, director of the 
literature and art department of RENMIN RIBAO editorial department, published 
an article entitled "Interrogate the [ditors of WENYI BAO” in RENMIN RIBAO on 
28 October, condemning WENYI BAO's bourgeois artistocratic newborn attitude 
of suppressing forces." 


Three days later, the presidiums of the All-China Federation of Literature 
and the art writers association held in "enlarged" meeting to "examine" the 
work of WENYI BAO. 


Before that time, WENYI BAO was the main place which criticized Hu Feng and 

his faction. Seeing that WENYI BAO made the mistake of having a "Bourgeois 
aristocratic new-born attitude of suppression forces," Hu Feng held that it 
was the best opportunity to take revenge. He appraised the situation complee- 
ly erroneously. It was later discovered in a letter to his faction: "A breach 
has been made, but it is only a breach. The problem will be exposed and put 
forward. Er Ma (refers to Feng Xuefeng, chief editor of WENYI BAO at that time) 
and the paper (refers to WENYI BAO) “have taken the lead" to conduct an exami- 
nation and penetrating inspection. What a good scene. The first-stage exami- 
nation will be published first and will not be limited to the subject on ‘The 
Red Chamber Dream." Of course, the ‘poet’ (refers to Yuan Shuipai) has gained 
much, let him so do. However, he cannot escape. 





At the meetings on 7 and 11 November, Hu Feng could not restrain his excite- 
ment and spoke. He dealt with his speech in a letter: "Three meetings of 
the paper (refers to WENYI BAO) have been held here. At the second and third, 
Fat Huang (refers to himself) delivered a 3-hour speech. So far as Volumes 1 
and II of WENYI BAO are concerned, the mistake up to now has been consistent. 
The special features are: The theoretical weapon is vulgar sociology. Asethe- 
tically, one of the expressions in formalism and capitulation to bourgeois 
(figures) (Yuan Shuipai surrenders to Yu Pingbo). Therefore, on the one hand, 
they will surrender when they encounter the bourgeoisie (Cai Yi and the editors 
begged for mercy when they met with Zhu Guangqian's challenge) on the other 
hand, they will strike blows at the newborn forces (unimportant persons) (A 
Long), basically, their attitude toward Marxism-Leninism is: On the one hand, 
they yield to the bourgeoisie (Zhu and Yu); on the other they do not allow un- 
important persons and revolutionary writers to become the weapon to struggle 
(ranging from A Long to Li and Lan). Their ‘mass foundation’ is: They sup- 
press dissenting readers, gather a large number of naive believers and flat- 
terers around, run ‘internal circular,’ strike blows at people who should be 
dealt blows and create an independent kingdom. Thus, they depict the charac- 
teristics of factional ruling and want them to recognize it. When the sup- 
pression of A Long by ‘poet’ Yuan was exposed and examination of Er Ma was 
conducted, the problem was not yet touched. At the third meeting, Xu (refers 
to Lu Ling) gave a 2-hour speech, exposing the historical situation and saying 
that the blow struck this time was premeditated. Zi Zhou (refers to Zhou 
Yang) was the ringleader and Feng Jie (refers to Ding Ling), Shuang Mu (re- 
fers to Lin Mohan) and other people were conspirators. They proposed ruling 
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by factions and warlords. The reactions to the meetings were good and the 
meetings moved people. People generally admitted the existence of faction- 
alism. Thus, their ‘agenda’ were disturbed (they did not want to magnify 
the problem) and the struggle was formally carried out. Xu's 40,000-word 
article (refers to ‘Why Is There Such Criticism’ by Lu Ling) will be thrown 
out one of these days." 


At this time, "things underwent change." 


After Hu Feng spoke at the meetings on 7 and 11 November, Zhou Yang still 
said: "I feel all right." However, at the last session of the 8 December 
enlarged meeting of the presidiums of the Federation of Literature and Art 
and the Writers Association, Zhou Yang made a summary report entitled "We 
Must Struggle” and conducted comparatively violent criticism of Hu Feng. 
All this happened beyond Hu Feng's expectation so that he admitted in a 
letter of 13 December that he “had been hoodwinked by optimistic appraisal, 
rashly advanced, had not specifically analyzed the situation and should bear 
responsibility for this.... He felt that he was a shame to his fighters." 


Examination, Examination, Reexamination 


Following this, at the beginning of January 1955, Mao Zedong personally de- 
cided to openly publish Hu Feng's 300,000-word letter of opinion for the pur- 
pose of criticism. At a conference of the Propaganda Department of the CCP 
Central Committee on 17 January, Zhou Yang formally conveyed the decision of 
the Party Central Committee: To unfold the movement to criticize Hu Feng. 
However, up to that time, it seemed that Hu Feng had not been handled in 
such a manner as the contradiction between the enemy and ourselves had been 
handled, because Zhou Yang still said at this conference: "Regarding Hu 
Feng’'s small clique, we can hold some meetings and assume a helpful attitude 
in accordance with political principles. As for Hu Feng, we will not topple 
him. We will not settle accounts with him for the preliberation period. It 
will do if we criticize his article after liberation. (Hu Feng's) opposition 
to criticism must also be published.” 


Sure enough, sparing no expense, WENYI BAO published Hu Feng's 300,000-word 
letter of opinion in the form of a book with "Hu Feng's Opinion on the Problem 
Concerning Literature and Art" as the subject and issued it free of charge 
with the double issue, Nos 1 and 2, of 1955. 


At this time, Hu Feng had a premonition of an unfavorable situation and was 
extremely nervous. He hurriedly wrote "My Self-Criticism" and said: "I feel 
deep remorse for letting the people, the party and class cause and the great 
epoch down. This ideological movement has awakened and helped me to step 
forward. I now put forward my initial understanding for reference for the 
discussion of my comrades. I hope I shall have the continual assistance of 
my comrades. Under their criticism and with their assistance, I shall con- 
tinue to conduct penetrating and all-round examination of my thinking. Under 
the leadership of the party, I shall transform myself, study hard and endeavor 
to work so I can be relieved of my pain brought about by my past mistakes." 
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He then wrote an article to examine his 300,000-word letter of opinion: "My 
understanding of the situation was subjective and one-sided. Having this sub- 
jective and one-sided understanding, I harbored factional prejudice and deca- 
dent individual feelings and attacked leading party literary and art cadres 
and the comrades who, in the past, expected me to understand my mistakes and 
criticized me out of goodwill. Im fact, I had the attitude of strongly op- 
posing party leadership.... I thank my comrades for pointing out to me that 
it will be dreadful to contemplate if we allow these mistakes to develop. 
After repeatedly disregarding the criticism of comrades, I still have only 
gotten another “sharp” warning. I expect to penetratingly understand my 
mistakes and shall correct them. Although this supplementary examination of 
mine is not deepgoing and complete enough, I hope to have the continuous 
assistance and criticism of my comrades. 


This copy of the examination was written on 16 January and revised on 5 Febru- 
ary with a note added on 26 March: "Today it appears that my self-criticism 
is insufficient and has not penetratingly and clearly analyzed the specific 
contents of the problem and the true nature of my erroneous thinking. it 

may contain new mistakes. However, limited by present conditions, I hope 

that comrades will regard my self-criticism as my support of the criticism of 
my mistakes. I want to learn and conduct self-reflection from the criticism 
of comrades. I want to conduct further examination, write new articles, 
eliminate and correct my mistakes and make amends for my mistakes." 


Mao Zedong Personally Wrote Notes 


Even though he wrote "My Self-Criticism" and examination of the "Letter of 
Opinion" with the addition of a note, it was to no avail. Shu Wu, who was 
described by Hu Feng as "shameless," handed out 34 letters written to him by 
du Feng before and after liberation. In addition, the files and material on 
all the members of Hu Feng's faction were also probably sent to Beijing from 
other places. 


It is possible that because of these letter handed out by Shu Wu and because 
they hoped to gether “criminal evidence" against the “renegades,” in coor- 
dination with the party committees of the units to which members of Hu Feng's 
faction belonged, the public security departments suddenly searched the houses 
and confiscated the property of all members of Hu Feng's faction on the same 
day and at the same time. 


On the basis of the letters handed out by Shu Wu and the "Secret Letters" which 
were seized, three batches of material concerning "Hu Feng's Counterrevolution- 
ary Clique” were published one after another in RENMIN RIBAO on 13 and 24 May 
and 10 Jure <'o»ng with the notes personally written by Mao Zedong. When these 
RENMIN RIBé.:: <orial notes were published, people did not know that they 
were personally written by Mao Zedong. During the cultural revolution, these 
notes were included in the "Quotations" and people suddenly realized this fact. 
They are now formally included in the "Selected Works of Mao Zedong" Volume 

5. In these notes, Mao Zedong pointed out: "Hu Feng’s elements who have 
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appeared in disguise are counterrevolutionaries. They have shown people 
their false appearance and concealed their real appearance. Since they 

want to oppose revolution, they cannot thoroughly conceal their real appear- 
ance.... In the recent big exposure, we have grasped a large amount of real 
proof,” “they were described as a ‘small clique’ in the past, but this is 
wrong. They are not a small group of people. They were regarded as pure 
cultural people in the past, but this is also wrong. Their members sneaked 
into various departments, such as the political, military, economic, cultural 
and educational departments. In the past, they looked like a group of revo- 
lutionaries operating in broad daylight. But this is incorrect. The majority 
of these people have had serious problems. Their basic ranks included special 
agents of imperialism and the Kuomintang, Trotskyites, reactionary military 
officers or traitors to the communist party. A counterrevolutionary faction 
and an underground independent kingdom have been set up in the revolutionary 
ranks with these people as the backbone elements. The task of this counter- 
revolutionary faction and underground kingdom is to overthrow the PRC and 
restore the rule of imperialism and the Kuomintang. They have constantly 
looked for our faults in all places and intended to use them as an excuse for 
carrying out sabotage activities. In places where their members are present, 
strange problems have occurred. After liberation, this counterrevolutionary 
clique began to develop. If we do not check it, it will continue to develop. 
Hu Feng’s background has now been discovered, many phenomena can »e reasonably 
explained and their activities can be stopped.” 


"The Hu Feng Counterrevolutionary Clique” and the Movement of Eliminate 
Counterrevolutionaries 


On 25 May, the presidiums of the All-China Federation of Literature and Art 
and All-China Writers’ Association again held a 700-strong enlarged meeting 
which unanimously adopted resolutions dismissing Hu Feng from membership of 
the All-China Writers’ Association and removing Hu Feng from membership on 
the National Committee of the All-China Federation of Literature and Art, 
from membership on the Administrative Committee of the All-China Writers’ 
Association and from membership on the editorial board of RENMIN WENXUE 
[PEOPLE'S LITERATURE] journal. The meeting suggested to organs concerned that 
Hu Feng be dismissed as a delegate to the NPC and his counterrevolutionary 
crimes be handled. However, at this meeting, Lu Ying suddenly stood up and 
defended Hu Feng. Zhang Guangnian next spoke and rebutted Lu. 


In the wake of this, on 16 July when the Second Session of the First NPC was 
being held, two delegates of the NPC--Hu Feng and Pan Hannian--were arrested 
at the same time. 


From that time, the movement "To Resolutely and Thoroughly Smash Hu Feng's 
Counterrevolutionary Clique” and "To Eliminate Ail Hidden Counterrevolution- 
aries" (were after referred to as "To eliminate Counterrevolutionaries") was 
conducted throughout the country on a grand and spectacular scale. During 
the movement, members of Hu Feng's faction were called "Hu Feng's Elements." 
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People who were related to Hu Feng or "Hu Feng's Elements” or who even read 
the articles and works by Hu Feng or "Hu Feng'’s Elements" were all examined 
or criticized. People who were criticized before were arrested or examined 
in seclusion and were not allowed to return home to join their families.... 


However, after more than 4 year, no problems were found on the great majority 
of people examined in seclusion. After people were released from seclusion, 
some were screened and their verdicts were reversed. An apology was given 

to some people, the people who were examined were full of grievances. The 
free airing of views came about in Spring 1957 and many people stated their 
views on the “Movement to Eliminate Counterrevolutionaries." Soon afterwards 
a struggle against the rightist faction occurred. Some people who were purged 
during the elimination of counterrevolutionaries and the screening of cadres 
and who now expressed their dissatisfaction with these two movements came under 
attack once again. They were labeled as “rightists." Although other people 
were not querulous and were not labeled as member of the "rightist faction," 
in the course of eliminating counterrevolutionaries and screening cadres, the 
political work and personal departments secretly labeled these people as 
“suspected special agents" and “suspected traitors” without their knowledge 
and they had constant problems in the future. When “the class ranks were 
purified" during the cultural revolution, almost all of these people were 
purged and struggled against. 


What is worth mentioning is that Shu Wu who had been a member of lu Feng's 
faction and "Who Rose in Revolt" was not labeled as a “Hu Feng Element." 
In the antirightist struggle, he was not able to escape through luck and 
was eventually labeled a “rightist.” 


Biographic Sketch of Hu Feng 


Lu Xun saw Hu Feng's faults long ago and said that “he is nervous loaded down 
with trivial details. Theoretically he tends to be slightly pedantic and is 
unwilling to use the language of ordinary people.” Lu Xun correctly pointed 
out his faults. Subsequently, Hu Feng’s theory on literature and art de- 
veloped to the other extreme so that no one could understand it. His theory 
on literature and art should be completely criticized. Lin Mohan and He 
Gifang carried out criticism. (The two articles were very convincing.) It 
could be criticized again. If Hu Feng did not agree, he could oppose the 
criticism, Hu Feng's 300,000-word letter which can not be regarded as lengthy, 
contained words such as correcting mistakes if one has made any and guarding 
against them if one has not. We cannot say that this letter has nothing to 
recommend it. Hu Feng's formation of a clique and organization of a faction 
was very bad. It should be criticized and should even be opposed. As a 
matter of fact, Hu Feng was an inferior poet and was not a brilliant theo- 
retician. His faction did not have first-class writers and poets of in- 
fluence. First-class writers of real influence would not follow him. Al- 
though taey considered themselves extraordinary, they did not have great in- 
fluence in the literary world. At that time Hu Feng was called “Hidden 
Counterrevolutionaries" which was so called in the subsequent movement to 
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eliminate counterrevolutionaries. The hidden counterrevolutionaries had 

to be completely eliminated. However, were there so many hidden counter- 
revolutionaries in the whole country? Was it possible that nearly every 
unit had hidden counterrevolutionaries? Could the hidden counterrevolu- 
tionaries be “eliminated” by the vigorous mass movement? Judging from his- 
tory, there was reason for branding Hu Feng as a “Hidden Counterrevolution- 
ary." In the 1930's he was suspected to be a “traitor.” In fact, a “trai- 
tor" is synonymous with a "Hidden Counterrevolutionary." Therefore, opposi- 
tion to Hu Feng and the movement to eliminate counterrevolutionaries brought 
about by opposition to Hu Feng in the 1950's was related to the suspicion 

of Hu Feng being a "traitor" in the 1930's. Was Hu Feng a “traitor?” In 
light of the situation in the 1930's, if he was a "traitor," why were people 
like Zhou Yang not arrested? Feng Xuefeng, an important person sent from 
Northern Shaanxi by the CCP Central Committee, first contacted Hu Feng in 
Shanghai avd was not arrested. From this, we know that it was unlikely that 
Hu Feng was a “traitor” in the 1930's. Because “there was a good reason for 
the accusation” in the 1930's, “real evidence was investigated" in the 1950's. 
His house was searched for to gather evidence and his private letters were 
published. Then all these people were jailed and punished. They were labeled 
as “Hu Feng’s Elements." This action openly trampled on socialist democracy 
and the socialist legal system. This event happened in the middle of the 
1950's and adversely affected democratic life for the next 20 years. Of 
course, Hu Feng was not “upright and bearing no malice” as Lu Xun described 
him, Lu Xun said this because of his favoritism and prejudice. Xu Maoyong 
correctly described Hu "deceitful nature..." History later proved that Hu 
Feng bore malice because of his “deceitful nature.” 


Whether Hu Feng and the opposition to him are correct and meritorious or not 


has become a historical phenomenon and will be justly appraised by later 
generations. 


cso: 4005 
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PARTY AND STATE 


BEIJING JOURNAL PUBLISHES OPEN LETTER TO LEGAL LEADERS 
Beijing TANSUO [Exploration] in Chinese 9 Sep 79 pp 1-6 and 8 HK 


[Open letter of the DemocracyWall dated 29 July 1979 to Peng Zhen, director 
of the Legislative Affairs Commission of the NPC Standing Committee, Jiang 
Hua, President of the Supreme People's Court; and Huang Huoqing, chief Pro- 
curator of the Supreme People's Procuratorate; from Lu Lin of the Beijing 
Electronic Console Plant] 


[Text] To director Peng Zhen, President Jiang Hua and Chief Procurator 
Huang Huoqing: 


On 29 March this year, the Beijing Municipal Public Security Bureau arrested 
Wei Jingsheng--one of the principal members of TANSUO---on the charge of 
counterrevolutionary propaganda and agitation. On 22 May, it arrested another 
member--Yang Guang--on the same charge. In addition, it also arrested prin- 
cipal members of the “Human Rights Alliance"--Ren Wanding, Chen Lu and others. 
In the same period, some active participants in this movement in other cities 
were also detained and arrested. The great majority of them were young work- 
ers and students. 


I was originally a member of TANSUO and took part in this movement after 
last November. On the evening of 22 April this year, the Beijing Municipal 
Public Security Bureau “invited” me to No 44, Banbuqiao to receive 2 days 
of education. Subsequently, I was summoned many times for interrogation (no 
summonses were produced) by the Beijing Municipal Public Security Bureau and 
the Beijing Municipal Intermediate People's Court. 


There were several months between the arrest of Wei Jingsheng and others and 
the publication of the new criminal law and the procedural law. The facts 

in these several months have proved that: Wei Jingsheng and other people 
were not guilty. If they were guilty, they could only be convicted for their 
opinion and idea. Therefore, I went to departments concerned for a clarifi- 
cation of this matter. 


On the afternoon of 11 July, I went to the Criminal Court of the Beijing 
Municipal Intermediate People's Court and asked the following questions: 


Lu: Is old Comrade Luo in? (The person in charge of Wei Jingsheng's case) 
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Court: He is attending a conference. Do not call on him now because he 
is very busy. 


Lu: I have an important matter. 
Court: Then let us talk about it. 
Lu: Has our case ended? 

Court: Wo. 


Lu: According to the new criminal law, I think that Wei Jingsheng and Yang 
Guang are not guilty. You should immediately release then. 


Court: We are trying then. 


Lu: If you do not release them, please tell me your reason, in accordance 
with the new criminal law, what were the activities which constituted the 
crime? 


Court: We have not said that they have committed a crime. We are trying 
them. 


Lu: The court must render a verdict within 1 month or, at most 1.5 months, 
but, our case has lasted 3 months. 


Court: You are referring to the new law. 

Lu: What then is the length of time according to the old law? 

Court: I can't tell you. Our judicial personnel have this information. 
Lu: Do you want to delay this case until the end of this year? 


Court: This is mot our intention, I have already said that we are conducting 
a trial, perhaps, this case will end at a later time. 


On the morning of 16 July, I went to No 44, Banbuqiao, a Mr Liv «f the No 2 
section of the No 7 department (investigatory department) of the municipal 
public security bureau met me. (He is a member of the group in charge of 
the cases of Wei Jingsheng and Yang Guang and he also interrogated me.) 


Liu in accordance with the new criminal law, I feel that Wei Jingsheng and 
Yang Guang are not guilty. 


Liu: Do yor want to reverse their verdicts? I tell you, in accordance with 
the new criminal law, they are also guilty and they can be called counter~- 
revolutionaries. 
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Lu: In accordance with the new law, please tell me what were the factors 
which constituted a crime? The new law says that actions which are for the 
purpose of overthrowing the political power of the dictatorship of the pro- 
letariat and the socialist system are counterrevolutionary offenses. Further- 
more, specific and actual actions are required to prove guilt. We only spoke 
our views on some social probles. 


Liu: You were guilty of spreading counterrevolutionary propaganda and agi- 
tation, propaganda and agitation are actions. 


Lu: I want to ask you if people can be convicted for their ideas? 
Liu: It all depends on what kind of ideas. Your ideas fit this category. 


Lu: Can you tell me specifically what our journal said that constituted the 
counterrevolutionary offenses? 


Liu: You think that there was none? After Wei Jingsheng was arrested, you 
distributed a leaflet, which said at the end: "Eliminate the existing fascisn.” 
He can be convicted of a counterrevolutionary offense on the basis of this 
sentence. 





Lu: We feel that your indiscriminate arrest of people is a fascist action. 


Liu: What? We are fascist? Whom are we representing? We are representing 
the organ of the dictatorship of the proletariat. Whom have you referred to? 
What you have referred to is the dictatorship of the proletariat as a whole. 
(Liu believes that the organ of the dictatorship of the proletariat can repre- 
sent the dictatorship of the proletariat as a whole.) 


Lu: You think that there is nothing running counter to the policies in our 
country? If Zhang Zhixin had cursed her executioner as a fascist, would you 
have held that she was condemning the dictatorship of the proletariat? 


Liu: You gust not wander to the subject of Zhang Zhixin. We are now under 
the leadership of the Party Central Committee headed by Chairman Hua. 


Lu: Is there nothing contravening the policies under the leadership of the 
Party Central Committee headed by Chairman Hua? 


Liu: You do not agree? You raise them again. You raise them again. 


Last November, Wei Jingsheng wrote the article "The Fifth Modernization" 
which was an important article and he put it up on the Democracy Wall. In 
this article, he boldly put forward the clear-cut slogan: “Without demo- 
cratization, there can be no ‘four modernizations.'" Subsequently, he wrote 
articles, “the Fifth Modernization, Part II,” “The Fifth Modernization, Part 
III” and “the 20th Century Bastilel-Qincheng No 1." On the eve of his arrest, 
he wrote an editorial for our editorial department entitled: “Do you want 
democracy or a new dictatorship.” Our problem was caused by this article. 
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The main contents of this article included criticism of the speech given by 
Comrade Deng Xiaoping at the conference of cadres of all departments and 
committees in the people's hall on 16 March. For example, Comrade Deng Xiao- 
ping said that so-and-so was a bad person and should be arrested. We put 
forward the criticism we had made, saying that departments like courts 
should be responsible for making arrests and no matter how high one's 
position, no one has the right to arrest people. "In accordance with which. 
article of the law, can the term "bad person’ constitute an offense? What 
is the standard for determining who is a person? Whose view can be regarded 
as the standard? If these several simple questions are not clarified, there 
will be no legal system in China.” At the conclusion of the article, we 
said: Carrying out the reform of the social system and enabling China to 
head for democracy, are the prerequisites for solving the current social and 
economic questions. Only when the leader is given authority by those he 
leads can he win their voluntary cooperation and give play to their activisn. 
Only when the followers fully air their views can they help the leader ana- 
lyze questions and give play to the masses’ wisdom. On the premise of co- 
operation and collective wisdom and efforts, we can gurantee the best effi- 
ciency in work to the greatest extent and achieve the most ideal results. 
This is the only road which China can now take although it is currently the 
most difficult road. 


In his government work report at the second session of the Fifth NPC, Comrade 
Hua Guofeng pointed out: "While achieving the ‘four modernizations,’' we must 
pursue political democratization.” This is to say that, without political 
democratization, there will be no “four modernizations.” In addition, this 
session also passed the electoral law governing the people's government in 
all places and demanded that the leaders at all levels be voluntarily elected 
by a vote of the masses. The emergence of these important measures which con- 
form to the people's interests have further proved that Wei Jingsheng's main 
viewpoint is correct and represents the people's interests. Of course, there 
were some radical remarks in his article such as his views on Mao Zedong and 
his criticism of Comrade Deng Xiaoping. However, as a young person who har- 
bors an incomparable hatred for the fascist dictatorship of the “gang of four,” 
longs for the establishment of the democratic legal system and frankly puts 
forwird his views on the various malpractices in our country, he unavoidably 
used radical remarks to expose and criticize them. The government must see 
that the great majority of comrades in this movement who put forward their 
views to the government, party and state leaders cherish infinite love for 
the Chinese people, have enthusiastically embarked on the “four moderniza- 
tions” of the motherland and have been tremendously indignant over bureau- 
cratism. In accordance with the rights vested by the constitutional law, 
they frankly put forward their views on many important social problems. 
“Every man has a duty to his country.” The government must encourage then, 
guide them and hold heart-to-heart talks with them but not obstruct and 
suppress them. Obstruction and suppression will bring about counteraction. 
It is unfortunate that some people grasped their radical remarks, took up 

the hatchets and wanted to destroy them. The new criminal law has now been 
promulgated and we have a basis for our work and criteria for passing sen- 
tences. This new criminal law will play an important role in achieving the 
“four modernizations.” However, can we work well in accordance with the 

law which has been made’? This is a key problen. 
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Foreign reports commented on the Chinese criminai law, saying that it is 
good but it depends on how it is enforced. I believe that the case against 
Wei Jingsheng and other people is a touchstone for testing whether or not 
the new criminal law can be enforced in our country. On 29 March, the Bei- 
jing Municipal Public Security Bureau arrested Wei Jingsheng and set an ex- 
ample for the whole country. After the Beijing Municipal CCP Committee is- 
sued a circular on 31 March, ail provinces and municipalities throughout 

the country issued the so-called circulars on maintaining social order. 

They arrested people everywhere, demolished and destroyed the Democracy Walls 
and strangled this movement. Some provinces and municipalities even related 
activities like “gambling,” “witches dancing in a trance” and “looking for 
holy water" to this democratic movement. This situation has caused a great 
reaction at home and abroad and the reaction is still very great. I there- 
fore believe that whether this case can be handled well or not is a problem 
of how to enforce the new criminal law and is also an important problem of 
whether or not the support of the party and people can be won. 


I wish to talk about why Wei Jingsheng and other people were so unfortunate. 


I think that this is directly related to the ultraleftist trend of thought 
which emerged in the party in March. Some papers said that an ultraleftist 
trend of thought emerged in the party in March and a rightist trend of thought 
which has emerged in society has negated the principle formulated by the 3d 
Plenum of the llth Party Central Committee and has negated the four principles. 
I think that this view is incorrect. We have clearly understood the ultra- 
leftist trend of thought which emerged in the party in March. It was the 
last-ditch struggle carried out by the dregs of the "gang of four." It also 
included people who foliowed the wind, people who caused political earth- 
quakes and people who wrapped themselves in a tiger's skin to frighten others. 
They have used the “four principles" as their amulet and, under the pretext 

of [words illegible], have negated the "four principles" to destroy the bud 

of democracy just growing in the vast land of China over the past 20-odd years. 
Do they want to uphold the "four principles?" No, in fact, they do not know 
what the "four principles" are. For example, what is the socialist road? What 
countries are taking the socialist road? In which years was the road which 
China took called the socialist road? Which matters have socialist charac- 
teristics?... They have not basically and clearly understood these problems. 
As soon as people mention capitalism, they condemn them for pursuing capital- 
ism and beat them. "It seems that democracy is only a matter for the capital- 
ist countries” and so on. Their view cannot convince people but greatly con- 
fuses their thinking. They have spoken to the people throughout the country 
on behalf of the party and the government through the proletarian propaganda 
organs and have done great harm. The arrest of Wei Jingsheng and others was 
made because of such circumstances. Therefore, I believe that Wei Jingsheng 
and others are victims of the ultraleftist trend of thought in the party. 


This ultraleftist trend of thought has not yet been eliminated ana these 
people still exist. They still hoid some power. During the "April 5" move- 
ment, they struck violently. They did their utmost to hinder the activities 


of reversing the verdicts on the Tiananmen incident. Around the time of the 
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3d Plenum of the llth Party Central Committee they stirred up trouble. 

This May, they applied the “leftist™ techniques and carried out a last- 
ditch struggle. If these “leftist” techniques are not eliminated, the 

enforcement of the new criminal law will be hindered and sabotaged and 

tragic Zhang Zhixin-type cases will continue to occur. 


Here, I wish to tell you about something that was both funny and annoy- 
ing to help you understand our position. You probably know that after 
1 April many units circulated the document of the Beijing Municipal CCP 
Committee on the arrest of Wei Jingsheng. The document did not say that 
he had criticized Comrade Deng Xiaoping but said that he had supplied 
foreign countries with information about the war against Vietnam and had 


asked foreigners for 20 Yuan for supplying the information. What was this 
all about? 


In the beginning of this year, we met some foreign reporters at the Democracy 
Wall. They wanted our journal and asked for a subscription. After negotia- 
tions, we decided that the subscription fee was 20 yuan a year. Subsequently, 
some reporters subscribed to our journal. The Beijing Municipal CCP Committee 
called it an information fee for supplying foreign countries with informations 
about the war against Vietnam and issued a document about this down to the 
masses. Will this make people curse us and call us cheap “traitors?” 


In fact, those who carried out the arrests tried to think that we are bad 
people to cover up their deeds of arresting people indiscriminately. 


Director Peng Zhen, President Jiang Hua, chief procurator Huang Huoging: 


In conclusion, I have several requests and I hope that you will help us find 
a solution: 


l. Instruct the Beijing Municipal Intermediate People's Court to release Wei 
Jingsheng and others. 


2. If the Beijing Municipal Intermediate People's Court believes that Wei 
Jingsheng and others have committed counterrevolutionary offenses, we hope 
that you will try this case. 


3. We hope that you will instruct the Beijing Municipal Intermediate People's 
Court to try this case publicly soon as possible and publicize the crimes of 
Wei Jingsheng and others to the people throughout the municipality, including 
the charge of selling information. 


We hope that you will contribute to the Chinese legal system. 


CSO: 4005 
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PARTY AND STATE 


HONG KONG JOURNAL ON FICTITIOUS REVIVAL OF GANG IN YEAR 2000 
Hong Kong CHENG MING in Chinese No 24 1 Oct 79 pp 36-38 HK 


[Article by Huai Sing [2037 0393]: “The Shout of Democracy and Freedon-- 
on Reading the Political Fiction ‘Possible Tragedy in the Year 2000'"} 


[Text] Recently, the political fiction “Possible Tragedy in the Year 
2000'" (hereafter called “Tragedy in the Year 2000" for short) has been 
widely circulated in such places as Beijing. According to a dispatch of 

the KYODO News Agency of Japan: This story, which was originally carried 

in the May issue of “The Spring of Beijing," caused great repercussions 
when it was published. Some young people have paid several times the listed 
price to obtain a copy. For the sake of satisfying the urgent needs of 
readers, the members of this magazine put this story on the Xidan “Democracy 
Hall" with an explanatory note that it had been prepared for the people who 
had been unable to purchase a copy. 


Why has this story caused such widespread attention and what is its unique 
significance in politics and art? 


When a Certain Leading Member Died.... 


For the sake of facilitating the explanation, we must provide a brief 
outline of the story: 


In the latter part of the year 1998, a certain influential leading member 
of the Political Bureau of the CCP Central Committee dies. This death is 
followed by the mysterious death of several other leading members. A year 
later in the first 20 days of December, an epoch-making change takes place 
within the Chinese Communist Party. During this period, it calls a Plenary 
Session of the Central Committee, investigates the case involving a murder 
exposed in the death of leading members of the Central Committee and com 
pletely and systematically makes public the crime while simultaneously 
carrying out purges both within and outside the party. 


In September 2000, the "18th Congress" held by the Chinese Communist Party 
begins the criticism of a certain leading member (supposedly Deng Xiaoping) 
who has been in charge for 20 years and (the bourgeois headquarters) headed 
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by him. On 1 October, the principal leading member of the CCP openly 
declares in Tiananmen the restoration of all the ultraleftist foreign 
and domestic political programs in force during the rule of the “gang 
of four.” Therefore, scene by scene, the tragedy performed during the 
Great Cultural Revolution is reenacted. 


On 2 October, the appearance of a big-character poster on the Xidan 
Democracy Wall causes a major sensation. It is titled "A Big-Character 
Poster Put Up Here 22 Years Ago” and signed by Yu Ji. It begins as fol- 
lows: “A similar big-character poster was put up here 22 years ago, but 

no one paid any attention to it and the author was almost included in the 
list of ‘a handful of bad people." Some 22 years later, things have un- 
fortunately turned out as the author predicted. Now I am making another 
copy for display. Looking at the past and giving vent to one's feeling 
about the present, this may also be useful 22 years from now." The big- 
character poster is torn down not long after it appears. On 5 December, 

the author appears by Democracy Wall and makes a speech on the big-charac- 
ter poster at the risk of his life. He is pelted with stones and eggs. 

This causes a disturbance and the speech is interrupted. Later, the article 
appears in leaftlet form but is also confiscated by the police. On 6 Decem- 
ber, the author is arrested. However, an underground publication the 
“April 5 Forum” in its final issue runs a special supplement with a color 
picture of the author on its cover and carries the full contents of the 
ill-fated big-character poster. The story introduces quotes from this 
article. 


This is how the story ends: On the last day of the year 2000, the author 
of the big-character poster is sentenced to life imprisonment for being a 
member of "A Counterrevolutionary Clique Plotting To Split the Motherland.” 
In June, his article “stepping on an ant,” which has found its way out of 
the concentration camp, is published in the West. In September, for reasons 
which cannot be explained, he falls to his death froma cliff. On 1 October 
his wife immolates herself in front of the Xidan Democracy Wall and his 
children also disappear. That night, the communists bulldoze Democracy 
Wall down. On the same day the following year, people donate money to 

have Democracy Wall rebuilt. That evening the army surrounds the Great 

Hall of the People and another epoch-making change takes place in the 
political bureau of the Central Committee. 


Based on Actual Political Hallucinations 


This is political fiction. Political fiction uses fantasy to reflect in 

a roundabout way the incongruity of actual politics and expresses the dis- 
appointment and even despair of people toward existing society and politics. 
Moreover, it is often expressed in a satirical style. Despite the word 
“possible,” the "Possible Tragedy in the Year 2000” nevertheless tells 

this story with a bold imagination. Because it is rooted in the actual 
soil of the Chinese Communist Society and the complexity in the hearts of 
the masses, there can be no doubt of its authenticity. On reading it, 

we seem to hear the author tirelessly recounting a story that has just 
taken place. Just as the author expressed at the beginning of the story: 
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“This article is about the year 2000. Some people have turned China upside 
down, and the “gang of four” have been rehabilitated. The dangerous situa- 
tion boldly envisaged here, based on every event that has taken place in the 
past and the evil inherent in the state system, is not impossible. The 
article also recounts the experience and standpoint of a writer of big- 
character posters in this turmoil of tomorrow. Such standpoints are preva- 
lent among the common people in China today." 


It is precisely this kind of rapidly changing political situation which is 
viewed with consternation by any modern country and which has caused many 
Chinese people to become pessimistic and discouraged about the road ahead. 
Because of that, they have lost the courage for creating a beautiful future. 
This has also greatly affected the confidence of foreigners to invest in 
China. No doubt this is a stumbling block to the Chinese communist's de- 
sire for realizing the “four modernizations" with flying speed. Therefore, 
it is very necessary to explore the causes giving rise to this kind of situa- 
tion. 


“Tragedy in the Year 2000" graphically informs people that the root cause 
giving rise to this phenomenon is due to the high degree of centralism 
practiced by the state, the safety and well-being of the state is tied to 
one person, the destiny of 900 million people is in the hands of a few people 
and the power of politics, economy and law is monopolized by a unified 
leadership. When a man dies, his policies die with him. With the death 

of a person, the law of the dynasty will be changed. People have no power 

to control them and they can do as they please. The story also points out 
that although the Chinese communists have now delegated economic power 
downward, strengthened the legal system and allowed more people to take part 
in supervisory work so that they may be in contact with power, these changes 
can be destroyed in a single day so long as the system of an individual or a 
handful of people exists that controls the destiny of everyone, even though 
a series of reforms may be in force for the time being. The reason for this 
is that there are no guarantees to speak of. The author strongly stresses 
the need to give the rights of supervision, election and propaganda to the 
people, not just formally but genuinely. The “right of propaganda” here is 
the core of the three rights. As the author said, without the right of self- 
determination in propaganda, the people's right of supervision makes no sense. 
Only with the right of propaganda plus the right of election can the people 
put an end to the root cause of the phenomenon that gave rise to Lin Biao and 
the “gang of four," change the ridiculous phenomenon of an individual or a 
handful of people controlling the destiny of hundreds of millions of people 
and give the Chinese nation a new look. 





This story is absolutely not, as some commentators have said, a negation 

of the existing communist regime, a negation of the socialist system or 
advocacy for replacing socialism with capitalism. These are ali wrong: 

From the following facts we can see that: 1) The story contains these words: 
"Our aim is to build a country more advanced than a capitalist country and 
not to maintain a country which, though without capitalist faults, is worse 
than a capitalist country. Does this mean we should adopt Western democracy? 
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Any sober-minded people will know that this is impossible. 2) The story 
harbors a sincere feeling for the ambitious blueprint drafted by Deng Xiao- 
ping for China's “four modernizations." The author calls Deng a party and 
State leader loved by all Chinese people and respected by people through- 
out the world and expresses boundless support for his words and actions. 
Although the author also voices dissatisfaction over Deng's views, he is 
motivated by affection. He hopes that Deng’s plan can truly be implemented 
and need not be given up half way and that the "gang of four” and their ilk 
will never have the ability to stage a restoration. I believe that the 
Chinese communist leaders will agree with my interpretation when they read 
this story. I further hope they will openly publish it in RENMIN RIBAO or 
HONGQI and let the whole country hold a debate on how to maintain stability 
in the political situation, guard against the restoration of the “gang of 
four" and enable China to advance with great speed on the road of democracy, 
freedom, stability and prosperity. This should stand the test of practice 
better than the plans studied by a handful of people closeted in conference 
rooms. 


The concern of young communists for the state shown in the story is truly 
touching. Seeing their enthusiasm for making suggestions to the state with- 
out heed of personal safety, we people living abroad can actually see China's 
bright future. In no way can this be separated from the education and en- 
couragement given by those in office. Although their words and sayings are 
bound to be too drastic, this absolutely cannot be construed as a cause of 
their guilt. I am happy to see the recent appearance of a democratic atmo- 
sphere in Beijing. According to an UPI story from Beijing on the 14th: 

"On Friday, a queue appeared in front of democracy wall to purchase the 
underground magazine ‘exploration.'" It seems that this once banned maga- 
zine is now on sale. This shows that the Chinese communist authorities 

have already restored the right of the people to freely express their views 
on political and social issues, putting up “Tragedy in the Year 2000" on 
Democracy Wall has also proven this point. This was something unthinkable 
10 or even 20 years ago. 


"Three-in-One Combination" Method of Writing 


Artistically, the appearance of this story is also of important significance 
to the Chinese world of letters. 


We have mentioned above that this is political fiction. The format of this 
kind of story not only possesses the characteristics of news reporting (the 
whole piece is written in the form of a report) by aiso the characteristics 
of a political commentary (the entire piece is full of the author's view- 
points on the Chinese communist political situation and political system). 
It also possesses the characteristics of fiction (the series of political 
incidents, the characters and the story and plot are all fabricated as is 
the tragedy). It is the first time this kind of combination news reporting, 
political commentary and fiction has appeared in the Chinese communist world 
of letters. We must note that there is also another kind of three-in-one 
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combination reportage. However, it is based on the framework of things that 
have actually taken place and not on fabricated fiction as in this case. 
Such a concise form and the theme it tries to express and draw strong atten- 
tion to are identical in intention. Here we have proof of the truth that a 
certain kind of content must adopt a certain kind of form which will be so 
created. 


In the past, people had a kind of prejudice, holding that if the direct 
expression of viewpoints was too obvious in written articles, then the work 
was dogmatic, stereotyped and insipid. Literature must be expressed by means 
of images, and themes and intentions must be expressed in art before they can 
have any appeal. This story has informed us that not all writings are like 
this. Political commentaries occupy a very large role in "Tragedy in the 
Year 2000" and are presented directly to the reader. However, because these 
political commentaries are soaked with the author's tears and blood and con 
tain his deep concern for the affairs of the state, every sentence and word 
is able to deeply touch the reader's heart. 





The holding of the image of the character of Yu Ji has been a success. In 
the writing, the author has meticulously described the character of Yu Ji and 
the environmental contradictions and conflicts surrounding him, and has made 
the image stand up in the contradictions and conflicts. The author does not 
portray him as a character with heavy features or a god-like herd of fearful 
appearance. Instead, he depicts him as a man who appears weak on the outside 
but strong on the inside. As written in the story: "Slightly after 0500 on 
the 5th, the author of the big-character poster made his appearance. He was 
a man with typical Chinese features in his 50's, tastefully dressed and im- 
pressive in bearing. He spoke simply and plainly about things everybody 
wanted to say but did not know how to do so without getting into trouble. 

The manner of his speech and his strong physique were equally attractive." 
However, this genteel and cultured man did not show the slightest sign of 
fear before awesome pressure. He was as brave as a tiger. After the restor- 
ation of the "gang of four,” he showed his indomitable courage and actually 
dared to make a speech in front of Democracy Wall, hurling a challenge to 
those in power. In the end he was arrested. In court, he did not appear 

in the role of the accused but in that of a judge. In prison, he also did 
not give up the struggle. Evading the arms of the police of the "gang of 
four,” he exposed their crimes to the world. This resulted in his murder. 
The name "Yu Ji" stands for “lingering fear." His outlook represented that 
of many contemporary Chinese people who are afraid that the "gang of four” 
might stage a comeback. Like many Chinese of the present age (the martyrs 
who sacrificed themselves in the "3 April" Tiananmen incident), he also 

gave up his blood and life for the freedom and democracy of the Chinese 
people. The professional writers of China have not molded any unforget- 
table images of the people of high principle in the "Tiananmen incident." 
This mission has now been fulfilled by an amateur writer of the people. 
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When Will Democracy Come to Our Land? 


This story uses poems written in the classical style by the wife of Yu Ji 
(presumably during the time when Lin Biao and the “gang of four" were in 
rower) to describe social conditions in the ywar 2000 after the “gang of 
four's” restoration. One is in the style of "On a Gate Tower at Yuzhou” by 


Chen Ziang of the Tang Dynasty: 


Where, before me, is there a sign of freedom? 
Where, behind me, is there democracy? 

I think of the universe without an end. 

I am all alone, and my tears descend. 


The other is in the style of the "Song of Chi Le” of the North and South 
Dynasties: 


The Democracy Wall 

in Xidan, 

The sky the dome of a stove, 
Covering the surrounding country. 

The sky is bleak. 

The people are lost. 

When will democracy come to our land? 


The poems sound a loud call for democracy and freedom. Today, when the 
Chinese communists are already sufficiently sincere in implementing social- 


ist "freedom" and “democracy,” thinking more of the past and the future can 
keep the people vigilant. 


CSO: 4005 


55 











HONG KONG JOURNAL ON PRC ‘SPECIAL POLICY’ FOR GUANGDONG, FUJIAN 


Hong Kong TUNGHSIANG in Chinese No 12 16 Sep 79 pp 42-44 HK 


[Article by Ling Wen [0109 5113): ""'Special Policy’ for Guangdong and Fujian 
and Its Effect on Hong Kong”) 


[Text] China's recent decision to adopt a special policy and flexible meas- 
ures for Guangdong and Fujian has excited widespread attention. According 
to hearsay reports, since Fujian is mainly dependent on overseas Chinese, 
the situation is more limited in score and its effect on Hong Kong is not 
very great. However, Guangdong is a different matter. Apart from the favor- 
able condition of having a relatively large number of overseas Chinese, it 
is also adjacent to Hong Kong and Macao and can make full use of the finan- 
cial and technical resources as well as all the international connections 
that they can supply. Therefore, the program envisaged for Guangdong is on 
a much larger scale. If this special policy and these flexible measures are 
resolutely implemented and quickly realized, then the effect on Hong Kong 
and Macao and particularly on Hong Kong, will be of very great significance. 





The so-called special policy and flexible measures intended for the various 
municipalities and autonomous districts of the two provinces mainly refer to 
economic construction and other relevant matters. China has always kept an 
extremely tight control over her foreign trade, foreign exchange and foreign 
investments, and they all come under the unified control of departments con- 
cerned of the state council. Theoretically, there is no cause for criticism. 
However, all problems handled by the locality no matter how small must be 
reported level by level to ‘the state council. After study and approval, they 
must again be transmitted down to the original unit. This has frequently re- 
sulted in the loss of golden opportunities. The problem of transmitting the 
documents to the highest level is a real difficulty. By the time the docu- 
ments arrive at the department empowered to make decisions, because of the 
number of decisions that must be made regarding problems from all parts of 
the country, these documents must wait their turn. Moreover, the priorities 
of the central authorities may not be the same for the localities. Because 
of the difference in perspective, the viewpoints naturally are not the same. 
All these buve increased the degree of difficulty of the work. Although sub- 
jectively no one will purposely cause delays, cbjectively, there may be delays 
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mo one can estimate. The numerous complaints expressed by many people 
(including cadres) that this is a typical example of bureaucratism is not 
without foundation. 


Unified control which is too rigid or too tight is not conducive to giving 
play to the initiative of both the central and the local authorities, and 
does no one any good. This question is, what should be the extent of power 

of the central authorities and that of the local authorities? Although this 
appears very simple, it is, in fact, very complicated. Theoretically, prob- 
lems involving the socialist economic structure such as the past absolute 
emphasis on economic planning was a model transplanted from the Soviet Union. 
For the most part this replaced economic law with a poli: ‘a> concept. Every- 
thing had to be done according to a plan and the plan had to be laid down by 
the central authorities. This invariably led to carrying out work according 
to plan and no one dared make revisions or violations. Consequently, enthusi- 
asm at the lower levels was greatly restricted. 


The following example may serve as an illustration. The businessmen in 
Hong Kong feel that some Chinese goods are more backward in style than those 
of other countries and therefore cannot compete in the market. They know 
that some of these goods are made in Guangzhou and they have taken advantage 
of their visits there to make suggestions to the responsible members of the 
manufacturing factories. However, according to them these factories can only 
fulfill the tasks handed down by the departments concerned of the central 
authorities but do not have the power to make changes. When these business-~- 
men realized that the suggestions for improving goods had to be transmitted 
to Beijing and wait their turn to be studied and approved before a decision 
could be sent back to the factories, they felt that by then the styles would 
again be out of date. So they returned home disappointed. Even worse is the 
fact that in this kind of system the responsible members of the factories are 
satisfied with fulfilling or overfulfilling the tasks handed down by the 
upper level and they do not feel that they have any responsibility for the 
lack of competitiveness of their products in the market. 


The Hong Kong businessmen are also always complaining about the slowness of 
doing things in China. At first they showed impatience, then they slowed 
down and finally they slackened up. They may be very anxious in the begin- 
ning and then slacken up and never to be heard of again. At times they 
thought that this was a question of work style. However, this is not the 
case. It is mainly caused by the iimitations of the systen. 


Recently, people have brought forth the economic examples of Yugoslavia, 
Romania and even Hungary, They believe that the speedy economic development 
of these countries lies in the fact that apart from central planning the lo- 
calities also have a certain initiative even in the factories. They all play 
a relatively important role in management, design, production accounting and 
computing pay according to work to fully stimulate production. The success 
in carrying out production not only improved the living standard of the work- 
ers but also greatly benefited the accumulations of the country. This is 

not a question being debated, but one that has been proved by facts. 
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Are these economic structures which are not modeled after the Soviet Union 
actually “departures from orthodoxy” or the manifestation of different roads 
of socialism in what at present is actually still an exploratory period? 
This has led to close attention and fierce debates in China as well as among 
socialist countries all over the world. 


According to reports, quite a few people in China have advocated a change 
from the past economic system and structure. Moreover, this has already been 
gradually expressed in policies since the 3d Plenum of the llth CCP Central 
Committee. However, there are also people who have doubts about what they 
call “liberatization.” They are earnestly afraid of the “restoration” of 
“capitalism” and have maintained reservations or opposition to economic re- 
forms. In the final analysis, the question is one concerning “China's So- 
cialist Road.” We believe that it ~ill be solved within a certain time by 
means of theoretical debates and practical tests. 


However, how long can one wait for the water in the river to clear? We must 
learn the lesson of being caught off guard. Other provinces and regions have 
little to do with the outside. Although it is also not good for them to be 
slow in looking at external matters, but it is still not important. Both 
Guangdong and Fujian have favorable conditions, and they are all there. If 
they are not used one day, they will not be able to produce results. If 
everything must follow the rules of the past and the special policy and flexi- 
bility are not allowed, she economy will not improve, and moreover, the exploi- 
table resources of the Hong Kong and Macao compatriots and the foreign coun- 
tries will not be brought into play. Then, like Dr. Sun Yat-sen said, it 
will be like “begging with a golden bowl” and there can be no worse bungling 
of things. It seems that Beijing is aware of this and has made an important 
decision. Making a special policy for Guangdong and Fujian means removing 
them from the restrictions of existing policies. This is an unprecedented 
action in the 30 years since the founding of the people's republic. 


What are the actual contents of the special policy and flexible measures? 
There does not seem to be anything definite at the moment. Perhaps the 
authorities of the two provinces have not been able to come up with a com 
plete set of plans. According to fragmentary reports in the press and from 
tourists and businessmen we came into contact with recently, the following 
signs can be seen in Guangdong: 


The relaxing of entry and exit formalities for Hong Kong and Macao compatriots 
and the relaxing of restrictions on the variety and quantity of goods they can 
bring in or send by parcel post. At present sending a gift medicine to rela- 
tives and friends no longer requires a doctor's certificate. 


The opening of more tourist areas and tourist routes and shifting more for- 
eign capital to improve tourist facilities. To a certain extent, foreign 
currency can be used to buy goods. 


The use of foreign capital from foreign investments, trade compensations and 
joint ventures can be determined by the province without central interference. 
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Factories in the province can directly establish connections with markets 
for the sale of their products and improve their products on the basis of 


consumer reports. 


Part of the foreign exchange directly handled by the province gust be turned 
over to the higher authorities and the rest can be used by the province it- 
self. 


Telecommunication and communication facilities related to telephones, tele- 
graph, highways and shipping, particularly those linking China with foreign 
countries, must be quickly improved and increased. The news recently cir- 
culated by the Ho. > Kong telephone company that it may run a direct line to 
Shenzhen is perhaps not just an empty rumor. 


There is an urgent need to solve the problem of power. Hong Kong's China 
light and power company office is already preparing to supply Shenzhen with 
electricity. However, how to fully supply the power required by the whole 
province is still a knotty probles. 


Building up the c.ties of Shenzhen and Zhuhai to directly take advantage of 
conditions in Hong Kong and Macao and setting up free trade zones was revealed 
by Gu Mu in Japan. 


Workers’ wages in the enterprises concerned in the two provinces are aiso 
being allowed greater flexibility outside the state wage system to arouse 
production enthusiasm. 


If these policy and measures for Guangdong Province are quickly implemented 
and the confidence of the people is restored in due time, then, with the addi- 
tion of a rational agricultural policy, a significant overall change is anti- 
cipated. If this happens, Hong Kong and Macao will greatly benefit. 


At present, financial groups in Hong Kong are focusing considerable attention 
on China. Railway, electric power, ferry service, airline, telephone and 
real estate groups are establishing or strengthening ties with China. As 
long as there is political stability, well defined policies, rational measures 
and cooperation on the basis of mutual benefit, the attraction to Hong Kong 
and foreign businessmen will be very strong. Hong Kong and Macao will become 
an extremely important link in Guangdong's foreign trade and their economy 
will be twice as active because of this. If, as indicated by present signs, 
certain Hong Kong products are able to find markets in China, this then will 
be a powerful stimulus to Hong Kong's industries and a great encouragement to 
investors, and the employment situation will also certainly maintain its ex- 
cellent condition. 


From the look of things, Hong Kong will stand to benefit from the special 
policy and flexible measures in China and the situation is indeed excellent. 
However, there are also secret anxieties. 
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First, people are worried about the problem of qualified people should 
Guangdong go all out in its development. At present, there is still a 
temporary shortage of qualified cadres. The old cadres are getting older, 
and after more than a decade of ideological disturbances, the young people 
either have little ability or are still ideologically confused. Naturally 
there are good cadres who can get rid of their selfish ideas and devote 
themselves wholeheartedly to the “four modernizations.” However, with the 
demand for people everywhere it is difficult not to feel the pinch. People's 


incorrect judgements can often cause great damage to good policies and 
measures. 


Second, there are perhaps some “advanturers” among the Hong Kong and foreign 
businessmen who have no intention of sincerely cooperating with the parties 
concerned in China but want to “play them for suckers” and do things that 
are not in China's interest. This will give the “special policy” and “fl-r- 
ible measures” a black eye and damage possible cooperation between Chins «> ! 
foreign countries. 


However, all these »roblems are not unsolvable. We hope that 4 new sit. * on 
will quickly appear in Guangdong as well as in Hong Kong and Macao. 














PARTY AND STATE 


PRIVATE PRIVILEGE, GAIN SAID UNACCEPTABLE 
Guangzhou NANFANG RIBAO in Chinese 15 Aug 79 p 3 


[Article by Lin Song [2651 2646]: "On Dong Chi’s [2639 3069] Embassy 
to the State of Zhao [6392]"] 


[Text] Recently I read “Satires of the Sayings of Nan Feizi,” and 2hcught 
that the story of Dong Chi's embassy to the State of Zhao was very interest- 


ing and very thought-provoking. 


The story goes that Dong Chi, a minister of the State of Zhongshan [0022 
1472) was commanded to lead an embassy to the State of Zhao. Because 

there were so many carts and such a large entourage, a person of great 
talent but low rank was appointed commander to take responsibility for 
keeping the men and carts in order. Shortly after the group set out, one 
of the officers would not obey orders. The commander wanted to punish hia, 
but Dong Chi saw that it was one of his own confidants and ordered that 

he be excused from examination. Soon after, another man got drunk and 

made a fuss in the ranks and hurt some people as well. So the commander 
wanted to seize the troublemaker. As soon as Dong Chi heard of it he 
ordered that he be foreiven since it was one of the king's sons. Because 
the laws were not enforced strictly, discipline in the ranks became looser 
and looser. The next day, suddenly great confusion broke out in the ranks, 
and the caics and men were forced to stop. The entourage was competing to / 
shoot a rabbit on the road and had begun fighting among themselves. Not 
only were many people injured but even the commander, who went to urge on 
the carts and men who vere blocking the way, was beaten up. Dong Chi 

grew very angry. He thought that all this confusion was caused by the 
“inability” of the commander of the carts and men. There was nothing the 
commander could do but request that he be allowed to resign. 


Although this is an old story, in terms of today it still has 4 certain 
educational significance. Why did Dong Chi's embassy become so chaotic? 
Was it because the commander of the carts and men was incapable’? Obviously 
not. In actuality the key still lies in whether or not the leader conducts 
business in accordance with the rules and conducts affairs with all per- 
sons according to the law. There is an ancient saying: If one is upright, 
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things will be done without orders; if one is not upright, things won't be 
done even if one give orders. When you think about it, this saying is 

not far off the mark. Dong Chi was lenient towards his trusted friends 

and the king's relatives and nurtured treason, in helping this evil develop 
how could he stop or kill incorrect tendencies? 


Today we have some leadership cadres who lack a serious attitude towards 
party rules and state laws. They frequently ignore the repeated commands 
of the party organization and ignore state laws and scheme to use the 
authority in their hands for special privilege and their own interests. 
For example, seme use underhanded methods or devious means anc other 
improper methods to get their children into university or arrange for 

them to get comfortable jobs; some put in a hand in getting their children 
or relatives into the party, being made a cadre or getting an increase in 
Saisary; some defend their children, relatives, friends or acquaintances 
who have committed a mistake even when they break the law. The saying 
goes, if the upper rafter isn't straight, the lower rafters will be crooked. 
When leaders plan for themselves and break the law, taking the lead in 
using special privilege, but tell others they should obey the law, how can 
this be effective in correcting incorrect style? 


Comrade Mao Zedong earnestly warned us, "All the words and acts of a 
communist must be in conformity with the greatest interests of the broad 
masses of the people, and must protect the broad masses of the people and 
set the highest standard.” Enjoying special privilege is as incompatible 
with our party's aim to serve the people wholeheartedly as water is with 
fire, thus it is something despised by the party and the broad masses of 
the people. Not only should we set examples in our own persons by not 
using special privilege, but we should struggle with that behavior which 
destroys party rules and laws and the error of using special privilege, 
and thoroughly have a good party style to conform to the needs of the 
shifts in party work emphasis. 


8226 
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PARTY AND STATE 


PRC YOUTH PAPER LOOKS AT ZHANG ZHIXIN'S DEVELOPMENT 
Beijing ZHONGGUO QINGNIAN BAO in Chinese 11 Sep 79 HK 
[Editorial: "On How Zhang Zhixin Grew Up") 


[Excerpts] The glorious name of Zhang Zhixin is now resounding throughout 

the motherland and her heroic deeds are surging in the people's minds. She 
has encouraged millions upon millions of people to strive bravely to thorough- 
ly sweep away the pernicious influence of Lin Biao and the “gang of four" 

and to attain the magnificent goal of realizing the "four modernizations." 


How did Zhang Zhixin grow up? What role will her development play in edu- 
cating youths of the present generation? This article will present several 
views on these questions. 


I 


Under the guidance of the party, she first worked for her survival and 

that of her family. Later she also decided to work for the interests of 
the people and the fulfillment of her life's goal. Such transition was the 
first forward leap in her mental outlook while she was growing up. 


Zhang Zhixin came from a petty bourgeois intellectual family, her comfort- 
able family was reduced to abject poverty and misery due to the reactionary 
rule and the corruptness of old China and the brutal invasion of the Japanese 
imperialists. From childhood she experienced all kinds of hardships and the 
inconstancy of human relationships. She hated the old social system and 
despised her reactionary headmaster and the Kuomintang officials. She 
dreamed of overcoming this hateful social environment. All these were praise- 
worthy ambitions. However, her own interests and those of her family were 
uppermost in her mind. She did not know the roots of the injustice and the 
grievance nor where the great force to change the world lay. 


It was the party and New China that broadened Zhang Zhixin's mental outlook. 
After the liberation, the first thing that greeted her eyes was a brand-new 
world. From the magnificent scene of celebrating the founding of the people's 
republic and the enthusiasm of workers and peasants, she was the will and 
strength of the people. The modesty and plain work style as well as the 
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lofty moral character of revolutionary cadres and PLA fighters made her 
realize that it was the communists who served the people whole-heartedly. 
The fact that poor students were subsidized by the government also made 

her understand that the people raised the younger generations with “fruits 
paid in blood and sweat” in the hope that young people would become the 
pillars of society and build a happy life. In the lively revolutionary 
environment created shortly after the liberation Zhang Zhixin was educated 
by the party and she graduaily stepped forward from her small family circle. 
She realized that one must not live only for himself or several people. 
Hence she tnrew herself into the fiery struggle, possessing such consciousness, 
she actively demanded to join the Chinese people's volunteers. Later, she 
became a league member and applied for admission to the party. She made a 
resolve to contribute her whole life to the people. 


After that, a profound change took place in her inner world. Serving the 
people became her prime objective in life. In school, she studied hard, 
never forgetting the people's hope for her. After she was assigned a job, 
she worked hard and willingly bore the burden of office. In everyday life, 
she humbly learned from the good qualities of others. In addition, she 
enthusiastically cared for and helped her comrades. Of course, when her 
personal wish was not in accord with the demands of the people, she was 
thrown into confusion ideologically. However, whenever such a situation 
arose, she always examined her own mistakes and exercised self-control. 

How she wished she could “eradicate these mistakes completely” so that 

"they would no longer arise." After tempering and reforming herself conscious- 
ly, she gradually took the interests of the people as a yardstick for measur- 
ing her words and deeds. Her attitude toward various problems was adopted in 
accordance with the interests of the people. 


Therefore, when young people are growing up, the first thing they should do 
is to assign the interests of the people a very important position. Of 
course, we never negate personal interests because the aim of socialism is 
to extensively raise the material, cultural and living standards of all the 
people and youths. However, some people only go in for ease and comfort but 
loathe putting in a lot of hard work; some of them only pay attention to 
their personal interests but ignore or even sabotage the interests of the 
state and the people; some young people even seek privileges or get in by the 
"back door” on the influence and position of their parents. All these er- 
roneous attitudes and unhealthy tendencies should be blocked and overcome. 
Every young person should make efforts to foster the ideas of serving the 
people. Like Zhang Zhixin, they must make the first step firmly. In so 
doing, they will do a good job in their study and work and that will lay a 
solid foundation for their future development. 


II 
In the long revolutionary practice, Zhang Zhixin persisted in relentlessly 
studying and thinking things out for herself in a practical way. She gradu- 


ally acquired a communist world outlook. She grew up from a revolutionary 
youth who was willing to serve the people into a conscious vanguard fighter 
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of the proletariat. This transition was the second leap forward in her 
mental outlook while she was growing up. 


Zhang Zhixin was an outstanding and typical representative of fine com- 
munists of the new generations who have been raised since the liberation. 
Unlike revolutionaries of the older generation, she was not tempered in the 
long and arduous revolutionary struggle, unlike famous heroes such as Dong 
Cunrui and Huang Jiguang and so forth, she never went through the test of 
bitter and furious battles. She embarked on the revolutionary path when 

our country was entering a period of peaceful construction. In the 1/7 years 
after the founding of New China up to the period before the cultural revolu- 
tion was launched, under the leadership of our party, the people of the whole 
country scored tremendous achievements in socialist revolution and construc- 
tion. A great and inspiring change took place in the poor, backward and 
humiliating China. in the meantime, we made mistakes and suffered setbacks 
in our road of advance. It was under such hic*.ical conditions that Zhang 
Zhixin accepted the scientific system of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought 
and drew substantial nourishment from the practice of the people. She care- 
fully thought through a series of problems arising in practical life. And 
gradually she grew to maturity. 


The development of Zhang Zhixin tells us that we should combine the diligent 
study of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought with the practice of carefully 
thinking through important problems arising in revolutionary practice, seek- 
ing truth from facts and integrating theory with practice. This is of great 
significance to the growth of the younger generation. At the end of 1950's, 
due to the tremendous achievements both in revolution and construction and 
the lofty reputation of the party among the masses, the practice of seeking 
truth from facts, the most precious thing paid for in the blood of our matryrs, 
was forgotten. As a result, a leftist tendency began to emerge. in the 
political movements aimed at educating youth ideologically, undue emphasis 
was placed on “instilling” certain ready-made conclusions into their minds. 
Young people were asked to blindly follow every concrete instruction of the 
higher authorities. They were not encouraged to carefully think through 
various problems arising in practical life. Sometimes those who dared to 
carefully think through problems and prose and air original views were re- 
garded as alien elements. Thus many young people rested content with their 
simple class feelings. They became accustomed to doing just what cthers did. 
Although they could recite many revolutionary phrases, they did not “now how 
to use the Marxist stand, viewpoints and methods to analyze and study practi- 
cal problems. Lin Biao and the “gang of four" availed themselves of such 
loopholes to practice obscurantism and slavishness, turning many young people 
into captives of modern superstitions. During the cultural revolution, they 
frenziedly did foolish things out of pure revolutionary enthusiasm to ruin 
the revolutionary cause which they loved. Such a lesson was indeed a bitter 
one. 


ill 


Under the particular historical conditions when Lin Biao and the “gang of 
four” were running rampant, Zhang Zhixin stood in the forefront of the strug- 
gie. She spoke for the people. Being selfless and dauntless, she devoted 
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herself heroically to defend the truth. Her mind was lofty and her life 
radiant with shining glory. 


Zhang Zhixin's lofty spirit of devoting herself to defend the truth was 

the result of her iong and conscious self-tempering. When she was young, 
she was influenced by her harsh surroundings and her parents" righteous 
character and morals. She deeply esteemed the integrity of Lu Kun of 
“having no obsequiousness in his whole life." Hence she developed an un- 
yielding disposition. After taking part in the revolution, the fine quality 
of the revolutionaries of the older generation such as Lin Xiangqian, Zhao 
Yiman, Liu Hulan, Jiang Zhuyun and so forth deeply educated and influenced 
her. In 1952, she wrote in her “Autobiography”: "A great number of noble 
heroes live forever in my heart.” When she immersed herself into the great 
stream of the people's revolution and established her belief in scientific 
communism. her unyielding disposition developed into a new and lofty reala 
of thought. The interests of the people and the truth of revolution were 
uppermost in her mind. She said: “No matter whether you are dead or alive, 
it is of great significance to strive for the revolution.” "I am determined 
to contribute myself to the revolution!" Therefore, during the cultural 
revolution, when she realized that her struggle with Lin Biao and the “gang 
of four" was a struggle to defend the purity of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong 
Thought, she was fearless and never spared herself in the struggle, disre- 
garding her own life and death. "Do you want to make revolution? You must 
be a strong man." Zhang Zhixing gave her precious life to the revolution. 
She was an indomitable and strong woman in our revolutionary ranks. 


We believe that our youths will take Zhang Zhixin as their model and follow 
her road. A great number of staunch communist fighters will certainly grow 


up sturdily. They will surely accomplish the great goal of building China 
into a modern and strong socialist power. 


CSO: 4005 
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PARTY AND STATE 


BEIJING JOURNAL ANNOUNCES RESUMPTION OF PUBLICATION 

Beijing TANSUO [EXPLORATION] in Chinese 9 Sep 79 inside cover HK 
[“Announcement on Resumption of Publication by the Editorial Department") 
[Text] TANSUO resumes publication today. 


TANSUO journal was established by young people who enthusiastically seek 
truth. 


Like its name, its aim is: "Do not take any doctrine as the guiding prin- 
ciple, strive to take the reality of Chinese and world history as the founda- 
tion of exploration..... take investigation of the reason for the backward- 
ness of Chinese society as the basic orientation.” Meanwhile it takes "free- 
dom of speech, freedom of the press and freedom of assembly and association" 
vested by the constitutional law as the fundamental guiding principle so as 
to permit the material and cultural life of the Chinese people to attain the 
advanced world level and to make the people's envisonment become rational 
within possible .imits... 


After this journal was started, it faithfully fulfilled its duty and con- 
ducted extensive discussion of problems existing in Chinese society. How- 
ever, this exploration offended the feudal forces which were entrenched in 
our society. In the tide of the democracy-suppressing movement which en- 
guifed the whole country this March, the great majority of members of our 
editorial department were arrested on the fabricated charge of being "coun- 
terrevolutionary.” All our printing tools, paper, books, journals, funds, 
diaries, notes... were taken away to force us into ceasing publication! 
However, the faith of Chinese young people who seek truth cannot be shakened 
by suppression and the big gate of freedom of thinking cannot be closed by 
guns. In severely cold January, we said: "Arrest cannot prevent us from 
publication, we want to continuously utter our voice to the people.” (See 
"The Limits of Democracy” in Issue No 2). 


Therefore, TANSUO resumes publication today. 


We believe our efforts will not be wasted. So long as dirt still exists on 
this piece of land, so long as “servants” ride roughshod over “masters” in 
society and so long as our throats have not been cut, we shall be no means 
stop crying. 
[Signed] TANSUO Editorial 
Department in Beijing 
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PARTY AND STATE 


BRIEFS 


NINGXIA PROPAGANDA MEETING--Yinchuan, 4 Sep--The Ningxia Hui Autonomous 
Regional CCP Committee recently held a propaganda work conference attended by 
directors of propaganda departments at prefectural, municipal and county 
levels and responsible persons of departments directly under the regional 
government. The conference stressed the need to continue discussion on the 
criterion of truth during the four modernizations so as to eliminate ideo- 
logical obstacles and ensure implementatiou of the party's political line. 
The participants pointed out that since the beginning of the discussion 

last year, the vast number of cadres and people in Ningxia have gradually 
emancipated their minds and straightened out right from wrongs concerning 
ideology, theory and policy. However, they also noted that some comrades, 
including leading comrades, have failed to catch up with the development of 
the situation and that their thinking is ossified or semiossified. They 
called on propaganda departments at all levels to conduct the discussion 

on the criterion of truth in the light of the guidelines of the Third Plenary 
Session of the llth Party Central Committee and the Second Session of the 
Fifth NPC. [Bei‘ing XINHUA Domestic Service in Chinese 0127 GMT 4 Sep 79 OW] 


TIANJIN MAGAZINE RESUMES-~A semimonthly magazine named ZHIBU SHENGHUO spon- 
sored by the Tianjin Municipal Party Committee will release its first issue 
on 5 October after resuming publication. The readers are supposed to be 
primarily cadres at grassroots units, party members and non-party activists. 
Its goal is to publicize the party's lines, principles, policies and basic 
knowledge, and to guide grassroots party organizations in their work and to 
teach party members how to give full play to their exemplary roles as pace- 
setters. [Tianjin City Service in Mandarin 2330 GMT 27 Sep 79 SK] 


CSO: 4005 








MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


LIGHT BOMBER UNITS IN GUANGZHOU HOLD TRAINING EXERCISES 
Guangzhou NANFANG RIBAO in Chinese 11 Aug 79 p 3 


[Photograph Caption] 





A certain bomber unit of the Guangzhou Units surpasses the quota in its 
training program, adding clout to its combat strength. Shown in the 
photograph are ground crews loading bombs in preparation for a long-range 
bombing exercise. 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


NEWLY RELEASED PHOTOGRAPHS OF QIANG-5 REVEAL MORE DETAILS OF AIRCRAFT 
Hong Kong CONMILIT in Chinese Aug 79 pp 4, 19 


[Photo captions] 


In July 1979, the Chinese released another color photograph of the Qiang-5 
attack aircraft. The angle of the photograph revealed features of the plane 
not known previously. In December of last year, XINHUA released for the 
first time two photographs of the Qiang-5 aircraft in which its bomb bay 
doors could be observed in the open position. It had previously been thought 
that the Qiang-5 had no internal bomb bay and the doors had been mistaken 
for pylons. We can now say that “the truth is out.” Judging from the 
photographs of the Qiang-5 dive bomber released by XINHUA, the bomb bay can 
probably hold four 250Kg conventional bombs. The “discovery” of the bomb 
bay lends support to Western observers’ claims that the Qiang-5 (F-9) can 
carry tactical nuclear weapons. ‘he newly released photographs also clearly 
show a pair of pylons to either side of the bomb bay doors of the Qiang-5. 
The two aft stabilizing fins can also be seen clearly. Underwing pylons 
carry both extra fuel tanks and rockets. Cannons at the wing roots are 
probably 23mm NR-23 cannons and not the 30mm NR-30 cannons as was believed 
in the past. The Qiang-5 appears to lack search radar and may have only a 
rudimentary fire-control radar. 

[Photo on following page] 
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Chinese Qiang-5 attack aircraft deployed at an airbase near the Sino- 
Vietnamese border. The camouflage scheme is a dark green base with desert 
yellow spots. The bomb bay door in the open position can be seen clearly 
on the first aircraft in the background. [Photograph of unpainted Qiang-5 
bearing number 10769 was released by XINHUA earlier and may be seen in 
JPRS 74099, China Report, Political, Sociological and Military Affairs, 

No 13, 29 Aug 79, p 38). 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


CAPABILITIES OF CHINA‘S AIR FORCES FURTHER EXPLORED 
Hong Kong CONMILIT in Chinese Aug 79 pp 30-37 


lArticle: "The PRC Air Force (Part II)"; for Part I of this report, see 
JPRS 74147, China Report, Political, Sociological and Military Affairs 
No 14, 7 Sep 79, pp 17-23] 


(Excerpts) The Organization and Equipment of China's Air Forces 


The People’s Republic of China was founded on 1 October 1949. At that 
time, the air forces were a component of the People's Liberation Amay and 
an air force headquarters was established. But it consisted of only one 
training unit and its formations were made up of Japanese military aircraft 
captured following the cessation of hostilities between China and Japan and 
U.S.-built Mustangs taken from Kuomintang units after the conclusion of the 
War of Liberation. Today, it is a huge military force with more than 5000 
aircraft and 400,000 personnel. 


Moreover, it is reported that the naval air arm which is under navy command 
has some 30,000 personnel and 700 aircraft. The naval air forces have a 
nucleus of fighters stationed on the coast whose major function is air 
defense. In wartime, they come under air force command, This would indicate 
that the navy, with a strong surface fleet, does not possess large mumbers 
of aircraft and their role is defense of key coastal points. 


It is generally believed that civilian transports in communist countries 
are usually an organizational part of the air forces. Civil air augmonts 
the transport mission of the air forces. 


The Organization of the Chinese Air Force 


The air force, under the command of the air force headquarters, is i tationed 
in each of the military regions of the People’s Liberation Army. iu fact, 
in wartime they fight under the command of the supreme commander of the 
military region. 
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There are about 450 transports, including the An-2 light transport, the 
Li-2 [sic] light transport, the IL-12 and -14 transports, the An-24/-26, 
etc., as well as a number of IL-16 and An-12 transports. The most numerous 
is the An-2. There are about 300 of these. There are also some 40 to 50 
U.S.-made C-46 and C-47 transports captured at the conclusion of the War 
of Liberation. 


The principal trainer is the MiG-1SUTI. There is also a number of Mig-17 B 
two-seat trainers. The current primary trainer is the self-researched and 

built Chujiao-6. This replaced the earlier Yak-1l and Yak-16 aircraft. 

Some An-2 aircraft are also used in a training role. 


As for helicopters, there are the Mi-4, about 130 M-8's, a number of 
SA-316 “Alouette 11" and SA-321 “Super Frelon” heliccoters imported from 
France, and a small number of Mi-l helicopters as well as Mi-6's and others 
totalling approximately 350 aircraft. 


The above figures do not include light support aircraft of the army, but 
their number is estimated to be small. 


Naval air units have some 650 to 700 aircraft. Their fighters are part of 
the air force air defense system and the navy" antiaircraft guns and 
surface-to-air missiles are deployed at naval uid air bases. The principal 
surface-to-air missile is the SA-2/CSA-1 “Guideline,” of which there are 
more than 1000. 


The major aircraft of the naval air forces include about 500 MiG-15, Mic-17, 
MiG-19 and Qiang-5 fighters; there are about 100 IL-28 light bombers and a 
small number of Be-6 ASW patrol flying boats, MiG-15 UTI trainers, and 

some basic trainers and helicopters. 


The number and scale of Chinese air bases have grown since the Korean 

War. Where there was one runway before, there ar: now two to three. 
Runways have been extended and all types of aircraft can take off and land 
at any time regardless of wind direction. Moreover, many camouflaged 
shelters and maintenance hang: rs provide cover from the eyes of the enemy. 
The terrain has been used to build both underground hangars and hangars in 
caves. 


Ordinarily, an air base is organized around a flight dadui (three zhongdui), 
with one zhongdui on duty. Im addition to the flight units, there are air 
defense unics under the air force command consisting of antiaircraft units 
and smaller, highly mobile antiaircraft units, as well as radar and signal 
units. There are usually three radar installations in one location. There 
are also maintenance and quartermaster departments and, needless to say, 

two truck companies. 
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Strategic Missile Forces 


As mentioned, the Chinese air forces are more concerned with the homeland's 
air defences than offensive operations. Worthy of note are the missile 
units, especially the disposition of the strategic missile forces. There 

is little nuclear threat from the bombers of the air force, but the strategic 
missiles are another story. However, China's nuclear forces do not belong 
to the air force but to tue Second Artillery, a unit under armsy command. 

The nominally independent strategic missile forces enjoy equal footin, with 
the artillery, armored forces, engineers, railway engineers, signal troops, 
and anti-CBR forces. 


The CSS-3 is the most important intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) in 
the inventory or the missile forces. Deployed in limited numbers, it has a 
range of 6000 kilometers and is said to carry a nydrogen bomb warhead. Its 
accuracy is less than that achieved by the advanced countries. 


The CSS-2 is their intermediate-range ballistic missile (IRBM). It has a 
range in excess of 3000 kilometers. It is a single-stage, liquid propellant 
weapon. It too, has a hydrogen bomb warhead , isased to be in the megaton 
range. They currently number no more than 40 to 50. 


An even shorter range ballistic missile is the NATO-named CSS-1; with a 
range of 1,200 kilometers, it is a medium-range ballistic missile (MRBM). 
Several dozen of these missiles, which are identical to the Soviet surface- 
to-surface strategic SS-4 "Sandal" missile, are deployed. 


A larger intercontinental ballistic missile is now being built. it has a 
range of more than 10,000 kilometers. This missile has two to three stages; 
it uses a liquid propellant and it is believed to carry a 2 megaton hydrogen 
bomb warhead. 


According to news reports, flight tests on the missile began some time ago, 
and actual battlefield deployment will take place in the early 1960's, 


Air Transport Units and Paratroops 


There are currently 450 co 470 transport aircraft and about 300 helicopters. 
There is also a number of rather large civilian airliners which cannot be 
overlooked. The CAAC (General Administration of Civil Aviation] is under 
the joint control of the State Council and the Air Transport Department. 
Thery are over 500 civilian aircraft of all models aru sizes under the 
jurisdiction of the Air Transport Department and doubtless these would be 
pressed into service under certain conditions. Therefore, in case of need, 
at any time there are 900 or maybe as many as 1000 transport aircraft on 
hand, In China, air force units serving in a transport capacity also 
carry out weather probes, search, aerial surveys and aerial photography 
missions. 
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In other words, although they have no direct combat role, the essential 

materials for conducting combat are hauled by these air transport units. 
It should be pointed out that air transport units have units made up of 

women. They carry out missions comparable to those conducted by the men 
and under the same conditions. 


The paratroops are unlike those of other countries. In every country in 
the world, the airborne forces are army units and although they employ 
aircraft, they are not part of the air force. But the Chinese airborne 
troops (paratroops) are under air force command and are one of the key 
elements in the air force organization. It has been this way since the 
air force tommand was established. 


Each Chinese airborne division has 799 officers and 8,300 men. The division 
has a reconnaissance company of 108 men and a 98-man air defense company 
armed with three twin barrel ZPU-2 14.5mm or quad ZPU-4 14.5mm machine guns 
and five Type 55 twin 37mm automatic cannon, a 10/-man engineer company, 

a 225-man mortar battalion equipped with nine Type 55 120mm mortars, and 
three 2,500-man paratroop regiments. The organization and equipment of 
these paratroop regiments is identical to that of infantry regiments of the 
army. They have six or so mortars, ‘en or more recoilless rifles and 
four dual 14.5mm air defense machine ,uns. Paratroop units recently 
acquired the Type 63 automatic rifle and the Type 67 machine gun. Foreign 
circles are widely divergent in their estimates of Chinese airlift capabil- 
ities. A somewhat reliable view is that under conditions of air supremacy, 
China could without a great deal of difficulty conduct airborne operations 
of regimental size at distances of 8000 [sic] kilometers. Today, Chinese 
airborne units stress paratroop warfare and have not opted for large-scale 
landings and as a result have no armored capability. 


There is also a specialized unit consisting of women who engage in base 7 
defense and reconnaissance. 


Importation of Foreign Technology 


In addition to aircraft the Chinese have researched and built themselves, 
they also show interest in advanced foreign equipment. They have attempted 
to arrange for the purchase of the French Dassault-Breguet Company's "Mirage" 
F-l fighters but these attempts have been unsuccessful. If an agreement 

is reached in the long-range talks with the British to purchase British 
Aerospace's V/STOL “Harrier” attack fighter and obtain manufucturing rights 
for the aircraft, then Chinese aircraft engine plants may also obt«aia the 
rights to manufacture the Rolls Royce Pegasus vectored thrust turbofan 
power plant. The talks have resulted in Britain's agreeing to sell the 
"Harrier" to the Chinese, but the aircraft has no inertial navigation system 
or offensive attack system, It has no laser rangefinder or any kind of 

fire control system for its armament. It is reported that Britain refused 
to supply these items for reasons of safety. The aircraft is thus being 
offered at a great discount and the Chinese at this time are incapable of 
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providing these parts. The “Harrier” fighter could bolster China’s front 
line close support capability as well as provide extra punch for the naval 
air forces, China also is interested in the joint manufacturing of British 
Aerospace's Bae-146 transport. The British have indicated that the Chinese 
are welcome to participate in the development and planning of the Bae-146. 


In mid-April 1979, the Chinese vice premier, Deng Xiaoping, indicated to 

the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee visiting China that China was 
interested in both the McDonneil-Douglas F-15 “Eagle” and the F-16 fighter 

of General Dynamics. According to what was revealed by one Chinese official, 
the Chinese were especially interested in the F-16. Another bit of news the 
source pointed out was that China was also interested in buying Lockheed's 
C-130 Hercules transport, the P-3C Orion ASW patrol aircraft, and the A-10 
ground attack aircraft. China is continuing to appraise western weapons 

but its plans to purchase them are still unclear. 


China is also developing its own airborne weapons systems, but progress is 
slow, The same situation applies to the development of air defense weaponry. 
Here, China's min equipment consists of Soviet models. it is reported that 
China may have bought some Matra R-530 and R-550 air-to-air missiles from 
France and are buying the "Crotale” air defense missile as well. 


Today, the power plants, electronic navigation equipment, metallurgy and 
weapons systems of China's aviation industry are not up to advanced world 
standards, China obviously is striving to correct this situation, but it 
seems that they are not up to the task. Nor will they realize the importation 
of advanced western equipment any too soon. 
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Figure 1. PLAAF ground personnel carry out radar maintenance work, 
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Figure 2. A PLAAF air defense installation. Several Soviet 100mm M49 
antiaircraft guns may be seen in the picture, 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


PARTY COMMITTEE SECRETARIES TO HOLD POLITICAL COMMISSAR POST 
Tianjin TIANJIN RIBAO in Chinese 2 Sep 79 p 1 
° 


[Article: "Promote the Tradition of the Party Running the Armed Forces 
Departments To Strengthen Militia Building”] 


[Text] Recently, an order was issued by the pa<ty committee of the Beijing 
Units appointing party committee secretaries of all wards and counties in 
Tianjin Municipality to concurrently hol/i the post of political commissar 
in the people’s armed forces departments of these wards and counties. This 
is an important measure in restoring and developing the fine tradition of 
the party running the armed forces departments and stepping up militia 
building in the wake of the downfall of the "gang of four." 


On 1 September, a meeting of party committee secretaries, heads of the 
armed forces departmerts and political commissars of all wards and counties 
was convened by the Tianjin Garrison Command. Responsible comrades of 

the Tianjin Municipal Party Committee and Tianjin Garrison Command attended 
the meeting. At the meeting, a responsible comrade of the Garrison Command 
announced the order issued by the party committee of the Beijing Units 
concerning party committee secretaries of wards and counties serving con- 
currently as first political commissars of people's armed forces departments 
in these wards and counties. A majority of the party committee secretaries 
who attended the meeting are comrades from units in the war years and they 
have memories of this traditional system of the party and army fresh in 

che rf minds. ‘oday, wearing brand-new uniforms and recalling the glorious 
traditions of the party running the armed forces derartments, they are even 
more inspired, 


In a speech, a responsible comrade of the Tianji.u Municipal Party Committee 
pointed out that having party committee secretaries of wards and counties 
serve concurrently as first political commissars in the armed forces 
departments of these wards and counties is an important measure to 
strengthen militia building in our municipality under new situations. In 
working for the four modernizations, we cannot forget the task of safe- 
guarding them as well. He asked that party committee secretaries of wards 
and counties ascume the responsibility as first political commissars of 
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the people's armed forces departments, militia work be -vlaced in the work 
agenda of ward and county party committees and an effective job be done in 
militia building in our municipality and in war preparedness work. In a4 
speech, a responsible comrade of the Tianjin Garrison Command asked that 
comrades of the armed forces departments in 411 wards and counties must 
maintain the dual leadership system in the local party committees and the 
military and bring into full play the roles of the two, enthusiasticaily 
take the initiative to serve as effective advisers to the local party 
committees, closely work for the realization of four modernizations, 
promptly bring «» feasible suggestions for militia work and raise militia 
building in our municipality to a new level. 





MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


NANJING PLA UNITS COMMEND ADVANCED YOUTHS, WOMEN 
Nanjing Jiangsu Provincial Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 28 Sep 79 OW 


[Excerpts] On 28 September, entrusted by the CYL Central Committee and 

the National Women's Federation, the Nanjing PLA units political depart- 
ment ceremoniously held an award ceremony for “shock workers and brigades 
on the new long march” and the "8 March” Red Banner pacesetting individuals 
and collectives at the hall of the Nanjing PLA units. Deng Yue, Zhan Danan, 
Wu Shihong and Duan Huanjing, deputy commanders of the Nanjing PLA units, 
Wang Zhan, Deputy Political Commissar; (Hu Darong), adviser, and responsible 
comrades of the leading organs of the Nanjing PLA units and the Nanjing ad- 
vanced infantry school were present at the meeting to extend their warm 
greetings to the young shock workers and "8 March” Red Banner pacesetters. 


Comrade (Yu Yongxian), Deputy Director of the Nanjing PLA units’ political 
department, presided over the meeting. 


On behalf of the CYL Central Cownittee and the National Women's Federation, 
leaders of the Nanjing PLA units and responsible comrades of the leading 
organs of the Nanjing PLA units and of the Nanjing Advanced Infantry School 
presented banners, medals and prizes to the shock workers and brigades on 
the new long march and “xe "8 March” Red Banner pacesetting individuals 
and collectives. 


Comrade Wang Zhan, Deputy Political Commissar of the Nanjing PLA units, 
addressed the meeting. He urged all army units to conscientiously study 
and implement the guidelines of the two national conferences on citing and 
commending shock workers and brigades and "8 March” Red Banner pacesetters, 
earnestly emulate the advanced deeds of national shock workers and "8 March" 
pacesetters, whip up a revolutionary campaign to emulate, learn from, catch 
up with, help and surpass each other, and bring about the revolutioniza- 
tion and modernization of the 4..¥. 


CSO: 4005 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


SHANXI MILITARY DISTRICT LEADERS DISCUSS CRITERION OF TRUTH 
Taiyuan Shenxi Provincial Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 17 Sep 79 HK 


[Text] The leading cadres of Shanxi Provincial Military District spent 
time in late August to seriously make up the missed lessons in the dis- 
cussion of the criterion of truth. They studied the basic principles of 
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought and, in close connection with the 
actual state of mind and work, held animated discussions centered on how 
to “hold high” the banner of Chairman Mao. By making up for the lessons, 
the poison of modern superstition created by Lin Biao and the “gang of 
four” was further eradicated. The distinctions between genuine and sham 
"holding high” were made clear. People’s thinking was further merged into 
the spirit of the Third Plenum of the Central Committee and the second ses- 
sion of the Fifth NPC, and the re’ tion between “deification™ and “ossifi- 
cation” was made clear. 


While making up for the missed lessons, some comrades raised the question 
of why the thinking of some of our leading comrades ossified and what the 
cause of this is. Through the discussion, all held that the main cause 
was the poison of modern superstition spread by Lin Biao and the “gang of 
four.” Lin Biao and the “gang of four” wantonly spread the “peak theory,” 
“every sentence is true” and “one sentence carries greater weight than ten 
thousand sentences of others.” Revolutionary leaders were idolized and 
revolutionary theories were dogmatized. Being poisoned by modern supersti- 
tion, some comrades have made a habit of implementing all policies, even 
those they do not understand. They cannot change any sentence that is in 
the book or say any sentence that is not in the book. Many comrades have 
become overcautious because of the modern superstition of Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four.” Whenever anything hanpens, they look for readymade rules 
in books. They dare not th’ xk of anything, nor do they dare do anyt’:ing. 


All unanimously agreed: To solve the problem of ossified and semiossified 
thinking, we sust destroy modern superstition, emancipate our thinking 

from the fetters of the “Two Wihatevers,” and destroy deification and ossi- 
‘leation. We must believe bur not blindly believe the leader, and obey 

but not blindly obey him. Only in such a way can we corrct our ideologi- 
cal line [words indistinct]. Why could we not correctly understand it when 





some people saic in the Third Plenum of the Central Committee that the 
leader should revert to being a man rather than a god. Many comrades 
explained from their personal experience that this was due to the lack 

of a scientific attitude toward the leader. These old comrades followed 
Chairman Mao in the revolution for many years and had a sigple revolution- 
ary affection for him. it was easy to accept and nice to hear that the 
leader was completely correct, wise and great. Talking about the leader's 
shortcomings and errors seemed to hurt one’s feelings end was not accept- 
able. All held: Without Chairman Mao, there would be uo New China. This 
is the truth proven by practice. There cannot be the slightest doubt or 
wavering over Chairman Mao's great contributions. However, we communists 
should seek truth from facts and look at both sides of anything. We should 
adopt the same attitude toward the leader. This is the scientific atti- 
tude. 


We should make clear the relationship between implementing the current 
policies and “holding high” the banner. In the discussion, the leading 
members of the CCP Committees of the military district raised a question: 
Before the Third Plenum of the Central Committee, all people regarded the 
CCP Central Committee headed by Comrade Hua Guofeng as “holding high” the 
banner of Chairman Mao. But why did people raise objections after the 
Third Plenum of the Central Committee? All held: This is because some of 
our comrades do not clearly understend relationship between the party's 
current policies and “holding high” the banner, thus forming a knot in 
their minds. If the knot is not untied, the distinction between genuine 
and sham “holding high” will not be clarified. For many years, some con- 
rades were poisoned by Lin Biao and the “gang of four.” [passage indis- 
tinct] This is very erroneous. At the same time, everyone analyzed the 
things they had heard and seen. They further saw that after the Third 
Plenum of the Central Committee and the earnest implementation of the 
party's policies, there emerged a very good situation of great prosperity 
and a new atmosphere. Through such discussions, everyone unified their 
rhinking. They realized that the principles aad policies of the Third 
Plenum of the Central Committee are not “deviationist.” The problem is 
that some of our comrades’ ideological line is incorrect and their view- 
point of problems is distorted. The policies are not “rightists.” The 
problem is that some of our comrades’ ideology is “leftist.” The theories 
are not ‘revisionism.” The problem is that some of our comrades have not 
thoroughly understood them. The banper has not been discard..d, but is 
being held even higher. 


cso: 4005 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


JLANCKI MILITARY DISTRICT HOLDS PLENUM ON CRITERION OF TRUTH 
Nanchang Jiangxi Provincial Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 24 Sep /9 HK 


[Summary] “The Party Committee of the Jiangxi Military District recently 
held a plenum to seriously make up the missed lessons on the discussion 
of the criterion of truth and review and sum up the discussions on the 
criterion of truth in the past year. They are resolved to wipe out ideo- 
logical obstacles, deepen the discussion and make up the missed lessons 
on the criterion of truth.” 


The plenum participants enhanced their spontaneity of implementing the 
party's political line, principle and policy. 


“First, they further obtained a clearer picture of the relations between 
material and spirit and between practice and theory, and deepened their 
understanding on the viewpoint of ‘practice first.*” 


Through the study and discussion of the critericn of trath, ihey have o. 
tained a clearer picture of the dielesctical relations between material and 
spirit and between practice and theory. They have come to know that truth 
is man's correct understanding of the law of objective matter. “There is 
no way to use theory itself to test whether or nor theory itself has cor- 
rectly reflected objective law. It can only be t*sted through social prac- 
tice. 


“Secondly, they drew a clear distinction between genuine and false hclding 
high and came to know that it is necessary to treat revolutimaary lLeade:s 
and revolutionary theory with a scientific attit.2+.” 


They pointed out that Liu Biao and the “gang of four” had led the people 
onto the wrong road of turning their truut is. revolutionary leaders into 
idolatry. Therefore, some people regard seeking truth from fects as slas'- 
ing the banner and throwing away the sword. 


“Through study and discussion, everyone ‘ai obtained a clearer picture that 
leaders are human beings aod not gods. Sometimes they *"s0o inevitably make 
mistakes and have weaknesses. Only by persistinr in the princtple of seek- 
ing t.vth from facts, eliminuting falsehood but keeping truth and correcting 
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he ultraleftist wares of Lin Biao and the "gang of four" can we truly hold 
high the banner cf Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought. 


"On the contrary, if we continue to persist in the viewpoints of ‘every 
sentence is the truth', ‘continue to follow’ and embrace tlie two ‘what- 
evers,' we have falsely held high. 


"Thirdly, they obtained a clearer picture of practice as the sole criterion 
for testing whether or not the party's line, principle and policy are cor- 
rect, and deepened their understanding of the line, principle and policy 
formulated by the 3d Plenum of the lith CCP Central Committee." After the 
Third Plenum, some people still do not understand its line, principle and 
policy. This is due to the influence of ultraleftist trends of thought and 
departmentalism. These people have now come to know that the line, prin- 
ciple and pelicy formulated by the Third Plenum are all completely correct. 


The plenur ,articipants have seriously studied and made plans for deepening 
the discussion on the criterion of truth. 


CSO: 4005 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


ACTIVITIES OF CHINESE PLA UNITS REPORTS 


[Editorial Report OW] The following reports of activities of Chinese 
People's Libration Army units have been monitored from PRC radios: 





Beijing Xinhua Domestic Service in Chinese on 19 September reports name- 
lists of shock workers, teams commended by CYL CC: total of 155 individuals, 
teams, including a CYL branch each of No. 51053 unit and 81184 unit of PLA. 


CSO: 4005 





91 











MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


SHANGHAI PUBLIC SECURITY BUREAU HOLDS AWARDS CEREMONY 
Shanghai City Service in Mandarin 1130 GMT 19 Sep 79 OW 


[Text] According to a station reporter, the Shanghai Municipal Public Se- 
curity Bureau held a grand award ceremony at the auditorium of the muni- 
cipal revolutionary committee on the morning of 19 September to commend 
meritorious personnel who arrested major escaped criminals not long ago. 


On the evening of 1 September, the winistry of publi- security issued two 
emergency circulars to all parts in the country calling for public security 
departments in all localities to help arrest two major escaped criminals. 
One wae (Wang Li), an employee of a certain bank in Beijing who embezzled 
public funds totaling 80,000 yuan and fled. The other was (Liu Yuanhua), 
acting copy clerk of a certain unit under Chengdu PLA units, who stole arms, 
ammunition, blank permits, documents and other things and fled. Within 3 
days after the two circulars reached Shanghai, the two major escaped crim- 
inals were arrested in this municipality. 


To commend meritorious units and personnel, the municipal public security 
bureau issued collective honor certificates of merit to the public security 
joint defense team of the north railway station in Zhabei District, the 
(Dongbu) Hotel in East Shanghai, the detachment in charge of criminal cases 
under the public security department of the municipal public security bureau 
and other units at the ceremony. (Du Xiaomin), (Shen Xiaoyi) and more than 
10 comrades who made outstanding achievements in arresting the escaped crim- 
inals were commended and given wristwatches, transistors and other material 
awards. 


The Chengdu PLA units, the Beijing Municipal Public Security Bureau and 
other units sent cables of gratitude. Lin Deming, deputy director of the 
municipal public security bureau, spoke at the ceremony. 


CSO: 4005 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


PLA AIR FORCE OFFICIAL RECEIVES PROMOTION 
Fujian FRONT PLA in Mandarin to Taiwan 0210 GMT 18 Sep 79 OW 


[Text] (Huang Youshow), former Kuomintang Air Force pilot who flew a 
plane over to the liberated area 30 years ago, was recently promoted 
to the position of deputy chief of staff of the air force unit under 
the Chegdu PLA units. 


(Huang Youshou) was a pilot of the former Kuomintang 8th airforce group. 
Together with (Zhang Yilong), (Yuan Yongrong) and (Huang Wengang), he 
flew a B-24 bomber from Shanghai to the liberated area 30 years ago. 

He worked at the PLA air force academy for 30 years, thus contributing 
to the training of a large number of pilots. 


CSO: 4005 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


BRIEFS 


HUBEI PLA CONFERENCE--The party committee of the Hubei Military District 
recently held a conference of the secretaries of the party ccmmittees at 
the divisional level to seriously study the documents of tb: Second Session 
of the Fifth NPC and several regulations on political life in the party. 
They also studied and discussed the issue of how to do a good job of the 
party's work style. Some leading comrades held that certain problems in 
daily life are minor matters and not political errors even though they knew 
that trying to get privileges is wrong. Therefore they did not actively 
respond to the call of the party Central Committee and the strong cries of 
the masses. The conference revealed that there was arrogance in the party 
committee of the Jingzhou Military Subdistrict and that democratic centralism 
could not be properly implemented. As a result, Commander Zhang Xiulong 
went to this subdistrict to help rectify the leading group in April 1978. 
[Wuhan Hubei Provincial Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 30 Aug 79 HK] 


JIANGXI PLA TRUTH CRITERION MEETING--The Jiangxi Military District re- 
cently held a meeting of cadres at and above the regimental level to 
seriously study the issue of the criterion of truth. The participants 
held that ideological line is the foundation of the political line. If 
the ideological line is incorrect, the political line is bound to be in- 
correct. They held that the principles and policies formulated by the 

3d Plenum of the llth CCP Central Committee is entirely correct. However, 
a small number of people have doubts. If this situation is not changed, 
the spirit of the 3d Plenum cannot be implemented and the party's politi- 
cal line cannot be put into [words illegible] said that with the [words 
illegible] many new situation and new problems with which we are not fami- 
liar will appear. They have also integrated the study of the criterion 

of truth with the study of Premier Hua's government work report. They 
pointed out that among the people, the influence of the bourgeois and 
feudal ideologies still exist and cannot be eliminated in a short period. 
[Nanchang Jiangxi Provincial Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 3 Sep 79 HK] 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


XIAN LITERARY CRITICS DENOUNCE ULTRALEFTISM 
Xjan SHAANXI Provincial Service in Mandarin 1300 GMT 20 Sep 79 HK 


[Summary] Some literary and art critics in Xian have held: The literature 
and art circles must proceed from criticizing the “minutes” concocted by 
Lin Biao and the “gang of four" to seriously make for the missed lesson 
in discussion «n the criterion of truth. At a forum of literature and 
art critics in Xian jointly held by the ("Yanhe”") editorial department 
and the literature and art department of SHAANXI RIBAO, all comrades were 
enthusiastic and praised the excellent situation on the literature and 
art front in Xian since the smashing of the "gang of four.” An important 
sign of the excellent situation is that the false literature and art in 
the past few years has started to become true literature and art, which 
writes on the truth and speaks the truth. Writers and artists boldly 

get in contact with the contradictions in life today. They have exposed 
the disasters brought on the party and people by Lin Biao and the “gang 
of four" and discoursed on the roots of this catastrophe. 


The commentators also pointed out: "There are still many comrades in 
literature and art circles who consciously or unconsciously regard the 
current state of literature and art from the viewpoint of the ‘minutes’ 
concocted by Lin Biao and the "gang of four." They rail at certain cur- 
rent creations as ‘literature which lacks virtue’ and at literature and 
art circles as ‘leading forward certain negative phenomena in society.’ 
They hold that discussions on democracy in art the arts mean ‘talking about 
seizing power’ and accuse certain comrades in literature and art circles 
as ‘having emerged from the dye vat of 18th century literature and art’ 
and as ‘wanting to negate Chairman Mao's revolutionary line on literature 
and art,’ and so on and so forth.” 


The comrades held: “Judging from all this, the ‘minutes’ not only 
slaughtered revolutionary literature and art in the past 10 years; even 
today they remain the fetters inhibiting the thinking of some people. 
Hence, judging by the situation in literature and art circles, it is ur- 
gently necessary to seriously make up for the missed lesson in the discus- 
sion on the criterion of truth, Only by understanding that practice is 
the sole criterion for testing truth can we ideologically eliminate the 
remnant poison of the ‘'minutes.'" 
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Some of the participants in the forum said: "A phenomenon which causes 

us to reflect deeply has now appeared in literature and art circles. 
Certain comrades who were politically persecuted by the "gang of four” 
consciously or unconsciously maintain the viewpoint of the ‘minutes’ in 
their thinking on literature and art. Why is this? It is because people 
in literature and art circles who uphold the two ‘whatevers’ equate Chair- 
man Mao's thought on literature and art with the ultraleftist viewpoint 

of the ‘minutes,’ and then wave the banner of ‘holding high,’ continue to 
maintain their ultraleftist line of literature and art, and pursue modern 
superstition and mental inhabition and so on. Hence, we must not just 
discuss things for their own sake in criticizing the ‘minutes'; we must 
apply the viewpoint of practice as the sole criterion for testing truth 

to guide our criticism. We must therefore destroy modern superstition 
and must not run away from the question of how to correctly view the 
literature and art thought of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and Mao Zedong.” 


During the meeting, which was held from 10 to 12 September, the 30 partici- 
pants considered and put forward their views on various current literature 
and art polemics. They said: “Seeing the shade of the ‘minutes’ again 
starting to wander about in the minds of some people, we cannot remain 
silent or sit and watch. We must thoroughly discredit it with complete 
assurance and a clear-cut stand. We will certainly not allow our litera- 
ture and art to be dragged off the broad sunlit road guided by the third 
plenum back to the evil road of fabricating daily life and cheating the 
people. Literature and art criticism must play its own role and become 
the vanguard opening up the road for revolutionary literature and art in 
the new period." 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


"RENMIN RIBAO' PAYS TRIBUTE TO OUTSTANDING WOMEN 


Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 22 Sep 79 p 4 HK 


{Article by commentator: “Salute the ‘8 March’ Red Banner Pacesetters and 
Collectives"] 


[Text] More than 10,000 "8 March” Red Banner pacesetters and collectives 
have come to the fore from among the mighty women contingent embarking on 
the -oad of the new long march. They are women of action in various fields 
who uave accomplished a great number of stirring deeds. They have made in- 
valuable contributions to the “four modernizations.” They are outstanding 
examples of millions upon millions of Chinese women, reflecting the fine 
morale and qualities of the women of New China who are marching toward the 
goal of the “four modernizations."” We hereby pay our tribute to those com- 
rades who have won these titles of honor. 


As Lenin said: "Without the participation of laboring women, it is impos- 
sible to carry out socialist revolutior."” Our glorious "8 March" Red Banner 
pacesetters have proven with their deeds that Chinese women are an essen- 
tial force in socialist construction and that the active participation of 
women is indispensable to the modernization drive. However, some people 
still underestimate the importance of this force. Women are not fully 
utilized. Some people even think that women may return to their homes as 
the country modernizes. Such comrades should have a look at these outstand- 
ing women and see how they have been working remarkably for the moderniza- 
tion drive. Let us have a look at Zha Zhengnan, a textile worker in Wuxi, 
who scored a magnificent achievement in producing 710,000 meters of flaw- 
less cloth. Again let us have a look at Xu Qian, chief engineer of the 
Shengli Petrochemical Plant in Shadong, and see how she has led technical 
personnel to tap potentials in technical innovations. Last year alone, 
they were successful in the innovation of more than 240 facility items, 
thereby achieving successful experiences for technical innovations in oil 
refineries. Such stirring examples defy enumeration. They all show that 
Chinese women are an essential force in socialist construction. 


With the gradual rising of our country's mechanization level, social service 
work and collective welfare services will be developed extensively. More 
and more women will be involved in these projects. It is highly important 
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to organize them into these activities since they will certainly make 
greater contributions to the society. For instance, the neighborhooi 
women workinz committee of Zhapu Street in Shanghai exercised their 
self-reliance in setting up various service trades such as nurseries, 
kindergartens, canteens, service centres, guidance centers for young 
people and so forth. The committee has helped working couples avoid 
difficulties at home and has enjoyed the praise of the masses. This 
neighborhood women working committee has now been elected an "8 March” 
Red Banner collective. In reccnt years, more and more women in the 
rural areas have been engaged in diverse economic undertakings, with bet- 
ter results being scored. Some 640,000 women in Yantai Prefecture are 
doing embroidery, knitting and weaving str‘w articles. They earned 170 
million yuan last year. In Roushan County, incomes earned from women's 
occupations such as embroidery, knitting and so forth have increased the 
per capita average incomes of the county by 33 yuan. These women have 
accumulated funds for the state and the collectives and helped peasants 
increase their incomes. In the meantime, the social status of women has 
also been elevated. 


Our attention must be drawn to discrimination against women in some places. 
The practice of men and women enjoying equal pay for equal work has not 
been followed for a long time. While recruiting workers, women are not 
employed in accordance with stipulated conditions. While enrolling new 
students, the required marks for enrolling female students are deliberately 
raised, and some people even brazenly persecute women. None of these 
things can be permitted in our socialist country. Our constitution stipu- 
lates: “Women enjoy equal rights with men in all spheres of political, 
economic, cultural, social and family life." We should foster socialist 
democracy, strengthen the legal system and struggle against the old ide+ 
Ology and force of habit that discriminate against women, so as to protect 
the legitimate rights and interests of women and children. 


Many party committees and party organizations at the grassroots level have 
attached importance to the activities of electing "8 March" Red Banner pace- 
setters and collectives. They have done a great deal of work. We must 
continue to carry out the party's fine tradition of supervising the work 
concerning women, strengthen leadership over it and support women's organi- 
zations to undertake activities independently. In so doing, a more lively 
and solid work will be insured. Now that women are rousing their enthusiasn, 
leading cadres at all levels must pay more attention to their well-being. 
Concrete measures must be taken to fight unfair treatment of women in all 
spheres of political, economic, cultural, social and family life. Childcare 
and other facilities must be run well and labor protection for women strength- 
ened in accordance with their special needs. Those who infringe upon the 
rights and interests of women and children or persecute women shculd be 

held criminally accountable. Organizations for women at all levi ls must 
actively cooperate with other departments concerned to strive for the legi- 
timate rights and interests of women and children. So long as we do our 
work well, the socialist initiative of women will be fully aroused and 

"8 March" Red Banners planted throughout the country. 
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We hope that "8 March” Red Banner pacesetters and collectives will for- 
ever maintain their work style of being modest and prudent and of guard- 

We also hope they will enhance their 
achievements and conscientiously overcome their shortcomings so as to unite 
with more comrades and msxe new contributions to the “four modernizations.”™ 
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ing against arrogance and rashness. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


GANG'S ALLEGATION OF “SOVIETIZATION” OF CHINESE EDUCATION REFUTED 


Wuhu ANHUI SHIDA XUEBAO [ANHUI TEACHER'S UNIVERSITY JOURNAL] in Chinese 
No 2, May 79 pp 37-41 


[Article by Yu-lin [5148 2651]: "Can Our Country's Practice of Learning 
From the Education Experience of the Soviet Union in the 50s Be Considered 
"Total Sovietization'?"] 


[Text] Because of their counterrevolutionary need to usurp the leadership 
of the party and seize power, members of the “gang of four" fabricated the 
so-called “two estimates” on the educational front, promoted an extreme 
Left line, and frantically sabotaged the cause of our country's education. 
They twisted facts and turned history upside down, maliciously attacked 

the educational front during the 1/7 years prior to the Cultural Revolution 
as one which was subject to "dictatorship of a black line,” slandered edu- 
cation in the 50s as something called “total Sovietization,” as "a mixture 
of feudalism, capitalism and revisionism," and thereby completely denied 
the great achievements of those 17 years of education. The various criminal 
labels isposed on the educational front by the “gang of four” have all 
been extirpated one by one; yet, the confusion they aroused in the ranks 

of our country's education has continued even today to leave certain people 
muddled-headed and to make them suffer a lingering fear. For example, 

some people still think our country's practice of learning from the educa- 
tion experience of the Soviet Union in the 59s was nothing but “total 
Sovietization,” or “totally immersed in revisionism." There are also 
people who remain apprehensive that to affirm the achievements of our 
learning from Soviet education at that time would become linked to the 
revisionist education practiced in the Soviet Union today; they therefore 
regard this question as a forbidden area and consequently adopt an evasive 
attitude. The behaviors in all these examples can hardly be considered as 
in accord with the historical-materialistic viewpoint. We should correctly 
treat this question and concretely analyze it with the scientific attitude 
of seeking truth from facts, thus further criticizing the preposterous 
views spread by the "gang of four" and thereby eliminating their remnant 
poison. 
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Was our practice of learning from the education experience of the Soviet 
Union at that time a case of “sheer plagiarism, unadulterated transplanta- 
tion"? 


During the early period of the founding of ovr state, we inherited the old 
schools and also proceeded to reform the old education so as to launch them 
in the course of serving the new society. Along with the rehabilitation of 
the national economy and the overall commencement of socialist revolution 
and socialist construction, it was found necessary to devote considerable 
proportions of our effort to develop cultural and educational enterprises, 
to establish a new socialist education system which is adapted to conditions 
prevailing in our country, so as to train vast numbers of talents for the 
development of our country who are both Red and expert. This was, however, 
a completely new task in respect to which we still lacked relevant exper- 
ience. On the other hand, while the vast numbers of educational workers 
engaged in the carrying out of this task received their due of Marxist- 
Leninist education and conducted serious criticisms of the ideologies of 
the extant feudal, bourgeois education system, they were still not quite 
fully acquainted with the ideology and principles of ‘Marxist-Leninist 
education, nor well apprised of the socialist education system; they were 
little aware of the laws of education and of teaching and learning tasks 

in the socialist schools, and the influence of the ideologies of bourgeois 
education continued to prevail in a rather serious manner. Under such 
circumstances, it was entirely necessary to learn from the advanced educa- 
tional experiences of foreign countries, especially those of the Soviet 
Union, so as to develop rapidly our own educational enterprises. At 

that time, the imperialist countries were hostile toward us and poised to 
block our country, and many things in the educational system of old China 
proved no longer suited to the needs of New China. The Soviet Union, at 
that time, was still a socialist country and, under the leadership of Lenin 
and Stalin, it had already undergone over 30 years of practice and cumulated 
due experience in the development of socialist education. To learn from 
their experience naturally helped us win more time, avoid more detours, and 
develop our own educational enterprises more rapidly. At the same time, 

it also helped the vast numbers of educational workers get acquainted with 
the educational principles of Marxism-Leninism, master the laws of 
socialist education, and eliminate bourgeois educational thinking as 
expeditiously as possible. Chairman Mao was the very one to call upon us 
at that time to follow his bid, "We must willingly and sincerely learn from 
the Soviet Union.” Under the encouragement of this call, an ardent tide 

of learning was aroused amidst the ranks of our educational workers from 
the latter half of 1952 onwards, who thereby busily started to engage them 
selves in such activities as introducing Soviet educational experiences, 
translating and publishing Soviet educational books and articles, importing 
Soviet teaching materials, inviting Soviet experts to work and teach in 

our country, and sending educational delegations to visit each other. All 
these activities played a positive role in the development of our country's 
educational enterprises, promoting the study of educational subjects and 
the uplifting of the professional competence of the educational workers, 
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pushing forward reforms in the contents and methods of teaching in the 
schools at various levels. «*:ablishing the various teaching and learning 
management systems and ins. .utions centered on the elevation of the 
quality of teaching and learning, efc., etc. 


In order to denigrate the education of the 50s, the "gang of four" attacked 
our practice of learning from the education experience of the Soviet 
Union at that time as a case of “sheer plagiarism, unadulterated transplanta- 
tion,” as “total Sovietization.” Facts hardly bore them out. As early 9s 
September 1949, there were prescribed already the various clear and definite 
policies concerning culture and edu: «ion in New China in the “Common 
Program” formulated by the Chinese Pac pie's Poiitical Corsultative Con- 
ference. At the First National Confer. e on Educational Work convened 

at the end of the same year, principlas «{ «ork in the planning of the 
first step in our country's educational onstruction were also formulated: 
New China's education should be based on the new education administered in 
the old liberated areas, critically absorb the useful things in the old 
education, and borrow from the experience of the Soviet Union. Under the 
guidance of these principles, the vast numbers of educational workers 
triumphantly conducted a series of reforms with respect to the old educa- 
tion; they recovered our sovereignty in education from the hands of 
imperialism; they competently took over the schools in the entire nation; 
they eliminated the fascist management system perpetrated on the schools 
by the Kuomintang reactionaries and also the fascist rule they exercised 
on the students; they introduced courses on Marxism-Leninism in these 
schools; they established a new educational system in the service of the 
workers and peasants; they started an ideological reform movement in 
behalf of the intellectuals; they encouraged and supported the masses in 
establishing new schools; and they firmly solidified the party's leader- 
ship in the realm of education. At the same time, they also took into 
consideration our need in training the various professional talents, and 
carried out the work of readjusting the various specialized institutes 

and schools, thereby rectifying the situation in the old institutions of 
higher learning wherein the institutional structures proved largely con- 
fused and chaotic, with departments ond subjects duplicated here and there 
and with teaching and learning often divorced from practical needs; they 
promulgated uniform teaching and learning plans and teaching and learning 
outlines; they revised old and edited new teaching materials, carried out 
reforms in teaching and learning methods, and thereby assured the country 
of the regulations and frameworks required in the training of those 
talents. Apart from all this, teaching and learning research groups were 
also established in general in accordance with the various disciplines at 
all schools of the various levels and types, which served to promote the 
rapid unfolding of educational programs and scientific research work, to 
assure the thorough implementation of the uniform teaching and learning 
plans and teaching and learning outlines promulgated, and which in turn 
effectively improved the quality of teaching and learning. Practice proved 
that the principles and policies of our educational work and the series 

of reform measures adopted then were basically the products of a unity of 
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the fundamental principles of Marxist-Leninist education and the practices 
in our country's educaticn. This is also to say that, at that time, 
efforts were made to follow the Marxist-Leninist educational ideology 

and unite it with the practical conditions in our country, ts learn from 
Soviet experience critically, and thereby achieve the needed "Sinifica- 
tion.” This was something witnessed by everyone. 


Indeed, there appeared certain shortcomings an‘ there occurred certain 
problems during the period when the educatior. experience of the Soviet 
Union was in the process of being learned, and certain things ill-suited 
to the practical conditions of our country were also absorbed. For 
example, the educational principle of “overall development” was partially 
understood, whereupon students were asked to “develop all their subjects 
on hand evenly" so as to “get 5 points for each of those subjects"; this 
at one time led to the situation where the burdens of the students proved 
so heavy as to affect their health. Also, because of the effect of the 
nationwide un‘formity of the educational system in the Soviet schools 

thus imposed upon China, there appeared at one time a wavering attitude in 
the matter of thoroughly carrying out the policies of “Walking on Two Legs’ 
and establishing schools of all types and forms; this placed a constraint 
on the enthusiasm of the masses in their attempt to establish such schools. 
At the same time, in the process of learning from the Soviet Union there 
also existed the ill effects of dogmatism. In the middle schools, for 
instance, the course on molitics was at one time removed and replaced by 

a course on constitutional law, and in some localities, the five-link 
classroom teaching formula and five-level grading system were mechanically 
transplanted. But, compared to achievements, these shortcomings and 
errors were secondary, and they were also greadvally corrected and overcome 
in practice. Yet, the “gang of four" seized some of these shortcomings 
and errors and thereby attached the wanton labei of “sheer piagiarisa, 
unadulterated transplantation" to our country's education in the 50s so as 
to arouse the needed counterrevolutionary public opinion for their "“dicta- 
torship of the black line.” 


Was the education experience of the Soviet Union at that time "a run-of- 
the-mill kind of revisionism"? 


Was the education experience of the Soviet Union in the early 50s “a run- 
of-the-mi)\l kind of revisionism"? This would be confusing the socialist 
Soviet Union under the leadership of Lenin and Stalin with the Soviet 
Union after Khrushchev's accession to power. Even before the outbreak of 
the October Revolution, Lenin had already relentlessly exposed and 
attacked the reactionary education of the old days of Russia. After the 
October Revolution, Lenin himself likewise led the struggle in instituting 
a fundamental reform in the old education: he formulated the educational 
program of the Russian Communist Party, prescribed the tasks and policies 
for the development of the nation's education, and he also resolutely 
struggled against reactionary organizations such as the “All-Russia Teachers 
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Association" and against the opportunist line of the “proletarian culture 
clique," and thereby quickly reformed the old schools and created a 

large number of new-type schools, endeavoring to do his best in having 

the cause engendered by the October Revolution continuously carried for- 
ward in the realm of national education. After the death of Lenin, 

Stalin took over and defended Lenin's cause, and he thus also carried out 
his share of the sustained, indomitabie struggles for the construction 

and development of a proletarian educational system. These included the 
struggle against the "theory of the dying out of schools" of the 20s, in 
particular. After the 30s, along with the development of socialist revolu- 
tion and construction, the Central Committee of the Communist Party of 

the Soviet Union (Bolshevik) successively promulgated a series of important 
decisions such as "Decision Concerning the Elementary Schools and the 
Middle Schools," "Decision Concerning the Teaching Program and Teaching 
System at Middle and Elementary Schools," and “Decision Concerning Text- 
books Used in the Middle and Elementary Schools." In doing so, it exerted 
its utmost effort to perfect the socialist educational system, and it also 
did its best to improve the quality of teaching and learning; it carried 
out difficult and great tasks for the fostering of a contingeut of pro- 
letarian intellectuals, and it cumulated rich experiences as a result. 

As the country entered the 40s, the great anti-fascist war of national 
defense began, and the entire lot of educational work was channeled into 

a war-serving course. The schools generally developed an education that 
inculcated the virtues of supporting the war fronts and defending the 
fatherland, trained and sent large batches of strong, anti-fascist warriors, 
and thus played a positive role in the winning of the victory in that war 
of national defense. After the victory of that war of national defense 
was achieved, the schools proceeded still further to do a lot of work in 
nurturing the country's war wounds, in rehabilitating and developing the 
economy, and in elevating the level of scientific and cultural competence 
of the people, and, in the end, made a positive contribution in national 
construction. All this eloquently proves that, from the victory of the 
October Revolution to the early 50s, the education in the Soviet Union 
always progressed along the socialist road incessantly under the personal 
leadership of Lenin and Stalin, and it was not at all "a run-of-the-mill 
kind of revisionism" like the “gang of four" alleged. Why should our 
learning from such instructive experiences of the Soviet Union be anything 
but commendable? As for the transformation of the educational front in 
the Soviet Union into a revisionist one, it did not happen until Khrushchev's 
accession to power in the mid-50s. The fact that the "gang of four” chose 
to ignore such historical facts and arbitrarily confuse Soviet education 
under the leadership of Lenin and Stalin with Soviet revisionist education 
after Khrushchev's accession to power, calling both cases of "revisionism," 
wbviously reflects their devious intentions. It was but their attempt to 
use their attack of Soviet education of the 30s and 40s as a pretext ‘o 
denigrate the achievements in the education of our country in the 50z, 

and to find a basis for fabricating their reactionary “two estimates." 
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Indeed, after the October Socialist Revolution there occurred instances of 
interference and sabotage by an opportunistic educational policy line in 
the realm of Soviet education, and there developed also various tides of 
reactionary thinking arising both from the “Lefi" and from the Right. 

What should be especially pointed out was that, during the 20s, "advocates 
of the theory of the dying out of schools" held up a banner of the extreme 
Left, took advantage of the intense aspirations on the part of hundreds 
and thousands of the toiling tasses to demand reforms in the old educa- 
tion system, used criticism of the bourgeois traditional education as their 
signboard, dressed up the bourgeois pragmatic education represented by 
Dewey in certain terms and phrases of Marxism, and thereby stealthily 
transported it into the Soviet Union. This caused the then newly initiated 
revolution in education to embark upon a devious road for a time. These 
advocates openly alleged that the schools of the past constituted an instru- 
ment in the hands of the bourgeoisie;" “along with the passing away of this 
class, such schools naturally also must eventually pass away," as they 
said. In so doing, they vainly hoped to adopt an approach of removing 
everything so as to oppose the reforms the proletariat was going to under- 
take vis-a-vis education of the past. As a result, sons and daughters of 
the workers and peasants were once more driven out of the gates of these 
schools, making knowledge forever the monopolized merchandize of the 
bourgeoisie. They likewise openly hawked the so-called “teaching methods 
of special design," propagating a "comprehensive curriculum" centered on 
labor (of so-called "Unit Teaching and Learning Program"); they vociferously 
cried for “thorough removal of textbooks from the school" and advocated 
instead the substitution of “worker's handbooks" and "magazine texts" for 
such textbooks; they also tried to sell their "group laboratory system," 
and do away with the instruction by the separate classes system... All 
anti-Leninist sophistries of this kind as perpetrated by them resulted in 
confusion in educational theory and a serious decline in the quality of 
education in the schools. Similarly, it should also be pointed out that 
during the late 40s, surrounding the aftermath of the criticism campaign 
in the ideological realm which had developed from the rectification of the 
two magazines, LENINGRAD and THE STAR, in the national arena, the tendency 
of criticizing only the Right but not the "Left" and inclining “toward the 
Left rather than the Right" raised its head in the educational circles 

much as it did in other cultural realms; this was a tendency, in fact, to 
attempt to solve scholarly problems and ideological problems by administra- 
tive means. The result of such practice was that dogmatism started to 
prevail in the educational circles, which suffocated the incentive to 
explore the theories of education and to develop renovative practices in 
education and thereby subdued the enthusiasm on the part of the vast number 
of educational workers. This was a lesson that should be absorbed. 





In the course of our attempt to learn from the education experience of the 
Soviet Union, we have cultivated due vigilance toward the erroneous ideolo- 
gical tides and methods that appeared in the Soviet Union and hence avoided 
duplicating them. But the "gang of four," who persistently slandered us 
for having committed “total Sovietization" in our attempt to learn from 
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the education experience of the Soviet Union, actually made full-fledged 
opportunistic merchants of themselves who resorted to hawking the black 
merchandise of Left revisionism. It was precisely they who obtained their 
worn-out weapons from “the proletarian culture clique" and advocates of the 
“theory of the dying out of schools" long forsaken by others in the Soviet 
Union, and thereby staged their raucous play of substituting interference 
for learning, substituting society for the classroom, and substituting 
workers, peasants and soldiers for the teachers in the educational realm. 
It was precisely they who promoted an extreme Left line, destroyed prole- 
tarian education, played havoc with the younger generation, attacked and 
persecuted the vast ranks of the educational workers, and caused our 
nation's educational enterprises to suffer disastrous sabotage. People 
can clearly see from their counterrevolutionary activities that, while it 
was obviously the “gang of four" themselves who were transplanting the 
black merchandise of Soviet revisionism, yet they turned the table and 
groundlessly slandered others for "sheer plagiarism, unadulterated trans- 
plantation"; while it was they who obviously duplicated the worn-out trick 
of advocates of the "theory of the dying out of the schools," yet they 
again alleged other people's learning from the education experience of the 
Soviet Union to be a case of “immersion in revisionism." This fully illus- 
trates that the “gang of four" was made up of nothing but a bunch of full- 
fledged revisionist political scoundrels. 

Was Kirov's "Science of Education" "the basic theory on which the revisionist 
education policy line was promoted during the 17 years prior to the Cul- 
tural Revolution"? 


Although there exist ideological and theoretical defects and errors of a 
serious nature in Kirov's "Science of Education" (i.e., the 1948 edition), 
it was at that time nonetheless a science of education which tried its 
best to follow the educational principles of Marxism-Leninism in studying 
the laws of educational work in the socialist schools. In the process of 
our study of the education experience of the Soviet Union, we happened to 
have translated this "Science of Education"; this was entirely necessary in 
the early years of the liberation. In this "Science of Education,” emphasis 
is especially placed on the study of the characteristics of children on 
the basis of their age; it pays attention to the laws of the children's 
cognition activities and stresses that teaching is the central task of 
school work, classroom teaching is the basic form of teaching, and the 
teacher is the one who plays the leading role in the learning process; it 
also stresses the teaching of knowledge of basic theories and such princi- 
ples of teaching as the systematic nature of teaching and the scientific 
nature of teaching, etc.; and it is seriously devoted to the exploration 
of the objective laws of school education. These represent the precious 
experiences summarized by the vast number of Soviet educational workers 
through long periods of revolutionary practice in education under the 
leadership of Lenin and Stalin. Learning from these experiences had a 
positive impact on our attempt to master new educational theories and 
reform our old education. Of course, there is also another side to this 
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book, which is namely the denial of class struggle in the educational realm 
during the period of socialism; it simply one-sidedly speculates on Marx's 
theory concerning “overall development." In its discussion of education 
and teaching work, there is also a touch of formalism and scholasticism 
and, therefore, in its study of the objective laws of education, there 
often happens to be discussion that departs from the basic principles of 
Marxist-Leninist education. Did problems of this sort have an impact on 
people in our educational circles? Concerning this question, we must 
conduct concrete analyses. After liberation, Chairman Mao himself led 

many important struggles on the educational front where the proletariat was 
pitched against the bourgeoisie. Political and ideological work was always 
given emphasis in the schools of all types and at all levels, and there 
never existed any situation where education departed from class struggle. 
As for the bad influence on our thinking methods which was in turn felt in 
our practical work, it, too, became quickly rectified. How, under such 
circumstances, can it be said, then, that our education in the 50s was 
revisionist in nature and that Kirov's science of education was its theore- 
tical base! 

The "gang of four" denigrated Kirov's "Science of Education," completely 
denigrated our educational work prior to the Cultural Revolution, and 
attached to it all sorts of criminal labels such as “education for the 

whole people," "intellectual education first," “expert line," etc. They 
nominally criticized Kirov's "Science of Education" but actually completely 
denigrated those 17 years of educational work. The so-called “education 
for the whole people” was a false slogan of the bourgeoisie; in a society 
where classes still existed, education separated from a given class actually 
did not exist. During Stalin's period, education in the schools very 
specially emphasized the training of a contingent of intellectuals of the 
working class itself; could this be called "education for the whole people"? 
And in the case of our country, we have openly stated from the very first 
day when the proletariat gained control over the right to education that 
education must serve the workers and the peasants. At the same time as we 
adopted a series of effective measures to elevate the cultural level of the 
workers and the peasants, we also raised a large contingent of intellectuals 
of the proletariat itself. Did this have anything in common with the so- 
called “education for the whole people" which eradicated the class nature 

of education? The slogan "intellectual education first" was a signboard 
used by the bourgeoisie to cover up its "politics first" preference. 
Starting from the educational goal of fostering new people of overall 
development, the emphasis placed by Kirov's "Science of Education" on 
intellectual education is correct; for certain places where intellectual 
education becomes incorrectly overemphasized, that is of course erroneous. 
But this does not warrant its simple designation as “intellectual education 
first." Otherwise, it would have been unthinkable for the Soviet schools 

of the Stalinist period to produce such heroes as Choya and Materosov. 

As for our country, schools of all types and at all levels have always 
insisted on the overall development of both Red and expert, and of moral, 
intellectual as well as physical education under the guidance of the 
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Marxist-Leninist and Mao Zedong educational ideology. If » to raise 
any question, it cannot possibly be any deviation such as "iuteilectual 
education first" but most certainly one of the “gang of four" eliminating 
intellectual education altogether. The so-called “expert line" was a 
stick with which the "gang of four" attempted to beat others. There was 
no contradiction between strengthening the party's leadership over educa- 
tional work and stressing and giving full play to the role of the experts; 
the two should be consistent with each other. It is perfectly correct for 
Kirov's "Science of Education" to require experienced "experts" to fulfill 
the roles of the president and the dean of a schocl; can it be that our 
schools need those novices who cannot understand a single thing to lead 
them on a long-range basis? Leaders of schools should be gradually turned 
into experts; the practice of letting novices lead education can no longer 
be continued. Only thus can it be considered real implementation of the 
party's leadership. 


Practice distinguishes the true from the false. The education of the 50s 
in our country had proceeded steadily under the guidance of the line and 
policy formulated by the Party Central headed by Chairman liao himself. 

This education of the 50s learning from the education experience of the 
Soviet Union was also an inevitable measure adopted under concrete histori- 
cal conditions of the time. There existed neither “sheer plagiarism, 
unadulterated transplantation," “total Sovietization," nor anything called 
“dictatorship of the black line." Even today, we must still learn the 
good points in the fine experiences of all foreign countries while elimina- 
ting their shortcomings; this has been our consistent policy. The various 
slanders hurled by the “gang of four" served precisely to expose themselves 
as the deadly enemies banking on sabotaging our socialist education. His- 
tory is a mirror; teachers dy negative examples also have their special 
role to play. We should take historical lessons from the counterrevolu- 
tionary activities of the "gang of four," recognizing the right and wrong 
as to the question of policy line. In the present historical period when 
the point of emphasis of the whole party's work is being shifted to 
socialist modernization, educational workers have great responsibilities. 
We must insist on the educational line of the proletariat and, along with 
our summing up of the country's educational experience of the recent 30 
years, continue to learn and borrow the educational experiences of foreign 
countries so as to render our services for the development of the socialist 
educational enterprises in our country and make our contributions for the 
realization of the Four Modernizations. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


FACTORY WORKERS STUDY ‘REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE GOVERNMENT" 


Shanghai WEN HUI BAO in Chinese 21 Jul 79 p 1 





[News report: "Study ‘Report on the Work of the Government’ as a Weapon 
for a Standard of Truth; Shanghai Electric Motor Plant Holds Cadre Study 
Classes; Deepened Understanding of the Class Situation at the Present Time 
and the Important Contradictions in China"] 


[Text] Recently the Shanghai Electric Motor Plant party committee held 

the first cadre study class. Comrades participating in the study class 
taking the principle that practice is the sole standard for testing reality 
as a weapon studied and discussed Comrade Hua Guofeng’s “Report on the 
Work of the Government," deepened their understanding of China's present 
class situation and the important contradictions at the present stage, 
clarified muddled thinking and obtained good results. 


The study class first of all held a supplementary class focusing on the 
situation that some comrades did not understand adequately the importance 
and necessity of discussing the question that practice is the sole standard 
for testing truth. Through study of the works of Marx and Lenin and 
Chairman Mao they got in touch with actuality, and comparing the former 
and the latter clarified the relationship between practice and theory, 
discriminated right and wrong in the line and understood profoundly the 
great significance of this discussion. Everyone thought that in future 
they certainly would maintain the practice of seeking truth from facts in 
analyzing things and regarding questions. Practice proves that if some- 
thing is a mistake it should be corrected; practice proves that if some- 
thing is correct it should be upheld. 


With the principle that practice is the sole standard for testing truth as 
a weapoa the study class studied and understood the main spirit of Comrade 
Hua Guofeng's “Report on the Work of the Government" and understood pro- 
foundly the question of the class situation and class struggle in China 
and the main contradiction in the present stage. In the beginning some 
comrades pointed out that since landlords and the rich peasant classes 
has already been wiped out and the capitalist class no longer existed as a 
class, how could there still be class struggle? If the class exploiting 
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class no longer existed then over whom did the proletariat exercise 
dictatorship? Through study and discussion the comrades derived the 
following points of agreement on the question of the class situation in 
the present stage and class struggle: (1) When studying China's class 
situation in the present stage and the question of class struggle, we must 
uphold the basic principles of Marxism-Leninism and analyze new situations 
from actuality to make new conclusions; (2) The actual situation is, on 
on~ hand the exploiting classes of landlords and rich peasants and the 
bourgeois class definitely no longer exist, but on the other hand class 
enemies will be around for a long time and among the people the influence 
of bourgeois attitudes and feudal class attitudes will exist for a long 
time, and abroad there are still imperialists and reactionaires, so there 
is still class struggle; (3) There can be fundamental changes in class 
relationships and the object of proletarian dictatorship can change, it is 
mainly directed against class enemie: therefore it is still necessary to 
maintain the dictatorship of the proletariat; (4) Analyzing changes in 
the class relations from actuality derives new conclusions as a matter of 
course. The contradictions of the proletariat and the bourgeoisie are 

no longer important conclusions. The central mission of all the people 
should be to do socialist modernization construction, and the emphasis of 
all the nation's work should be shifted to this; (5) At the present stage 
there is still class struggle in China and if cone says that class struggle 
has already been eliminated this is not in conformity with reality and is 
mistaken. But large-scale stormy mass class struggle has already ended, so 
Class struggle should not be expanded. 


To understand more deeply the new changes in the class situation they also 
considered the class struggle situation in China since the basic victory 
of socialist reform of the ownership of the means of production, and sum- 
marized the lessons of experience in repeated class conflicts and acknow- 
ledged Comrade Hua Guofeng's “Report on the Work of the Government's" men- 
tion of two indisputable facts, and the adopted policy was seeking truth 
from facts, was a conclusion from historical experience, was a generaliza- 
tion of the practice of class struggle at the present stage and was a 
model of the combination of theory and practice. 


Through this discussion everybody understood that seen from the actual 
situation, the class struggle was no longer an important contradiction of 
our cyuntry at present. In this century the Four Modernizations will 
rapidly raise our present very low level of production to a modernized 
level, and to reform those elements in our present production relations 
and superstructure which hinder the Four Modernizations, to sweep away all 
old customs and influences which are not beneficial to the Four Moderniza- 
tions, these are the important contradictions which should be resolved in 
our present stage. Proceed from these important contradictions and 
correct the central work, important mission and struggle aims of the 
present stage. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


"RENMIN RIBAO’' CALLS ON REVOLUTIONARIES TO WRITE MEMOIRS 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 7 Sep 79 p 1 HK 


[XINHUA report from Changsha 5 September. "“Hunat Provincial CCP Committee 
Calls on Veteran Cadres to Write Memoirs for the Education of the Younger 
Generation" ]} 


[Text] Adopting a variety of methods, the Hunan Provincial CCP Committee 
mobilized the veteran cadres to write revolutionary histories and memoirs 
in the light of their own personal experience for the education of the 
younger generation. The results were remarkable. 


In the 2 years since the smashing of the “gang of four,” j«cides publish- 
ing a number of memoirs in HUNAN RIBAO and XINXIANG PINGLUY [NEW HUNAN 
REVIEW], the Hunan Provincial People's Publishing House has published and 
distributed 11 biographies and historical records, including "The Young 
Comrade Mao Zedong," "The Six Martyrs in Chairman Mao's Family," "Yang 
Kaihui,” “The Battle Drums of Autumn Harvest," "The Red Army's Long March 
in Hunan,” “Comrade Zhu De in Hunan,” "Stories About Comrade He Long,” 
"Xiang Jingyu" and "Stories About the Workers’ Nevolutionary Struggle in 
the Shuikou Mountains.” Forthcoming books include: "Comrade Mao Zedong's 
Early Revolutionary Activities," "Cai Hesen,” "ken Bishi,” "Xia Minghan,"™ 
“Liu Zhixun,” “He Jingqi,"” "Liu Dongxuan,"” and "Jiang Shengrong.”" The 
writing of historical records and biegraphies including "The Pingjiang 
Uprising,” "The Jiayi Massacre," "The Southern Hunan Rebellion,” "The 359th 
Division in Hunan,” "The Cultural School," "The New People Study Society,” 
"Comrade Peng Dehuai in Pingjiang,"” "Xu Teli,” "Pan Xinyuan" and "Mao 
Zejian" are now in progress. 


Hunan offers us rich material for writing revolutionary histories because 
it was the place where Comrade Mao Zedong and other revolutionaries of the 
older generation carried out revolutionary activities in their early years. 
The Hunan Provincial CCP Committee paid great attention to the writing of 
revolutionary histories and memoirs. Before the cultural revolution, a 
special editorial board was set up for this purpose and a vast amount of 
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revolutionary historical material was collected and sorted. After the 
fall of the “gang of four,” the department concerned under the Provincial 
CCP Committee began to mobilize the veteran cadres to write revolutionary 
histories and memoirs. Last March, the organization and propaganda de- 
partments under the Provincial CCP jointly convened a meeting to discuss 
this work. The meeting was attended by provincial units in charge of 
philosophy and social sciences, journalism and publication, culture and 
education and literature and art. 


The methods adopted by Hunan Province for the compilation of revolutionary 
histories and memoirs are: 1) veteran cadres (mainly those who do not 
hold substantive positions) who are physically fit and have the ability 

to write are organized to write the books themselves. 2) Assistants are 
assigned to those veteran cadres who want to write but are unable to do 

so due to their low educational lev»l or poor health. These assistants 
will record and sort the material they dictate. 3) Professional writers 
ure requested to interview veteran cadres who are familiar with the condi- 
tions at that time, hold forums and collect information and compile his- 
torical material. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTUR® 


BEIJING CITY IMPROVES LAW AND ORDER 
Beijing City Service in Mandarin 2300 GMT 22 Sep 79 HK 


[Excerpts] The capital has achieved notable success in straightening out 
law and order in society this year. Comparing the9 months since this 
straightening out with the previous 9 months, the number of cases of hooli- 
ganism, theft, rape, and stealing bicycles has declined by over 50 percent. 
The number of major criminal cases has fallen by nearly 50 percent. 


Many neighborhoods, schools, factories, and public security departments 
have closely cooperated with parents to educate and save delinquent youths 
and juveniles. They have adopted a series of methods such as concentrating 
them for education, issuing warning notices, setting up groups to assist and 
educate them, and establishing work-study schools to enthusiastically con- 
duct education for them in revolutionary ideals, morals and qualities, and 
in observing law and discipline. 


Party, government and army organs in Beijing and municipal units have 
seriously straightened out law and order in their [words illegible] stay 

in the hostels and housing areas and launch the dependents of the staff and 
workers to draw up regulations or pacts for residents, centered on upholding 
law and order, obeying traffic regulations and doing well in sanitation. 


Although a certain degree of success naz) been achieved in straightening out 
law and order in society, certain problems still exist. The number of 
criminal cases in some districts has risen again since August. At the same 
time, certain factories harmful to law and order have not been solved, and 
so on. To further improve law and order in society in the capital, the 
public security cadres and policemen, security cadres and activists are 
resolved to make still greater and unwearying efforts to grasp the work 

to the end, as a practical deed to greet National Day. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


BEIJING'S CHONGWEN DISTRICT PROVIDES EMPLOYMENT FOR JOBLESS YOUTHS 
Beijing XINHUA Domestic Service in Chinese 0330 GMT 24 Sep 79 OW 


[Newsletter by XINHUA reporters Zhang Xinchen and Rong Ancai: “Beijing's 
Chongwen District Shows its New Appearance”) 


[Excerpts] Beijing, 24 September--Beijing's Chongwen District is a place 
where the laboring people of thecity live. This obscure area has attracted 
numerous visitors recently. They are people from various provinces, munici- 
palities and autonomous regions throughout the country and also guests from 
foreign countries. They go there not to enoy the “scenery” but to witness 
the changes that have taken place there after measures were adopted to pro- 


vide jobs for young people awaiting employment. 


In the past six months or so, drastic changes have taken place in this area 
which had a number of unemployed people. According to statistics released 
by departments concerned, there were more than 23,300 young people awaiting 
employment in this area, which has a population of over 400,000. By the 
first part of September, 85 percent of them had been given jobs. This .s 
truly a gratifying change, as there are now basically no idle people loaf- 
ing around in areas under the jurisdiction of the neighborhood offices and 
the residents’ committees. 


Without asking the state for a penny, this area set up 198 neighborhood 
enterprises and businesses in the past six month, placed large numbers of 
young people awaiting jobs and provided items and services which the state 
enterprises cannot supply readily. All this is welcomed by the masses. 


Many young people have not only found jobs but also enjoy the emancipation 

of their minds. According to figures made available by departments concerned, 
in the past about 10 percent of the families in the district encountered 
difficulties in livelihood when jobs were not provided in a timely manner. 
The situation now has clearly changed. 


In the past, some young people in the neighborhoods who were out of work 
had become uncontrollable “wild kids," causing agony and anxiety to their 
parents. This situation is now changing. There are four notorious young 
men in the Longtan neighborhood. When they were assigned jobs in the 
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neighborhood's production group, they acted like money kings storming the 
heavenly palace, disrupting the normal] order of production in the group. 
They started singing as soon as they reported to work. When people asked 
them to behave, they angrily retorted: This is none of your business! 
They soon cisappeared from work to have a good time. In order to get off 
work early, they set the clock fast, to avoid working night shifts, they 
broke the light switches. In spite of their misbehavior, cadres of the 
presidents’ committee and the elderly women in the production group dealt 
with them patiently to help them grow. The people praised these elderly 
women as “psychologists."’ Many parents said happily: By providing jobs 
for the youngsters, the wresidents’' committee has freed the parents, made 
available extra coupons to get things, minimized troubles and gladdened the 
whole family. 


In this area not only young people awaiting jobs were given employment. 
Efforts have also been made to get jobs for those who made mistakes. 


A responsible person in Chongwen District said: By providing jobs to the 

unemployed we have eliminated many elements contributing to instability in 
the streets, and the social order throughout the district has taken a turn 
for the better. Crimes in the district in July dropped to an all-time low. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


BEIJING LECTURE STRESSES TRAINING OF MINORITY CADRES 
Beijing Domestic Service in Mandarin 1015 GMT 16 Sep 79 OW 


[Sixth in Lecture Series on Nationality Policy: "“Energetically Train 
Cadres of Minority Nationalities") 


[Excerpts] To energetically train cadres of minority nationalities, in- 
cluding political cadres and specialized cadres, constitutes an important 
part of our party's policy on nationalities and a key to the solution of 

the nationality problem. In 1949 Comrade Mao Zedong issued a directive 
calling for training a large number of cadres of minority nationalities. 

He also said that to thoroughly solve the nationality problem and to com- 
pletely isolate the nationality reactionaries, it was impossible to achieve 
the aim without a large number of communist cadres of minority nationalities. 


Our party has always paid attention to the training and education of cadres 
of minority nationalities. Beginning in the early days of the Chinese revu- 
lution, during the War of the North Expedition, the agrarian revolution and 
the long march, our party successively trained a number of cadres of minor- 
ity nationalities. According to incomplete scatistics, China now has more 
than 800,000 minority cadres who are divorced from productive work. Never- 
theless, it must be recognired that our current cadres of minority nation- 
alities, both in quantity and quality, are far from being able to perform 
the general task of the new period and the nationality work. The number 

of backbone leaders among these cadres is small, and the number of special- 
ized cadres is even smaller. The consequences of sabotage of minority na- 
tionality work by Lin Biao and the "Gang of Four" have been particularly 
serious. They undermined the work of training cadres of minority national- 
ities by wantonly abolishing nationality colleges and schools. After the 
downfall of the "Gang of Pour,” the party Central Committee, headed by 
Comrade Hua Guofeng, eliminated confusion, restored order, rehabilitated 
and exonerated the victims of framed-up cases, false charges and unjust 
verdicts in minority areas, and gradually implemented its policy on na- 
tionalities, thus liberating the cadres of minority nationalities for the 
second time. 


One of the ser..us consequences caused by sabotage by Lin Biao and the 
"Gang of Four” is the drastic drop in the proportion of minority nation- 
ality cadres in the autonomous areas and particularly the sharp decrease 
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in the number of minority cadres holding responsible positions. For ex- 
ample, in Ningsia Hui Autonomous Region, where 30 percent of the popula- 
tion is minority nationalities, only 12 percent of the total aumber of 
cadres are cadres of minority nationalities. Is Yunnan Province, where 
one-third of the population is minority nationalities, only 17.3 percent 
of the total number of cadres are cadres of minority natic.lities. This 
situation exists in varying degrees in China's autonomous vegions, 29 
autonomous prefectures and 69 autonomous counties or banners. 


According to the stipulation of the PRC outline for the implementation of 
regional autonomy of minority nationalities, the governments of autonomous 
areas must be mainly composed of nationality personnel for the enforcement 
of regional autonomy. Obviously the present situction is not in accord with 
the above stipulation. To embody the spirit of regional autonomy of minority 
nationalities and to realize the minority nationalities’ right to autonomy, 
we must first strive to assign as quickly as possible principal leading posi- 
tions in autonomous organs at various levels to cadres of minority nation- 
alities who have communist consciousness. At the same time, we must pay 
attention to selecting cadres of winority nationalities whe are politically 
and ideologically good and wio know vocational work to assume leading posi- 
tions in government departments in the autonomous areas. 


At present the shortage of scientific and technological personnel and teach- 
ers in minority nationality areas has become a grave obstacle hindering eco- 
nomic and cultural development in these areas. The most pressing current 
task is to insure modernization of areas inhabited by people of minority 
nationalities, quickly change the backwardness in these areas, gradually 
eliminate inequalities that were left by history among the various nation- 
alities and train as quickly as possible specialized minority cadres and 
personnel. To meet this task we must conscientiously run n° cionality col- 
leges and schools well. Moreover, we must adopt methods that have proved 
effective and feasible in the past. 


When we say that it is necessary to train a large number of minority cadres 
and specialized personnel with communist consciousness and ‘:o gradually 
allow them to assume greater responsibility, we do not mear that cadres of 
Han nationality are no longer needed in areas of minority sationalities 
and that these cadres’ responsibility can be reduced. Under the conditions 
in China, either in the past, at present or in the future, a large number 
of fine cadres cf Han nationality was needed, is needed and will be needed 
to carry out work in areas inhabited by minority nationalities. 


Therefore, it is necessary to continue °o encourage cadres of Han national- 
ity and other specialized personnel to go to minority nationality areas. 
Meanwhile, we should show concern for the hardships of cadres of Han 
nationality and gradually help them solve their practical difficulties so 
that they will keep their minds on their work in the frontiers and make new 
contributions to the development and prospevcity of our fraternal national- 
ities. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


BEIJING LECTURE ON NATIONALITY POLICY, CULTURAL CONSTRUCTION 
Beijing Domestic Service in Mandarin 1015 GMT 18 Sep 79 OW 


[Eighth in a series of lectures on nationality policy: "Speed Up Cul- 
tural Construction in Minority Nationality Regions" ] 


[Excerpts] Now and for a considerably long time to come the common task 
for the people of all nationalities of our country is to carry out social- 
ist modernization at an accelerated pace to build our country into a great, 
powerful socialist country with modern agriculture, industry, national de- 
fense, and science and technology. The key to the “four modernizations" 
lies in the modernization of science and technology. 


As Comrade Hua Guofeng said, “Raising the scientific and cultural level 
of the entire Chinese nation is a colossal task facing all our people. 
It is a task of strategic importance. Unless it is accomplished, our 
general task for the new period cannot be fulfilled." This is a great 
and arduous task for the entire Chinese nation, but even more so for our 
minority nationalities. 


In the past more than 10 years, owing to wild sabotage by Lin Biao and the 
"Gang of Four,” cultural and educational development has suffered from un- 
heard of calamities in the minority nationality regions. Universities, col- 
leges and middle and primary schools for minority nationalities were largely 
closed down. In some areas it was forbidden to use the language of minority 
nationalities in schools, and enrollment is limited for students of minority 
nationalities, particularly in the pastoral and hilly areas. 


At present development in culture, education, science and health in minority 
nationality regions is far from meeting the requirements of our country's 
socialist modernization and the need to quickly change the backwardness in 
the minority nationality regions. 


At present it is necessary to do the following: 
1. It is necessary to restore and develop the educational institutions for 


minority nationalities. First of all it is necessary to make primary-school 
education universal. 
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2. It is necessary to set up and develop scientific research institu- 

tions in minority nationality regions step by step. First of all it is 
necessary to vigorously develop scientific and technological research 
organizations and extension systems adapted to local characteristics in 
industrial, agricultural, livestock and forestry production. It is neces- 
sary to vigorously develop medical and public health services in minority 
nationality regions, conduct studies in the traditional medicine of minority 
nationalities and promote its development. At the same time it is neces- 
sary to develop the social sciences, particularly ethnic studies, histories, 
languages, literature and art and religions. 


3. It is necessary to vigorously develop a new culture among the minority 
nationalities, which should be socialist in content and ethnic in form. 

It is necessary to actively help the minority nationalities do a good job 
in running vernacular press, broadcasting and publishing establishments 
and increase the number of vernacular newspapers, journals and books. 


4. It is necessary to actively sort out and study the cultural heritage of 
minority nationalities. 


5. It is necessary to conscientiously implement the policy toward intel- 
lectuals of minority nationalities. The number of intellectuals and ex- 
perts in various fields is relatively small among our minority national- 
ities. Old scholars, si:.gers and artists who are versed in their own 
ethnic cultures are also small in number. They are a very valuable asset. 
They are needed for the cultural, educational, scientific and health de- 
velopment of the minority nationalities and the training of a new genera- 
tion of minority intellectuals. Therefore, it is necessary to pay close 
attention to implementing the policy toward them and bring their enthusiasm 
into full play to serve the "four modernizations." 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


BEIJING LECTURE ON USE OF MINORITIES’ LANGUAGES 
Beijing Domestic Service in Mandarin 1015 GMT 19 Sep 79 OW 


[Ninth in a series of lectures on nationality policy: "Attach Importance 
To, Use and Develop the Spoken and Written Languages of the Minority Na- 
tionalities" ] 


[Excerpts] All of China's 55 minority nationalities have their own spoken 
language but, as of the time of liberation, only 21 had their own written 
languages. The Chinese language is spoken by the Han nationality and 
Chinese characters are popular among the Hui, Manchu and the nationalities. 
The Mongolian, Tibetan, Uygur, Korean, Kazakh, Sibo, Pai, Uzbek, Khalkhas, 
Tartar, and Russian nationalities have their own relatively common written 
languages. The written languages of the Yi, Nahsi, Miao, Chingpo, Lisu, 
Lahu and Wa national minorities have not been popularized among these seven 
nationalities. The 34 other nationalities still do not have written lan- 
guages of their own. 


Our party has always respected the spoken and written languages of minority 
nationalities. Comrades Mao Zedong and Zhou Enlai issued instructions on 
many occasions that we should not only respect the spoken and written lan- 
guages of national minorities but should also help them to use and develop 
their own languages. The PRC constitution stipulates in explicit terms 
that all nationalities have the right to use and develop their own spoken 
and written languages. 


Language equality is an important component and hallmark of equality among 
all nationalities. Lenin said: Whoever does not admit and persist in 
equality among nationalities and their Languages and fails to struggle 
against national oppression and inequality is not a Marxist or a nation- 
alist. There is not the slightest doubt about this point. 


Language is the most important tool with which people can communicate with 
each other. It is a tool for social struggle and social development. The 
spoken and written languages of every nationality are closely linked with 
its struggle and development. They record and disseminate the valuable 
experiences gained by its people in class struggle and the struggle for 
production and record and disseminate its cultural and ideological treas- 
ures. 
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Since the founding of new China, people of minority nationalities have 

been entitled to the right to use their own spoken and written languages in 
their daily life, labor, correspondence, production and social activities, 
thanks to the party's policies and the fundamental laws of the state that 
stipulate this right. In those regions where national minorities have their 
own written languages, the use of the local people's spoken and written lan- 
guages in teaching at elementary and middle schools as well as in institu- 
tions of higher learning has been encouraged. 


Regarding the election of deputies of people's congresses in the national 
autonomous regions, several of the laws discussed and adopted at the re- 
cent NPC session also stipvlate that the local written languages of national 
minorities should be used. The laws further stipulate that c‘tizens of all 
nationalities have the right to use their own spoken and written languages 
in court proceedings. In these proceedings the people's courts, people's 
procuratorates and public security organs should provide if needed, a 
translation service to the parties concerned. And that in areas of national 
minorities or of multinationalities the popular local spoken languages 
should be used in court trials and the popular local written languages used 
in court rulings and judgements, promulgations and other documents. These 
stipulations provide better protection for national minorities in the use 
of their own spoken and written languages. They vividly reflect that people 
of all nationalities in our country enjoy political equality and democratic 
rights. 


The widespread use of minority nationalities’ spoken and written languages 
has promoted political, economic and cultural exchanges among the various 
nationalities and greatly spurred the development of undertakings in areas 
inhabited by minority nationalities. 


Since the downfall of the “Gang of Four," the party policy of respecting 
minority nationalities’ spoken and written languages has again been imple- 
mented and the use of these languages further promoted. Some areas and 
departments, however, have not paid enough attention to using these languages. 
This question should be promptly solved. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


BEIJING LECTURE ON RESPECT FOR NATIONALITY CUSTOMS 
Beijing Domestic Service in Mandarin 1015 GMT 20 Sep 79 OW 


[Tenth in the lecture series on nationality policy: "Respect the Customs 
and Habits of Minority Nationalities" ] 


[Excerpts] It is our party's consistent policy to respect the customs and 
habits of our minority nationalities. To respect the customs and habits of 
the minority nationalities means to respect the people of minority nation- 
alities, respect national equality and respect national feelings. This is 

a matter of great importance concerning adherence to the principle of nation- 
al equality. Strengthening national unity, correctly handling national 
relations and enhancing social stability and unity. 


Our constitution stipulates that all our nationalities have the freedom to 
maintain or transform their own customs and habits. Comrades Mao Zedong and 
Zhou Enlai always taught us to respect the customs and habits of the minority 
nationalities. 


In his report on the work of the government at the first session of the Fifth 
NPC, Comrade Hua Guofeug reaffirmed that it is necessary to respect the cus- 
toms and ways of the minority nationalities. As to old and backward cus- 
toms and habits, it is up to the people of the minority nationalities con- 
cerned to reform them step by step according to their own will. 


Lin Biao and the "Gang of Four" pushed an ultraleft line and wantonly tram 
pled on and undermined the party's nationality policy. Waving the banners 
of class struggle, the struggle between the two roads and revolution in the 
superstructure, they used feudal, fascist methods to force the people of 
minority nationalities to change their customs and habits. In fact, they 
pushed a reactionary policy of forced national assimilation. Under the 
pernicious influence of Lin Biao and the "Gang of Four," in some places 
there were public attempts to make people of minority nationalities change 
their costumes and dress like the Han people, and it was forbidden to pro- 
duce and supply special commodities required by minority nationalities. In 
other places, people of Hui nationality were even forced to change their 
traditional way of burial and adopt cremation. In many places, the state 
council's stipulation that festivals of minority nationalities should be 
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observed as holidays was not followed. In other places, people of the Hui 
and other nationalities who abstain from eating pork were forced to raise 
hogs. And whether one ate pork was made a condition for beiug admitted to 
the party and CYL, joining the army, being employed as a worker and being 
prcaoted to a cadre. These extremely wrong practices have seriously hurt 
national feelings and undermined national unity. 


We must continue to fully criticize Lin Biao and the "Gang of Four,” elimi- 
nate their pernicious influence, thoroughly correct erroneous past practices 
of not respecting the customs and habits of minority nationalities in cer- 

tain places, strictly follow the provisions of the constitution, conscientious- 
ly implement the party's nationality policy and unite the people of all na- 
tionalities to strive for the realization of the “four modernizations." 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


12TH AND FINAL BEIJING LECTURE ON NATIONALITIES POLICY 
Beijing Domestic Service in Mandarin 1015 GMT 23 Sep 79 OW 


[12th and final in series of lectures on nationalities policy: “Implement 
the Party's Nationalities Policy in an All-Round Way") 


[Excerpts] Marxism-Leninism has always maintained that nationalities prob- 
lems are long lasting. Comrade Mao Zedong also said long ago that nation- 
alities problems will exist for a long time. Why do nationalities problems 
perennially exist? This is determined by the following factors: 


l. The differences among nationalities perpetuate the existence of nation- 
alities problems. 


2. Inequalities left over from the past in economic and cultural develop- 
ment among nationalities will continue to exist for a long time. It will 
take a very long time to surmount these inequalities step by step. It is 
important for us to solve nationalities problems at home from now on. 


3. The oppression, exploitation, bullying and discrimination directed 
against minority nationalities in the past by the reactionary classes, 
primarily the reactionary classes of Han nationality, seriously alienated 
the nationalities. Overcoming this situation will take some time. 


4. Class struggle at home and abroad will find expression in nationalities 
relationships. Even though systematic exploitation has been abolished in 
our country, and landlords and rich peasants have been eliminated as an ex- 
ploiting class and capitalists no longer exist as a class, class enemies 
of all descriptions will continue to exist for a long time. Class struggle 
has not ended. Moreover, the class struggle at home is closely related 
with the class struggle in the international arena, especially when the 
Soviet revisionists still retain their wild ambition to subjugate China. 
Class enemies both at home and abroad will invariably foment disunity and 
dissension among nationalities in an attempt to undermine the unification 
of our great motherland and the unity of our nationalities. The influence 
of bourgeois and feudal ideologies will continue to exist among the people. 
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This influence becomes great Han chauvinism and local nationalism in re- 
lations among nationalities. The abovementioned factors determine the 
continued existence of nationalities problems. 


Lin Biao and the "Gang of Four" openly denied the objective fact that 
multiple nationalities exist in our country. They opposed the scientific 
provosition of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought about the continued ex- 
istence of nationalities problems. China was a semifeudal and semicolonial 
country before liberation. All nationalities, including the Han nation- 
ality, were victims of imperialist oppression, and the minority national- 
ities were subjected to the oppression of the reactionary ruling class at 
home, who practiced great Han chauvinism. Many minority nationalities 

were not recognized as nationalities. Of the 55 minority nationalities in 
our country, over 90 percent had been living in obscurity and were not 
recognized until after liberation. Comrade Zhou Enlai said in 1957: Our 
nationalities policy is a policy to make all nationalities flourish. All 
nationalities must enjoy equality and thrive together. Making nationalities 
flourish is a fundamental stand in the nationalities policy. If one violates 
this fundamental stand and arbitrarily attempts to forcibly eliminate the 
differences among nationalities, then what one imphements is the reactionary 
policy of assimilation of nationalities and sot the proletarian socialist 
policy of nationalities. The end result <an only be more alienation and 
barriers, causing confrontations and conflicts among nationalities, To 
recognize the continued existence of nationalities and the differences among 
nationalities, it is imperative to uphold the principle of integrating theory 
with practice in nationalities work and proceed from the actual conditions 
in areas of minority nationalities. 





Comrade Mao Zedong emphasized time and again that in performing national- 
ities work we must take into consideration the characteristics and needs 

of the minority nationalities, do our work according to local conditions 

and avoid mechanically applying experience from abroad and from areas in- 
habited by people of Han nationality. Practice is the sole criterion for 
truth. Both positive and negative experiences accumulated in nationalities 
work in the 30 years since the founding of New China tell us that our party's 
policies and principles in dealing with the nationalities problem are cor- 
rect. We are convinced that so long as we uphold the Marxist-Leninist 
viewpoint about the continued existence of nationalities problems, con- 
sistently implement the party's policy on nationalities, proceed from reality 
in everything and take into consideration the characteristics of the nation- 
alities, we will continue to win victories in the party's nationalities work 
and successfully fulfill the tasks of dealing with nationalities problems 
during the new period of socialism. [A station announcement was broadcast 

at the end of this lecture asking listeners to write to the station expres- 
sing their opinion of this lecture series]. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


ANHUI NATIONALITIES AFFAIRS COMMITTEE MEETS 
Hefei Anhui Provincial Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 28 Sep 79 HK 


[Summary] The fourth enlarged plenary session of the Anhui Provincial Na- 
tionalities Affairs Committee was held in Anhui from 13 to 21 September. 

The meeting conveyed and implemented the spirit of the first enlarged plen- 
ary session of the State Nationalities Affairs Commission, further imple- 
mented the nationalities policy, summed up and exchanged experience in na- 
tionalities work, and discussed and arranged future tasks. Huang Yan, vice 
chairman of the Provincial CPPCC; Wei Jianzhang, vice chairman of the Pro- 
vincial CPPCC and director of the United Front Department of the Provincial 
CCP Committee, (Qin Guangyu), deputy director of the United Front Department; 
(Duan Huiliang), deputy director of the United Front Department and chairman 
of the Provincial Nationalities Affairs Committee; and (Li Yixiu), vice 
chairman of the Nationalities Affairs Committee, attended the meeting. 
Comrade (Duan Huiliang) presided. This was the first meeting of the con- 
mittee for 17 years. 





Gu Zhuoxin, Zhao Shouyi and Zhang Kaifan, secretaries of the Provincial CCP 
Committee, and (Yuan Zhen), member of the Standing Committee of the committee 
and vice chairman of the provincial revolutionary committee, received all 

the participants. Zhang Kaifan made a speech. He demanded that cadres en- 
gaged in nationalities work strive to do their work well and be promoters of 
the unity of nationalities and of speeding up tiie development of minority 
nationality economy and culture. 


Anhui currently has 250,000 members of 25 minority nationalities. Some 
240,000 of them are Huis. The conference pointed out: “Due to the inter- 
ference and sabotage of Lin Biao and the gang of four, the nationalities 
policy could not be implemented. This caused tremendous chaos in national- 
ities work and dissatisfaction among the minority nationality people. Since 
the gang of four were smashed, we have turned chaos to order and nationali- 
ties work has gained new life. The work organs of the provincial nationali- 
ties affairs committee were restored in April this year with the approval of 
the profincial CCP and revolutionary committees. A number of prefectures, 
municipalities and counties have correspondingly restored or established 
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nationalities work organs, and assigned full-time cadres to them. These 
have done a lot of work in implementing the party's nationalities policy and 
conducting reeducation in that policy.” 


The meeting set out the tasks for the future, as follows: 


"1. Continue to conduct reeducation in the nationalities policy, centered on 
overcoming great Han chauvinism. This is the current key to implementing 
the nationalities policy and strengthening the unity of nationalities. It 
is also necessary to overcome local nationalisn. 


"2. Insure the rights of equality of the minority nationalities, pay at- 
tention to raising their status in the political life of the state, absorb 
them into the political power organs at all levels to manage the affairs of 
state, and vigorously cultivate minority nationality cadres with communist 
avareness, including specialists and technicians. It is necessary to at- 
tach importance to strengthening the organizational building of the party 
and the CYL among the minority nationalities. It is necessary to persist in 
the principle of equality for the nationalities in recruiting workers, en- 
rolling students and so on. 


"3. Help the minority nationalities to develop economic and cultural con- 
struction. All places must attach great importance to this, conduct in- 
vestigations and formulate plans. The provincial nationalities affairs 
committee will draw up and implement a provincial pian for economic and 
cultural construction among the minority nationalities in accordance with 
the plans submitted by the various areas, to meet the needs of the four 
modernizations. 


"4. Respect the customs of the minority nationalities. It is forbidden to 
resort to executive orders or any other method to compel them to change 
then. 


"5. Strengthen party leadership and set up work organs and put them on a 
sound basis. The party committees at all levels must put nationalities work 
in a certain place on their agenda, assign people to specifically take 
charge of it, and do a good job of this work. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


PEASANT STRUGGLE UNDER QIN, HAN DYNASTIES DISCUSSED 


Beijing LISHI YANJIU /RISTORICAL RESEARCH/ in Chinese No 7, 15 Jul 79 
pp 52-59 


/Article by Zhang Dake /1728 1129 0668/: "On the Prosperous Rule of 
Emperors Wen and Jing of the Han Dynasty"/ 


[Text] The issue of "the properous rule of Emperors Wen and Jing of the 
Han Dynasty” calls for a careful analysis. This article covers primarily 
the era of Emperors Wen and Jing, but also touches upon the overall 
political situation of the early West Han Dynasty. 


1. Changes in Class Struggle After the Peasant War by the End of the Qin 
Dynasty 


A scientific discussion of the policie which led to “the prosperous rule 
of Emperors Wen and Jing” ought to begin with an analysis of changes in 
class struggle following the peasant war by the end of the Qin Dynasty. 


The most distinctive mark of the peasant class struggle by the end of the 
Qin Dynasty was popular yearning for rebellion because “the country has 
suffered enough under the rule of the Qin" (Shiji: "Chen She Zhuan"). 


When the First Emperor of the Qin unified the country, "the people looked 
up to his rule with an open mind” (Xinshu by Jia Yi: "Guo Qin Lun"). The 
peasant class, which had become weary of war due to the fighting of the 
Warring States and had been longing for peace and stability, supported 

the imperial authority of the Qin. Howevei, instead of providing the 
people with peace and stability, the First Smperor, “avaricious and cruel, 
victimized the whole .:«mtry and impoverished the people to gratify his 
personal desires" (Hanshu: "Jia Shan Zhuan"). (References hereinafter 
to the Hanshu will be by the titles of individusl essays cited.) He 
subjected the peasant class to brutal political oppression and economic 
exploitation. During the reign of the Second Emperor, with Zhao Gao in 
control of the government, the peasants were even more brutally oppressed 
and exploited. "“Ever-increasing taxes and impositions and endless military 
and labor service” (Shiji: "Li Si Liezhuan") bore so heavily on the working 
people that tens of thousands perished under the pressue. Forced labor 
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was extremely extensive and demanding during the entire Qin Dynasty. Over 
2 million peasants, one-tenth of the whole population, were continuously 
mobilized for “garrison duty at the frontiers, transport service both by 
land and waterways, and building work.” The labor force and the means of 
production were so dislocated that it was practically impossible to sustain 
the most crude form of production. Under conditions like this, the people 
became restive and the peasant class was ready for revolution. The peasant 
war which broke out by the end of the Qia Dynasty was instrumental in 
toppling the Qin empire at one blow. 


The peasant war which overthrew the Qin imperial regime brought about 
conditions favorable to changes in class struggle. Having altered the 
distribution of land, enhanced the social position of workers and dealt 

a devastating blow to the whole landlord class, the peasant war actually 
weakened the control of the new imperial regime over the peasants. Under 
such conditions, the trend of class struggle switched to a popular yearning 
for peace and stability. 


This popular yearning for peace and stability means that the peasant class 
was asking for rehabilitation and social stability to preserve the fruit 
of their victory. They were anxious to return to their farms to produce, 
and wanted the new imperial authority to do away with oppressive government 
and reduce forced labor and taxation. These were the manifestations of 
the peasant class struggle under the new regime. 


Productivity was mortally ruined by the brutal rule of the Qin imperial 
government. At the beginning of the Han Dynasty, over 50 percent of the 
population had died, farms were laid waste, the price of grain went sky- 
rocketing, and “the people ate each other." The peasants either “banded 
together to protect their land" or drifted to other localities and sold 
themselves into slavery. As the number of households and total population 
sharply declined, the West Han imperial regime was extremely weak and 
poor. “Even the emperor could not afford good wine and fine horses, and 
his generals and ministers of state had to ride ox-carts." “The people 
were stripped of their shelters" (Shihuo Zhi). Beset by economic collapse 
and a wornout population, the early Han rulers found themselves facing 

a crisis too difficult to handle. 


Emperor Gao, who had to gratify the popular yearning for peace and 
stability and salvage the shattered economy, instructed Lu Jiu to analyze 
the reasons why “the Qin had lost the empire to me" (lu Jia Zhuan) and 
come up with a better program of government. According tc iu Jia, the 
lesson to be learned from the failure of the Qin is that in the time of 
the Qin, “more government bred more disorders; more laws spawned more 
crimes; and more troops made more enemies. The Qin rulers were anxious to 
govern well, but they failed because their measures of government were too 
brutal and punishments too cruel" (Xinyu, by Lu Jia: "Wuwei"). "Govern- 
ment measures too brutal and punishments too cruel" represent a fair 
assessment of the repressive Qin regime. To off-set the failures of the 
Qin, Lu Jia urged, the Han imperial government had to cut back demands for 
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forced labor, moderate its criminal justice, stop maintaining a huge arny, 
and desist from using brutal force to oppress the peasants. The system of 
government proposed by Lu Jia for the Han imperial regime, “approved by” 
Liu Bang and “hailed by" Liu's subordinates, marked a dramatic departure 
from that of the Qin and represented a change of policy in the early years 
of the Han Dynasty supported by the landlord class. 


During the reigns of Emperors Wen and Jing, political theoreticians, such 
as Jia Yi and Chao Cuo, were quite candid in pointing out that a bankrupt 
peasantry, a signal of political crisis, must not be taken lightly. Chao 
Cuo said peasants had "to sell their land, houses and children” because 
they could no longer stand the “brutal government, crushing and ill-timed 
taxation and harsh demand for “forced labor which required an average of 
two persons from every household of five” (Shihuo Zhi). Having in mind 
these disasters, Jia Yi raised a cry of warning: “Already shattered by 
drought, the people had to offer their official titles and children for 
sale in time of famine. Having witnessed the tragedy, nobody who is 
dedicated to the well-being of the realm can refrain from bringing the 
matter to the attention of the supreme authority.” Jia Yi was of the 
opinion that “when a state suffers from wars and droughts” which culminate 
in social unrest and render people destitute and homeless, the culprit 

is “inept government" (Shihuo Zhi) rather than wars and droughts. 


The political views of Lu Jia, Jia Yi and Chao Cuo indicate clearly that 

the ruling group of the early Han Dynasty knew very well the popular yearning 
for peace and stability after the peasant war by the end of the Qin Dynasty. 
Their extensive discussions of peasant problems are indications that the 
policy makers of the early Han era meant to readjust class relations as 

a vehicle for rebuilding the feudal system. This is the net result brought 
about by both the peasant war at the end of the Qin era and the class struggle 
in the earlier years of the Han. 


2. The Early Han Policy of Readjustment and the Government Program 


Upon entering the heartland of the Qin, Liu Bang proclaimed a covenant of 
three articles as his pledge to relieve the people from sufferings. Having 
won popular support, he emerged victorious. 





The covenant of three articles, even though an initial gesture, was effective 
enough to win the allegiance of the people of the Qin. After gaining control 
over the entire territory of the Qin by the year 205 B.C., the 2nd year of 
the reign of Emperor Gao, the Han imperial government issued a decree to 
“permit the people to till the land once used by the former Qin rulers for 
pastures, gardens and pouds"” (Gaodi Ji). Liu Bang recognized the land 
already occupied by the peasants. He also decreed rent exemption in Sichuan 
and Shannxi under his control, granted official titles to the people, and 
ordered reduction of forced labor. 


Following the unification of the country by the 5th year of the reign of 
Emperor Gao (202 B.C.), the Han imperial government issued the famous decree 
granting land to reward services to the empire and restoring titles and land 
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previousiy held (Gaodi Ji). The decree has been described as an attempt 

to help the landlord class. Personally I think this is a partial interpre- 
tation. Recently there have been people who take this decree as Liu Bang's 
policy to launch “an allout vindicative counter-attack against the peasant 
class” on behalf of the whole landlord class. I find it difficult to agree 
with then. | 


Now let us analyze the contents of this decree. 





First, “Those princes who had remained in the capital metropolis shall have 
their rights restored 12 years antecedent to this date which, however, shall 
be slashed by one-half for those who returned thereafter." To double the 
benefits for those princes who remained in the capital metropolis was 
designed to soften possible resistance to the resettlement and control of 
the nobilities of the former six Warring States. We cannot say it was 
meant to assist the landlord class. Later, as expected, Liu Bang moved 

the descendants of the nobilities of the Six States to the capital metropolis 
sO as to consolidate the rule of the Han empire. Objectively speaking, 

the measure helped curtail the practice of land annexation by landlords 

in eastern China, and actually favored the peasants. 


Second, “People used to band together to protect their land but did keep 

any census record. Now, as the whole country enjoys stability, they should 
be told to return to their homeland and regain their titles and landed 
property. The officials in charge ought to use peaceful means to persuade 
them. Don't humiliate them by whipping.” At the time of Chen She's 
uprising, “the soldiers of the Zhu used to form numerous bands of several 
thousand men each" (Shiji: "Chen She Ghuan). This proves people who “banded 
together to protect their land” were mostly armed peasants who, no doubt, 
joined forces with landlords barracked in their forts. Even if they were 
the armed forces of the landlords, the bulk of the rank and file, however, 
consisted of slaves and peasant masses who had been coerced to participate. 
The purpose of Liu Bang's policy “to restore titles and landed property” 

was to break up the masses who had “banded together to protect their land” 
and enter them on the census registry. So the local officials were warned 
not to humiliate the peasants returning home. It is therefore inaccurate 

to say that the enlistment of exiles and the restitution of titles and landed 
property were done for “the whole landlord class" only. As a matter of 

fact, the Qin rulers used to grant titles and land to tenants of the state 
and self-tilling peasants to reward farmer-warriors. 


Third, “People who had sold themselves into slavery during famine shall be 
freeo as common people.” This represents a drive by the state against 
individual landlords over the control of the labor force which the state 
was in dire need to exploit. In the 7th year of his reign, Emperor Gao 
again decreed: “Anyone who has a newborn son shall be exempt from labor 
service for 2 years" (Gaodi Ji). Emperor Hui decreed in the 6th year of 
his reign: "A woman between 15 to 30 years of age whe is not married shall 
pay capitation tax for five” (Huidi Ji). The state thus tried to use both 
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reward and punishment to encourage the people to have more children. With 
half of the population dead at the beginning of the Han Dynasty and with 
farms lain waste, the feudal state was indeed in desperate need of labor 
force. Consequently there is no ground to claim that the freeing of slaves 
was only a hypocritical gesture of grace to the peasants. 


Fourth, dispatch soldiers back to the farms and "grant them land and houses 
according to meritorious services." Liu Bang reminded his local officials 
to distribute land and houses strictly according to ranks. One who held 
title to the 7th rank or higher was entitled to a manor large enough for 
him to live on rent. The emperor declared: "I believe I have shown enough 
gratitude to all the worthy and the meritorious of the whole country." 
True, those holding high ranks could easily become landlords with military 
merits. However, most of the officers and men returned to the farms held 
rather low ranks, so low that the decree ordered all those below the 5th 
rank promoted to the Sth rank. These people were no more than self-tilling 
peasants. 


Fifth, local officials who had seized land during the time of war were given 
imperial approval. 


The above is an analysis of a series of decrees issued by Emperor Gao 

in the 5th year of his reign. Since they were designed to readjust class 
relations, let us call them policies of readjustment. These policies 
fostered the position of both landlords with military merits and bureaucrat- 
landlords in order to broaden the base of the imperial regime. They also 
recognized the fruit of war won by the peasants by approving their seizure 
of land, thus creating a tremendous number of state tenants and self- 
tilling peasants. Objectively speaking, these worked well to moderate class 
contradictions, strengthen social stability and promote the development 

of productivity. 


This was followed by an overall national policy based on marital ties, 
enfeoffments and recuperation with the people which Liu Bang had worked 
out with his empire-founding aides, such as Xiao He, Cao Can, Chen Ping 
and Zhou Bo. 


"Marital ties" was a "policy of concession" to the Huns. It was vitally 
important to the West Han Dynasty which had emerged out of the ruins of 

a war-torn land. The policy remained in force for 70 years, a period during 
which the West Han regime toiled to put the realm in order. 


To erect a ring of buffer kingdoms to protect the capital, Liu Bang 
eliminated those vassal kings bearing surnames other than Liu and replaced 
them with his own clansmen. This helped at that time to strengthen the 
position of a centralized government. The appointment of kings to outlying 
vassal states also provided a vehicle for the people to pay taxes and render 
labor service without having to leave their homeland, and helped in speeding 
up economic recovery. No wonder the people south of the Huai River "who 
felt over-tasked by the Han court were anxious to have a king in their own 
regions" (Xinshu by Jia Yi: "Shu Yuan"). 
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"Recuperation with the people” was a policy aimed at achieving social 
stability. It called for minimum government to restrain both the emperor 
and his ministers from resorting to “brutal government measures" and 
“cruel punishments" and allow the peasants to engage whole heartedly 

in farm production. 


3. “The Properous Rule of Emperors Wen and Jing" Marked by Lighter Labor 
Service and Moderate Criminal Justice 


"The prosperous rule of Emperors Wen and Jing," geared to agriculture, 
was a period of economic rehabilitation and development which were vital 
to the fortune of the West Han Dynasty. 


Emperor Gao's policy to upgrade agriculture and downgrade commerce prohibited 
merchants from wearing silk, carrying arms, traveling by vehicles and 

horses and holding government offices. But they were required to bear 
double taxation. Having amassed tremendous wealth by hoarding, speculation 
and usury, the merchants, however, were able to use their wealth to befriend 
nobilities to enchance their social position. When Emperor Wen came to 

the throne, he discovered “the merchants had become wealthy in spite of 
suppression by law while the peasants were poverty-stricken even though 
upgraded by law" (Shihuo Zhi). To meet the crisis head-on, Emperor Wen 
initiated a program in favor of the peasants. It called for "lighter labor 
service and taxation" and "moderate criminal justice." By extending sub- 
Sstantive economic benefits to the peasants and reducing political oppression, 
the policy actually strengthened the hands of the peasant class to resist 
land annexation by landlords and protected the feudal agrarian economy. 


The policy "to reduce labor service and taxation” enforced in the early 
years of the Han Dynasty was by no means a crash program put together 

in a hurry just because "the people were so destitute and homeless" that 
they were no longer worth exploiting. As a matter fact, the peasants 
were "adequately clothed and fed" when the policy "to reduce labor 
service and taxation" was seriously pursued during the reigns of Emperors 
Wen and Jing. 


The following are highlights of the policy of "lighter labor service and 
taxation" under the rule of Emperors Wen and Jing: 


l. It made horses in the imperial stables available for services at 

the courier posts, opened up restricted land and parks to poor peasants 
for farming, reduced local labor service and garrison duties and suspended 
annual tribute bearing by vassal states. To spare local officials the 
“arduous task of shipping provisions” vassal kings were dispatched to 
remain in their respective kingdoms (Jia Shan Zhuan) and (Wendi Ji). 


2. Royal appointees were sent to various localities to supervise the 
enforcement of decrees extending assistance to widowers, widows and 
those without kith and kin as well as the aged. These decrees, “backed 
by substantive rulings,” provided significant aid to those peasants who 
were childless, aged or physically unable to work, enabling them to stay 
financially solvent to carry out farming on time (Wendi Ji). 
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3. It reduced and waived land rent. Emperors Wen and Jing cut the land 
rent from the early Han rate of one-fifteenth down to one-thirtieth, and 
payment was waived once for a period of 12 years. This was indeed a great 
help to the peasants “when land annexation was not prevalent" (Shihuo Zhi). 


4. Emperor Wen issued several proclamations to encourage agriculture. 
His measures to implement the program included an order "requiring people 
to stay on their land" and a strict system of household registry to stop 
people from leaving. At the same time a policy to “noblify grain" was 
adopted to crack down on merchants and usurers who had been undermining 
the agrarian economy. "To noblify grain" means the state offers official 
titles to trade for grain owned by landlords and wealthy peasants, "using 
grain as the medium of reward and punishment." 


These policies of Emperor Wen were a real relief, a breathing spell, to 

the peasants. Take the reduction of labor service for example. The people 
under the Qin rulers were driven to rebellion by excessive demand for 
“border defense duties, transport by land and waterways and labor for 
building construction." Labor service at the beginning of the Han Dynasty, 
however, was rather light. "It took only 60,000 conscript laborers" to 
“ship annually 4 million bushels of grain from eastern China to the 
capital” (Shihuo Zhi). 


"Moderation of criminal justice" proclaimed by Emperor Wen of the Han Dynasty 
covered two specific areas. First, it ordered the abolition of cruel 
punishments and unjust laws, such as the law of libel and heresay, punishment 
of the wife and children of a convict, punishment by mutilation and dismenm 
berment, and reduced whipping, etc. Second, it proclaimed “amnesty, reduction 
of prosecutions and moderation of punishment" (Jia Shan Zhuan). To eliminate 
contradictions within the ruling class, a minister of state convicted of 

crime would be instructed to commit suicide instead of imprisonment and 
punishment. 


Judged objectively, “reduction of prosecutions and moderation of punishment" 
actually worked in favor of the oppressed class. For instance, when Zhengjiao, 
Prince of Changan, younger brother of the First Emperor of Qin, revolted, 

he was “put to death at Dunliu, his military and civilian followers were 

killed and his people all driven to Lintao" (Shiji: "Qin Shihuang Benji"). 

The criminal justice of the Qin was so harsh that tens of thousands of 

innocent people had been unjustly implicated. In dealing with the revolt 

of Liu Xinju, King of Jibei, Emperor Wen of the Han Dynasty only ordered 

"the arrest of the King of Jibei, who committee suicide." Liu's collaborators 
as well as “his people and subordinates who had been misled by him " were 

all pardoned (Wendi Ji). Even though “reduction of prosecutions and modera- 
tion of punishment" had made punishments lighter than ever before, the 

number of law breakers had declined (Jia Shan Zhuan). "Of hundreds of cases 
prosecuted only a few were punished" (Wendi Ji). This forms a sharp contrast 
with the horrors in the time of the Qin when "criminals were seen all along 

the roads, tens of thousands of cases prosecuted" (Shihuo Zhi), and "dead 
people piled up in market places day in and day out" (Shiji: "Li Si Liezhuan"). 
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We can say on the strength of the above analysis that the "reduction 

of labor service and taxation" and "moderation of criminal justice” had 
done so much to readjust class relations that production relations became 
more responsive to productivity. The essence of thse policies, however, 
does represent a form of class struggle against the peasants launched under 
specific conditions by a state dominated by the landlord class to protect 
their own interests. "Reduction of labor service and taxation" was designed 
only to provide the peasants “with means to lead a slave-like existence" 
(Communist Manifesto) in order to make them amenable to control and exploi- 
tation. But multiplying hostile contradictions which accompanied the 
development of the feudal economy made the class readjustments achieved 
through ‘reduced labor service and taxation" shortlived. 


4. The Dictatorship of the Landlord Class Strengthened by the Enlightened 
Government of the Prosperous Rule of Emperors Wen and Jing 


The primary task of the early Han Dynasty rulers was to perpetuate the 
dictatorship of the landlord class. The policy of minimum government adopted 
at the beginning of the dynasty was expected to accommodate all contradictions. 
Therefore it stood for passive government. "Marital ties" was not effective 
enough to eliminate invasions by the Huns. "Enfeoffments" led to dissension 
when the vassal kings became strong enough to challenge the imperial authority 
and eventually to partition of the empire. So when Emperor Wen came to 

the throne, Jia Yi presented him a petition called "Shi An Ce" in which he 
criticized the theory of passive government and called it "the most regrettable 
idea" (Jia Yi Zhuan). 


In his "Zhi An Ce" Jia Yi expounded his theory of “enduring stability 
everlasting prosperity" a manifestation of the resolve of a rising landlord 
class. Having accepted the proposals of Jia Yi and others like him, Emperor 
Wen transformed the "passive government" of the early Han into an active 
government. To carry out his policy of active defense against the Hans, 

the emperor ordered recruitment of more people to reinforce border defense, 
stored food supplies at frontier posts, raised war horses on imperial 
pastures and sped up military preparedness. His policy toward the vassal 
kings called for “more vassal kings but less power for each," and readjust- 
ments of their boundaries. Emperor Jing went even further and accepted Chao 
Cuo's proposal to curtail the vassal states and weaken the vassal kings, 

and resolutely put down the rebellion of the Seven States in order to con- 
solidate the positions of the central government. 


But the most important measures required to establish enduring stability 

and lasting prosperity were to broaden the political base of the ruling 
class, reduce class contradictions and install an enlightened government. 
With these objectives in mind, the political theoreticians under Emperor Wen 
launched a vigorous campaign to criticize the oppressive government of the 
Qin to highlight their proposals to the emperor. "Zhi Yan" by Jia Shan 

and "Guo Qin Lun" by Jia Yi are representative pieces of writing of this 
school of theoreticians. 
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"The prosperous rule of Emperors Wen and Jing" was not so much a concession 
to the peasant war as it was a response to lessons of the failure of the 

Qin that readjustments and enlightened measures had to be pursued to 
Strengthen the Han dictatorship and establish enduring stability and lasting 
prosperity favored by the landlord class. Jia Yi said: "People are easily 
stirred up by words. Once stirred up, it is foolish to expect them to speak 
sensibly. Guided by a superior authority, however, they can be transformed." 
He also said: "Whether the people are well governed depends on government 
officials, while the welfare of the country depends on government policy. 
Consequently, a wise ruler must pay close attention to government policy.” 
According to Jia Yi, "the people will be well governed if they happen to 
have a wise ruler and virtuous officials" (Xinshu: "Da Zheng"). It is clear 
that Jia Yi did not really appreciate the strength of the people. He 
believed people are easily "governed" and "transformed" as long as their 
ruler is wise and his officials virtuous. "To govern" and "to transform" 
signify the exercise of dictatorial authority over the peasant class. 


This ideological campaign to criticze the cruel government of the Qin 
impressed Emperor Wen so deeply that he felt as if he were treading on 
thin ice. Having served for 7 years as vicerory at a border region, 
Emperor Wen had witnessed himself the tragedy of farms lain waste. More- 
over, he was brought to the throne, after the suppression of rebellion of 
the Lu clan, by the ministers of state who acted in definance of feudal 
precedents to meet a “popular demand" (Wendi Ji). All these made the 
emperor more responsive to popular expectations and the entreaty of his 
subordinates. 


The recruitment of worthy and reputable personalities broadened the political 
base of the ruling class. 


A program to recruit worthy and virtuous men of letters was launched in the 
15th year of the reign of Emperor Wen. A candidate had to meet these 

basic requirements: (1) knowledgeable in the basic principles and interests 
of the state; (2) conversant in the ways of the world; and (3) candid and 
honest in offering comments and recommendations. Emperor Wen personally 
asked each candidate to comment on the following matters: (1) failings 

of the emperor himself; (2) grievances of government officials; (3) 
misgovernment; and (4) discontentment of the people. Chao Cuo's comments 
and recommendations ranked first (Chao Cuo Zhuan). 


Jia Yi, Chao Cuo, Jia Shan and Yuan Yang were neither nobilities nor 
ministers of states, and yet they spoke frankly to Emperor Wen. Jia Shan 
“often used impassioned language" but the emperor "never punished him so 
as to invite more free expression of views" (Jia Shan Zhuan). When Chao 
Cuo petitioned the throne on the art of government, he threw in an old 
quotation: "A wise ruler accepts the writings of a madman." Emperor Wen 
granted him a letter of commendation, stating: "It is not so today. The 
writer is not mad nor is the reader wise" (Chao Cuo Zhuan). Historical 
records like this demonstrate clearly that Emperor Wen and his ministers 
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were seriously involved in the discussion of “good government.” The 
emperor, resolved to build a state of enduring stability, was anxious to 
recruit worthy people and receive recommendations. His courtiers were not 
only willing to help but also courageous in offering recommendations and 
remonstrations. These are the salient features of enlightened government 
run by the landlord class during the “prosperous rule of Emperors Wen and 
Jing." 


The Qin imperial regime, an absolute autocracy, was overthrown because 

it stifled criticisms and recommendations and kept its people in ignorance. 
The enlightened government during the "properous rule of Emperors Wen and 
Jing," on other hand, invited criticisms and recommendations which helped 
reinforce the dictatorship of the landlord class. Actually, government 
decrees at the time of Emperors Wen and Jing were well received by the 
peasant class. “Whenever officials east of the Tainhang Range set out to 
announce an imperial proclamation, even the sick and the aged went in 
crutches to listen, wishing that they could live long enough to enjoy 

the fruition of a virtuous government” (Jia Shan Zhuan). "The people, 
only the people, are the motive force which creates world history." 

Peace and stability which prevailed during the first 70 years of the Han 
Dynasty in fact are attributed to the economic and cultural development 
brought about by the hardworking peasant class at the time of the “prosperous 
rule of Emperors Wen and Jing." This paved the way politically and mater- 
ially for the illustrious growth of the empire during the reign of Emperor 
Wu of the Han Dynasty. 


5. On the "Vindicative Counter-attack" Theory 

"The prosperous rule of Emperors Wen and Jing,” as the term suggests, was 
a political regime designed to strengthen the dictatorship of the landlord 
class and to develop its feudalist economy. Its emergence attests that in 
a developing feudalist society, its production relations basically can 
adapt to its productivity. It must be admitted that the social stability 
brought about by “the prosperous rule of Emperors Wen and Jing” and its 
policy of readjustment which organized the peasant class to work on their 
land had helped develop productivity. The "policy of concession," though 
somewhat oddly phrased, should not be summarily dismissed because it has 
some bearing on a study to affirm the actual functioning of these policies. 


Some comrades allege that "the prosperous rule of Emperors Wen and Jing" 
represents a vindicative counter-attack by the landlord class on the peasant 
uprisings. They say the new imperial regime was “more brutal than ever 
before" and the country would have been much better off without “reduction 
of labor service and taxation.” Others even claim that "the prosperous 
rule of Emperors Wen and Jing,” like “the prosperous rule of the reign 

of Zhenguan of the Tang Dynasty," was a false image created by royal 
historians, and that in reality, they were infernoes to the peasants. Does 
this mean that the Qin and Sui Dynasties were better than the early years 
of the Han and Tang Dynasties? Were the peasant uprisings by the end of 
both the Qin and Sui Dynasties uncalled for? 
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In terms of antagonistic class struggle, “the prosperous rule of Emperors 
Wen and Jing" indeed did not serve the best interests of the peasant class; 
it strengthened the dictatorship of the landlord class. As far as this 
goes, it was a vindicative counter-attack on the peasant class struggle. 


We do not rule out the possibility of direct vindicative counter-attacks 
which after all are the ground rule of class struggle in a feudalist society. 
The Yellow Turbans uprising by the end of the East Han Dynasty, the Huang 
Chao uprising by the end of the Tang Dynasty and hundreds of other local 
peasant uprisings did lead to direct vindicative counter-attacks by the 
landlord class because none of these uprisings had been able to overthrow 
the old regimes they sought to destroy. No “era of prosperity” could ever 
emerge, and in fact productivity would remain stagnant, if such counter- 
attack took place. As objective historical facts, both “concessions” and 
“vindicative counter-attacks" are subjects of historical research. However, 
it would be questionable whether one should blow one or the other out of 
proportion and describe it as premeditated "policy" of the new imperial 
regime. It is definitely a mistake to regard "the prosperous rule of 
Emperors Wen and Jing” as a “vindicative counter-attack." The former 
depends on moderation of class contradictions while the latter intensifies 
them. How can we equate the two? 


The peasant war by the end of the Qin Dynasty toppled the old imperial 
regime and brought about important changes in class relations. The army 
commanders and ministers of the early years of the Han Dynasty were 
commoners, and Liu Bang himself was the leader of the peasant uprising. 
Having participated in the anti-Qin struggle, they all were aware of the 
common aspirations of the people. The policy of the early Han rulers 
recognized land seized by the peasants, and reduced labor service and 
taxation. These consolidated the gains of the peasant war. It is 
historically untrue to branch it as “vindicative counter-attack." 


During “the prosperous rule of Emperors Wen and Jing," the emperors played 
a passive role while the people went back to farming. They differed 
dramatically from the rulers of the Qin Dynasty who were rapacious and 
drafted the people to defend the national frontiers and to construct the 
Great Wall, palaces and tombs. People driven back to the farms "were happy 
even though they had to work hard” (Xinshu by Jia Yi: "Guiwei"). But 

when people were drafted for conscript labor, “the whole country felt 
unable to stand the Qin regime any longer.” The former represents a state 
geared to develop productivity, a sign of progress. The latter, however, 
stands for a state which obstructs the development of productivity, a sign 
of retrogression. The “vindicative counter-attack" theory makes no allowance 
for distinction between progress on the one hand and retrogression on the 
other. 


The advocates of the theory of “vindicative counter-attack" say that 

the policies of the early Han Dynasty rulers look progresssive on paper 
but were not actually carried out. They even go to the extent of saying 
that" ‘what had been achieved’ did not lead to struggles and therefore did 


138 











not detonate a historical movement." The theory of “vindicative counter- 
attack” is founded on the belief that peasant wars create productivity, 
but actually they only activate productivity. 


Chairman Mao said: "In Chinese feudalist society, only this kind of peasant 
class struggle, peasant uprisings and peasant wars are the true motive force 
of historical development, because each large-scale peasant uprising and war 
__was a blow to the then existing feudalist rule, and thereby helped to a 
certain extent to activate productivity." He also said: "The people, only 
the people, are the true motive force that creates world history." Chairman 
Mao's statement is based on rigid logic of history, a brilliant example of 
dialectical reasoning. Chairman Mao listed side by side two subjects as 
the “true motive force," "Peasant class struggles" on the one hand and 
“peasant uprisings and peasant wars" on the other. A peasant war is not 
che totality of class struggle. It is an eruption at a juncture where 
cumulate quantitative peasant class struggles change into a qualitative 
peasant class struggle, functioning as a specific motive force which, 
according to Chairman Mao, is "to deal a blow to the then existing feudalist 
rule.” The expression of “then existing” is very significant and must 
not be overlooked. Chairman Mao's reasoning does not warrant the conclusion 
that only peasant wars are the motive force, nor does it warrant the con- 
clusion that peasant wars directly create productivity. He said peasant 
wars “activate” productivity and people "create" history, two entirely 
different matters. Since the subjects are different, the verbs “activiate" 
and “create” stand for two different kinds of action. 








The motive force which directly pushed forward “the prosperous rule of 
Emperors Wen and Jing" of the West Han Dynasty was peasant class struggle. 
The peasant war by the end of the Qin Dynasty and the popular yearning for 
peace and stability at the beginning of the Han Dynasty were both class 
struggles, the former paving the way for the latter. This alternation of 
tension and relaxation is a law of class struggle. How can we say that a 
class struggle cannot be called a class struggle unless it “detonates a 
historical movement?" 


The functioning of the peasant war by the end of the Qin Dynasty as a motive 
force is that it dealt a blow to the "then existing” Qin imperial regime, 
swept away obstructions to the development of productivity and paved the 

way for “the prosperous rule of Emerpors Wen and Jing." At the time when 
the lst and 2nd Emperors of the Qin Dynasty and their courtiers, including 
Zhao Gao, were brutalizing the peasants and intensifying class struggle, 
Crown Prince Fusu, Prime Ministers Li Si and Feng Qubing, Generals Meng 

Kuo and Feng Jie, Minister of Justice Meng Yi, as well as princes and clans- 
men of the Qin ruling house had tried to intercede and remonstrate with 

the rulers. Helpless and without recourse, they did not achieve anything 
except to submit themselves to execution for insubordination. This explains 
that once a decadent feudal ruling group set in motion the state machinery 
to obstruct the development of productivity, the landlord class alone cannot 
do much to save their own interests. It took a peasant war to remove that 
malignancy. Viewed in this context, the peasant war was a "true motive force." 
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As a motive force, the peasant war by the end of the Qin Dynasty did more 
-aan to topple the Qin imperial regime; it activated productivity. Even 
though the readjustment programs of both the early years of the Han and 
the era of “the prosperous rule of Emperors Wen and Jing" legalized the 
fruit of the peasant war, adjusted class relations and created favorable 
production conditions for the peasants of the West Han Dynasty, still it 
took additional work and production struggles by the peasants to develop 
productivity. As Chairman Mao has pointed out: "The people, only the 
people are the true motive force that creates world history." The peasant 
war by the end of the Qin Dynasty does not equal the productivity of the 
early years of the Han Dynasty. War and productivity are not the same. 
The former is class struggle while the latter is production struggle. To 
activate productivity and to create productivity are two separate matters, 
and not interchangeable. 


Citing changes in feudalist production relations brought about by the peasant 
war by the end of the Qin Dynasty as proof, the advocates of “vindicative 
counter-attack" allege that war creates productivity. The argument is 

not well founded because the inertia of the impact of a war on history 

would not last very long. For instance, the peasants had seized land 

during the peasant war. However, since they had not been able to wipe out 
exploitation by the landlord class, or withstand the visitation of natural 
disasters or spontaneous annexation of land among themselves, the land was 
eventually lost. Productivity grows only with specific production relations. 
The peasant war which toppled the Qin Dynasty did not lead to the establish- 
ment of a "peasants republic" because the peasants were unable to produce 
such a program and the conditions existing at that time were not ready for 
the overthrow of feudalism. This is well illustrated by the case of 

Chen Sheng who set up a revolutionary base in the State of Chen but did 
nothing more than to win the support of a few elder celebrities and 
strongmen. Held within the confines of history, peasant wars at the time 
served merely as vehicles for dynastic changes. That is to say, peasant 
uprisings were passive, spontaneous struggles rather than conscious opposition 
to feudalism. This is the bais of our reasoning. Constrained by history, 
the peasant class was unable to establish a peasant political power to 
develop productivity. Consequently, the peasant war by the end of the 

Qin Dynasty had to take a winding road to contribute to the development of 
productivity, and it was done indirectly through "the prosperous rule of 
Emperors Wen and Jing.” That is the way history works. 


Our reasoning does not imply any form of dualism or twin-motive forces. 
The important thing is to distinguish the primary form the secondary and 
cause from effect. The historical conditions brought by the peasant war 
at the end of the Qin Dynasty were the cause of "the prosperous rule of 
Emperors Wen and Jing." To determine whether the peasant war actually 
ushered in the era of prosperity, there are numerous contributing factors 
to consider, including the historical significance of the policies of the 
new imperial regime and those celebrated figures who helped formulate 
these policies. How can we afford to leave them out entirely? 
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In conclusion, “the prosperous rule of Emperors Wen and Jing" should be 
affirmed. To do so is to establish affirmatively the unprecedented 
achievement of the peasant war by the end of the Qin Dynasty in overthrowing 
the old imperial regime, but not necessarily to embellish the landlord class. 
After all, history is carried forward by class struggles but created by 

the working people. Adhering to the dialectical view of historical develop- 
ment, a summary study of the experience of “the era of prosperity," its 
representative leaders and the creations of the working people is in the 
best interests of the proletariat. Moreover, "the era of prosperity” was 

an illustrious period of the history of the Chinese people, an invaluable 
heritage which nourishes our patriotism and national self-confidence. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


BRIEFS 


SHAANXI PRETRIAL CONFERENCE--The Shaanxi conference on pretrial work was 
recently held in Tongchuan Municipality. The conference emphatically studied 
the issue of how pretrial work can insure a smooth progress of socialist 
modernization in the legal system. The conference also studied the import- 
ance of pretrial work in public security and strengthened its understanding 

of the legal system. The pretrial departments at all levels must make full 
preparation for the exercise of the new law in 1980. The conference pointed 
out that the leading cadres must take the lead in observing law, struggle 
against all conduct that sabotages law and uphold the socialist legal sys- 
tem. [Xian Shaanxi Provincial Service in Mandarin 1300 GMT 11 Sep 79 HK) 


SHAANXI PLANNED PARENTHOOD--A new situation has appeared in planned parent~- 
hood work throughout the province. Recently, the prefectures and municipal- 
ities throughout the province have held work conferences, on-the-spot meet- 
ings and telephone conferences to sum up and exchange experiences, cite 
progressives and have made plans on the current and future planned parent- 
hood work. The Xian Municipal CCP Committee has regarded the control of 
natural population growth as one of the main tasks for the second half of 
this year. The people in Shaanxi have pledged to actively respond to the 
sarty’s call and have only one child. Within 1 month, 4,700 couples in 
Xian have voluntarily registered to have one one child during their life 
times. Weinan County held a rally to cite and reward 34 couples who each had 
only one child. In Yanchang County, 15 surgery propaganda teams have been 
organized to provide door-to-door services. [Xian Shaanxi Provincial Ser- 
vice in Mandarin 1300 GMT 11 Sep 79 HK) 


QINGHAI JUDICIAL EDUCATION--The Qinghai Provincial short-term training clas- 
ses for propaganda backbones in judicial education was inaugurated at the 
provincial 7 May cadre school on 21 August. Attending the training classes 
are more than 300 cadres from various provincial units, public security 
organs, procuratorial organs, people's courts, trade unions, CYL organiza- 
tions, women's federations and propaganda departments of the six autonomous 
prefectures and their counties in the province. Over 70 cadres are cadres 
of Tibetan, Hui, Monggol, Salar and other minority nationalities. Jointly 
sponsored by the organizational and propaganda departments of the provincial 
party committee and the provincial 7 May cadre school and with active support 
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from various judicial organs in Qinghai, the training classes will train 
needed personnel for the implementation of the new laws next year. [Xining 
Qinghai Provincial Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 26 Aug 79 OW] 


QINGHAI ENTERPRISES EMPLOY JOBLESS YOUTHS--Enterprises under the Qinghai 
Provincial Machine-Building Industry Bureau have adopted positive measures 
to organize young people awaiting employment to participate in social labor. 
In the past more than 2 months, 12 youth service teams have been formed, 
employing more than 800 junior and senior middle school graduates, or 85 
percent of the total number of unemployed youths under the jurisdiction of 
the bureau. The youth service teams are engaged in such work activities 

as repairing houses, running retail stores, making handicraft items, repari- 
ing and making furniture, repairing old equipment and making use of waste 
materials, packing and packaging products, cleaning streets and so forth. 
[Xining Qinghai Provincial Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 24 Sep 79 OW 





QINGHAI LEGAL CADRE TRAINING--The first Qinghai Provincial Cadre Training 
Class on the legal system was concluded on 19 September. The training class 
was organized by the organization and propaganda departments of the pro- 
vincial party committee, provincial judicial and public security leading 
organs and the provincial cadre school. More than 300 cadres of various na- 
tionalities attended the month-long training class. They acquired some 
basic knowledge about law and gained a rather complete understanding of the 
new laws to be implemented next year. Zhao Haifeng, deputy secretary of the 
provincial party committee, spoke at the class. [Xining Qinghai Provincial 
Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 24 Sep 79 OW] 


SHANDONG CADRES PUNISHED--Recently the Yuncheng County Party Committee in 
Shandong Province gave disciplinary penalties to three cadres and one ordin- 
ary party member who bore the third or fourth child in disregard to the 
advice given by the leadership concerned. What they did, the county party 
said, violated the stipulations for family planning and had an adverse in- 
pact on the masses. [Jinan Shandong Provincial Service in Mandarin 2300 

GMT 30 Aug 79 SK] 


XINJIANG UNEMPLOYED YOUTHS--By developing collectively owned enterprises, 
Urumqi municipal housing construction company and municipal construction 
engineering company created jobs for some 2,000 unemployed educated ;vutns 
and other idle people during the first half of this year, thus speeding 
up construction of civilian housing. [Urumqi Xinjiang Regional Service in 
Mandarin 1300 GMT 11 Sep 79 OW] 


BAOTOU UNEMPLOYED YOUTHS-~-Baotou, 14 Sep--About 40,000 unemployed youths in 
Nei Monggol's Baotou City have been assigned jobs. They represent 70 per- 
cent of the total number of young people waiting for employment. To solve 
the youth unemployment problem, the city has set up 88 collective-owned 
enterprises rendering processing, repair, maintenance, loading and unload- 
ing services to local big industries. These enterprises have hired some 
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25,000 youths. The remaining portion has been absorbed by the city's com- 
merical departments and other newly established collective enterprises. 
[Beijing XINHUA Domestic Service in Chinese 0228 GMT 14 Sep 79 OW] 


NEI MONGGOL QUAKE-STRICKEN COUNTY--Wuyuan County in Nei Monggol Region has 
overcome the earthquake damages and restored production on all fronts. 

The Wuyuan County party and revolutionary c:mmittees promise that all pev- 
ple who suffered from the earthquake will move into heated houses before 
the temperature falls to the freezing point. [Hohhot Nei Monggol Regional 
Service in Mandarin 2300 GMT 8 Sep 79 SK] 


YUNNAN NATIONAL DAY DELEGATION--The 1979 National Day minority nation- 
ality delegation arrived in Kunming on 8 September. Receiving the dele- 
gation at the railway station were Dao Guodong, Zhang Zizhai, (Ma Hanwen) 
and (Xiao Quan), leading comrades of the Yunnan Provincial CCP and revo- 
lutionary committees, and the Kunming Municipal CCP and revolutionary com- 
mittees. The 500-member delegation included representatives from the 29 
provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions. [Kunming Yunnan Provin- 
cial Service in Mandarin 2315 GMT 9 Sep 79 HK] 
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